
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Seadrift City Council 
held its first budget meeting 
Thursday, July 26, to consider 
the proposed budget for 2019-
20.

The current tax rate for 
the city of  Seadrift is 54 cents 
per $100 property valuation. 
According to Seadrift Mayor 
Elmer Deforest, the proposed 
general budget contains a 
2-cent increase.

At the meeting, the council 
reviewed three proposals that 
contained rate increases of  
1.75, 2, and 3 cents for 2019-20.

Deforest explained why 
there is a 1.75 cent increase 
in one of  the three tax rate 
increase proposals for the 2019-
20 budget.

Deforest said the 
legislature passed a revenue 
cap, but he added it’s not a cap, 
it’s a trigger.

“If  municipalities exceed 
a three and a half  percent 
increase in revenue an 
automatic election is held,” 
Deforest said.

Deforest said that the new 
rate will not be in force until 
January 1, 2020, and he added 
the city will operate under the 
old rules until then.

Deforest delved into 

calculations of  the 1.75 cent 
increase with the information 
that he had, and he said it is the 
amount that the council can 
raise but not exceed.

Deforest said that the 1.75 
cent increase would give the 
city 3.24 percent of  “existing 
revenue” but added there is 
an exception for cities with 
populations under 30,000. 
He also stated that there are 
pockets of  information that he 
is unclear about.

The council reviewed 
the changes for the street/
drainage repairs/maintenance, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
improvements, and the General 
Fund Maintenance and Ops 
Purposes.

According to the proposed 
general fund revenue for 
all three proposed tax rate 
increases, the WWTP will 
increase from 2 cents to 3 cents, 
Maintenance and Ops will 
increase, but varies according 
to which plan is adopted and 
the Street and drainage will go 
from 7.97 cents to 7.47 cents.

The area that the council 
examined was the 2019-20 
General Fund Expenditures, 
and according to Deforest, 
little has changed compared 
with the 2018-19 expenditures, 
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The Lone Star Shootout 
celebrated its 10th year hosting 
the annual fishing tournament 
after its completion Saturday 
in Port O’Connor. 

The Lone Star Shootout, 
the largest fishing tournament 
in Texas,  filled the void after 
the cancellation of  POCO 
Bueno.

Randy Bright, the 
chairman of  the Lone Star 
Shootout, said he had a 
long relationship with the 
tournament because his father 
was one of  the founders.

“It’s sad that POCO 
(Bueno) is no longer with us, 
but we’re pleased to be in Port 
O’Connor. This has been our 
home for nine years,” Bright 
said.

“Following POCO 
(Bueno), what we see now with 
the support are the people 
that might be coming for the 
weekend of  POCO (Bueno),” 
Bright said. “We’re the largest 
billfish tournament in Texas…
so it’s not a small replacement. 
We’re the real deal too,” he 
added. 

POCO Bueno would have 
celebrated its 50th year, and 
Neil Scott of  Port O’Connor 
said it is disappointing that the 
tradition has ended.

“It was such a tradition, 
49 years, one more year it 
would have been 50, and that 

would have been a cool time 
to cut it off, and the Lone Star 
Shootout has filled that void,” 
Scott said.

Fifty-three boats 
participated in the tournament 
this year, according to Bright. 
Hundreds of  people turned 
out to witness the boats dock 
and see what the anglers had 
landed.

“We have some great loyal 
participants. We had 53 boats 
this year, which was up from 
last year,” Bright said.

Bright added it was a 
great turnout, and seeing 
the people here watching the 
tournament.

Fifteen of  the boats in the 
tournament were from Port 
O’Connor, and 40 or so came 
from as far north as Louisiana 
and Port Aransas to the south, 
Bright said.

The categories of  fish 
caught at the tournament 
consisted of  marlin, tuna, 
wahoo, and dolphin (mahi-
mahi).

A Port O’Connor native 
won first place with his 
514.5-pound marlin. 

Lee Weidner and crew of  
the Bimini Babe were the first 
to dock Friday night with their 
catch.

 Weidner said it took him 
45 minutes to reel in his first 
place marlin.

“We don’t fish what 
everyone else does. We fish 

our game,” Weidner said. 
“We don’t fish like everyone 
else with the radio and the 
internet. We fish what we do. 

This week paid off, and the 
Lord blessed us,” he added.

SOCIAL MEDIA

A man fell three stories from a 
platform at Helena Chemical 
Co., Thursday, July 25. He 
was still in the hospital as of 
Monday. (Jared Van Epps/
Wave photo)

See LONE STAR Page A10
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Luna avoids prison with plea deal

ARON LUNA

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The former businessman 
and Calhoun Port Authority 
Commissioner Aron Luna 
dodged prison time after 
pleading guilty to theft last 
Thursday in District Court.

Nearly three years ago, 
Luna and former Calhoun 
County Commissioner Roger 
Galvan were arrested for theft 
by public servant. 

