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Maintenance, new enclosure among features
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Banana car comes to town

CCISD adopts new math framework

See MATH, Page A10
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See RENOVATE, Page A10

Renovations ahead for animal control

Sandies powerlifter Victoria Varela competes at the Goliad Invitational last week. The Sandies, who have won 15 of the last 
17 state championships, took first place at the event. Varela was named Outstanding Lightweight Lifter of the Meet. See 
page A9 for more. (Kellie Whitaker/Wave photo)

Ready for more dominance It all adds up

Steve Braithwaite preps for another trip, this time ferrying the staff of a smoothie café behind him is his banana car. 
(CJ Vetter/Wave photo)
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By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

Port Lavaca is about to get a visit from the most appealing car 
around, and it’s going to be bananas.

Depending on how out and about you’ve been in town, you 
might have spotted a large, yellow, four-seated banana cruising 
around town. To many, that’s an outlandish sight, but to owner 
Steve Braithwaite, it’s his ride.

“I’m a hot-rodder. I’ve built quite a few hot rods. There was a 
time I was living in Flint, Michigan where my daily driver was 
a 1930 Model A with a small-block Chevy engine, and I realized 
that I stopped going to hot rod shows because I’d seen them all 
before; they’re all the variations of  the same thing,” Braithwaite 
explained.

Braithwaite’s prized top banana mobile, or the “Big Banana 
Car” as he calls it, is visiting Port Lavaca this weekend, from Jan. 
13-15. The well-spoken Englishman is even offering rides to help 
finance his cross-country travels to bring his eye-catching car to 
the masses. Built from a 1993 F-150, the car is constantly earning 
honks and wide-eyed stares.

“So I decided I wanted to build something completely different. 
What could I build? I was in a petrol station standing in line, and 
there was a bowl of  fruit right next to me with a banana in exactly 
the right shape, and I’m looking at it, okay, there’s the wheels, the 
engine, the seat,” Braithwaite said. “I became so engrossed in this 
that I didn’t even realize the line ahead of  me had cleared, and the 
lady behind me had to tap me on the shoulder. They must have 
thought it was the first time I’d ever seen a banana.”

Not only is the Big Banana Car truly a spectacle to see, but 
it has a long history to boot. It has guest starred on popular 
television shows such as America’s Got Talent and Good Morning 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

Animals can be a huge responsibility, 
but Port Lavaca is acting to help provide 
a better shelter for those animals in its 
care.

Authorized by a city council decision 
last year, new renovations will be coming 
to the Port Lavaca Animal Shelter, 
including much-needed maintenance 
as well as enclosing the building from 
the elements. Port Lavaca Police Chief  
Collin Rangnow helped explain the 
changes.

“The city is doing some much-needed 

repairs for the animal shelter, and I 
believe it was at the last city council 
meeting it was approved as far as 
funding was concerned,” Rangnow said.

Most of  the renovations being made 
will be directly targeting maintenance 
issues, such as resealing the floors of  the 
shelter and fixing smaller issues with 
fencing. However, the major renovation 
will come via the enclosure of  the 
facility.

“We’ll be re-sealing and re-coating 
the floors, but one of  the major hurdles 
and problems we’ve had until now was a 
bird infestation in there,” Rangnow said.

Much of  the damage to the shelter 

is caused by issues brought on by birds 
that fly in and infest the building. Bird 
guano can cause damage to stonework, 
brickwork, and metal due to its acidity, 
as well as the health risks posed to both 
the animals and employees.

“They’ll fly into anything; there are 
vents on top that they’ve gone through, 
and there was one attempt to keep them 
out, but it only really made it worse,” 
Rangnow said. “But we’ll also be going 
in there and looking at everything that 
needs to be done.”

As well as preventing birds from 
entering the shelter, enclosing the facility 
will also provide better protection from 
harsh weather, such as rain or cold.

“In the past, weather has been 
an issue, so we’re trying to find a 
good remedy for that as well. I know 

sometimes it rains and blows through 
there pretty good,” Rangnow said. “So 
a way to keep the animals warm during 
the colder times is gonna be good all 
around.”

However, with the renovations, 
many of  the animals currently within 
the shelter will have to be adopted or 
removed while construction is ongoing. 
Preparations are being put into place to 
move other animals out of  the shelter 
to neighboring ones, although the city 
plans to announce an official plan in the 
future.

“We have been working real hard 
to place our dogs in rescues,” Animal 
Control Tracy Horejsi said. “We only 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR 
– Calhoun County ISD 
administrators presented a 
math framework that will be 
used throughout the district.

The framework came out of  
a Texas Education Association 
grant to help districts “create 
the why behind instructional 
decisions and create a 
framework for aligning these 
decisions as we move forward,” 
said Maggie Hernandez, 
assistant superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction 
for CCISD, during the Dec. 12 
meeting in Port O’Connor.

The district could choose 
between literacy and math. 
The district decided to pursue 
math and received $80,000 for 
the grant.

About 127 school districts 
are participating in the grant 
program, with 75 selecting math 
and 52 the literacy option. A 
committee of  17 members, from 
teachers to administrators, 
was created. The committee is 
required to do six hours of  face-
to-face training on research-
based instructional practices 

and the most current research 
in math training.

“This is a trailblazing 
pilot program. We have been 
working diligently with 
the committee to create the 
framework that will be used 
going forward to evaluate 
instructional resources and 
make decisions based on what 
we want to see in our classroom 
in math instruction,” she said.

Christy Grace, the district 
math instruction specialist, 
worked with Hernandez and 
the committee to develop 
the framework. “We hashed 
through everything. It was 
intense work. The teachers get 
a lot of  credit for this as well as 
the committee. I’m proud of  the 
work we did.”

That work has now been 
sent to the TEA for approval, 
which should come sometime 
this month.

Grace explained among 
the goals was to make sure 
everyone was on the same page 
as far as instruction.

“Math instruction doesn’t 
occur just between a teacher 

TRANSPORTATION

See BANANA Page A10


