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Every Thursday

Every Friday
Saturday, Oct. 8
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First Class Karaoke
8-12; No cover charge

Steak Night
7-10

All Your Favorite Drinks, Burgers, 
Fries, Pizza, Chicken Bits & more. Pool 

Table, Corn Hole, Shuffleboard, & 
Jenga. $2 Draft Beer. Bring Your Party!

Doors Open At 7 p.m. All Ages Welcome!
driftershall.com

Wedding 
Celebration

Private

Video DJ Music
Variety Music

9-12; No cover charge
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Life Chain Father Tommy Chen stands at the front of the chain of 
people. The group was near the side of the Walgreens on Highway 
35. (CJ Vetter/Wave photo)

INSIDE
Calhoun starts
district play A4

‘22 CALHOUN COUNTY FAIR Student
had gun
at school TIME

(Top photo) Nicole Brown will be showing pigs at the Calhoun County Fair, which begins next 
week. (Bottom photo) Justice Epley shows his heifer at the Texas Junior Simental Simbrah 
Association State Show in Bryan. He will be competing in the Calhoun County Fair, which 
opens next week. (Contributed photos)

J-R Elementary
removes child
from campus

Cardwell

See FAIR, Page A12

Life Chain holds local event

Young, young at heart,
ready for annual event

See CHAIN, Page A12

WAVE STAFF REPORT

A student was removed from 
Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary 
School Campus Friday after 
bringing an unloaded gun to the 
campus, according to a press release 
from Calhoun County ISD.

“We are very thankful that 
everyone is safe and will continue 
to be proactive about safety moving 
forward,” said 
Superintendent 
Evan Cardwell.

According 
to the district’s 
s t a t e m e n t , 
the situation 
was reported 
and handled 
“immediately 
by school staff, 
administration, 
and the Calhoun 
C o u n t y 
ISD Police 
Department.”

“ T h e 
student was 
removed from campus. No additional 
threat has been substantiated,” the 
release stated. 

“It is important for students to 
understand that it is against the law 
to bring a weapon of  any kind to 
school,” the release noted.

The district’s statement also 
encouraged parents to remind 
their children about the process for 
reporting security concerns – like a 
weapon being brought to the school 
– to their teacher, principal, or any 
adult staff  member.

The district also has a means for 
concerns to be reported 24/7 through 
its website, www.calcoisd.org.

“Safety and security is 
everyone’s responsibility. If  you see 
or hear about something, please say 
something,” the release stated.

FAIR
for

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Goats and sheep, cows and rabbits.
Young women and men and women wearing 

sashes and crowns.
Pies, cakes and jams, and cookies.
The screaming rides and cotton candy of  a 

carnival.
It’s the Calhoun County Fair, and it starts 

Tuesday at the Calhoun County Fairgrounds on 
Henry Barber Way.

One of  the main events is the Junior Livestock 
show, which culminates with an auction on 
Thursday.

This is where 4-H and FFA members showcase 
the projects they have been working on – their 
rabbits, their pigs, their steers, their chickens, and 
other livestock.

Meet some of  the competitors.

JUSTICE EPLEY
Epley has been a 4-H member for 11 years, 

including his Clover Kids times.
“I am very grateful for the many opportunities I 

have been offered through those years,” he said.
Epley, who is in his second term as club 

president, said he joined because of  his family.
“I chose to join 4-H mainly because of  my 

family. What I mean by this is all of  them grew up 
in 4-H and FFA, and they steered me towards the 
agricultural life, and I just kind of  took to it,” he 
said. “My brother had a big role to play in me joining 
4-H. When I saw how much fun he had doing all of  
the things he did, it made me excited to do all of  
those fun things as well.”

Epley will be showing steers and heifers, and a 
lot of  time, work, and effort go into raising them.

“Steers are the longest project to have at 
the county fair. We start to look for our steers in 
November and December and try to have them at our 
house by January,” he said.

The first step is building trust and working on 
grooming, which is a daily exercise consisting of  
washing, blow drying, and brushing.

“Nutrition is one of  the most important aspects 
of  raising any animal (not only steers). I feed twice 
a day, early in the morning before I go to school, 
making sure the animal has enough hay and water 
to last until I get home,” he said. “Once I get home 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

Every year on the first Sunday of  
October, for one whole hour, Highway 
35 will have its sides covered in signs as 
people from across Port Lavaca come out to 
stand firm in their belief  to end abortion.

This annual, highly visible event has 
happened for nearly 20 years and is part of  
a larger movement in America known as 
the Life Chain. The group, which began in 
1987 in California, has grown exceptionally 
large and eventually made its way through 
Texas and into Port Lavaca. 

Members cross denominational lines 

and are united in their goal to oppose 
abortion. The group in Port Lavaca was 
created by May Nichols, with this most 
recent event being their 17th event in total.

“I go to First Baptist Church, but we 
started the Life Chain here in the ’90s, 
and we’ve had a few year gaps here and 
there,” Nichols said. “It’s with the national 
branch, and they do them all over America. 
It’s always the first Sunday in October, from 
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.”

Members in the group are given signs 
to hold, each one with prayers printed on 
the back that can be read and with a pro-
life message on the front, before lining up 
on the side of  the road. 

This year’s event had over 150 registered 
people come out to show their support, 
with the group forming a line over half  
a mile long on each side of  the highway. 
Rocky Ybarra Jr. was one of  the younger 
members out on the side of  the road and 
plans to participate again next year.

“Some people were happier than 
others [to see us.] Some people drove by on 
motorcycles and filmed us. Some drove by 
waving or honking. But others didn’t feel 
so sympathetic,” Ybarra said. “It was a lot 
of  fun, hanging out with everybody. Just 
being a part of  a good community.”

Those standing out on the sides of  the 
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