The initial focus of  
the investigation was on 
payments made by the county 
for a concrete rubble-type 

material called riprap, often 
used to help prevent beach 
erosion. Throughout 2015, The 
Wave outlined allegations of  
questionable practices by Luna 
and Galvan. Numerous sources 
and documents revealed that 
various contractors throughout 
the years delivered riprap to 
county locations at no charge. 
Several documents showed that 
the county, however, paid at 
least $214,195 for riprap, all in 
Precinct 1, and all approved by 
Galvan.

According to indictment 
documents, Galvan allegedly 

“unlawfully appropriated” 
$105,275 from the county 
between Jan. 14, 2010 and Dec. 
22, 2014. Documents further 
alleged Luna provided “aid” 
to Galvan to “unlawfully 
appropriate” $105,275 from the 
county between Jan. 14, 2010 and 
Dec. 22, 2014.

In District Court on 
Thursday, Galvan was quickly 
in and out as his pre-trial and 
trial dates were moved to late 
October.

Luna, on the other hand, 
pleaded guilty to theft by a 
public servant greater than or 

equal to $100,000 and less than 
$200,000.

As part of  his plea, Luna 
will serve no prison time, will be 
placed on 10-years probation and 
must pay $52,638 in restitution. 
Also, Luna must testify honestly 
if  called in cause number 2016-
09-7697 (Galvan’s case versus the 
State of  Texas). He cannot hold 
or run for public office nor hold 
an appointed office position.

Judge Jack W. Marr 
presided over the case.

Galvan’s pre-trial is set for 
Oct. 24, and the trial is to begin 
Oct. 28.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A big project in Precinct 
1 has finally gotten its 
funding in place, according 
to Commissioner David Hall.

Notification that the 
county had received the 
funding to repair the 
Chocolate Bayou boat ramp 
and bulkheads was received 
last Monday, Hall said.

“We’ve been working 
on this for two years, and 
everything was submitted 
last October, and we got 
notification last Monday,” he 
said.

The width of  the boat 
ramp, built in the 1950s, will 
be expanded from 12 feet to 18 
to 20 feet. The bulkhead will 
be extended north by 100 feet 
and south by 50 feet. 

“It was dilapidated. This 
project will help people have 
access to fishing - whether by 
boat or from the bank,” said 
Hall.

Funds are provided by 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Boating Access grant, which 
is funded by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Department.

“There is always a lot 
of  competition statewide for 
funding from these types of  
grants,” said Hall.

Hall noted that the 
process had to meet TPWD’s 
requirements as well as 
any from Fish and Wildlife. 
“With all the government 
requirements, it’s about a 
three-year project,” he said.

He said work is 
progressing slowly on the 
bulkheads. The Magnolia 
Beach project is waiting 
on the completion of  the 
permitting process of  the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers.

“The last Corps permit 
took a year and a half  so 
we’re probably looking at 10 
to 12 months before the Corps 
will allow any construction,” 
he said.

Working to obtain 
grant funding has been an 
education, Hall stated.

“You do things the right 
way and don’t cut corners, 
which will cost the taxpayer 
in the long run. If  you do 
it right, you’re good,” he 
said. “Start messing with 
water, and you can mess up 
habitat. It’s critical that it’s 
done right, or it can cause 
irreparable damage.”

Big weekend for big fish at Lone Star Shootout

Team Mechanical Man was the first to arrive with their 412-pound 
marlin Saturday, July 27. Mechanical Man finished second in the 
marlin category behind Bimini Babe, which had a 514.5-pound 
marlin. (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photo)

Man falls 
three stories 
at Helena 
Chemical Co.

STAFF REPORT

A man fell approximately 
three stories from a platform 
at Helena Chemical Co., 
Thursday, July 25.

According to Lieutenant 
Eric Salles with the Port 
Lavaca Police Department, 
Oscar Velazquez, 26, of  
Danevang fell from a conveyer 
belt platform while working 
at Helena Chemical Co.

“It looks like they were 
working on the grating on 
the platform, and one of  the 
gratings came loose, and 
he fell approximately three 
stories on to a cement slab,” 
Salles said.

Velazquez was life-
flighted to Memorial 
Hermann in Houston. Salles 
said PLPD checked on his 
status this morning, and he 
was still alive.

PLPD, Port Lavaca Fire 
Department and Calhoun 
County EMS all responded to 
the call.

County closes a portion of 
public road in Port O’Connor

See SEADRIFT Page A10

By DD TURNER
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Calhoun County commissioners approved closing a 
portion of  a public road in Port O’Connor during their meeting 
Wednesday, July 24.

The road is a portion of  Water Street that lies within 
Seventh Street and is owned by the Clark family.

It was described as a small area on land owned by the 
Clarks where the shrimp boats and a small building are, said 
Anne Marie Odefey, counsel for the court.

“The family wants to close it so they can sell that portion 
so hopefully the development will go on,” she said.

It is most likely commercial development, she answered 
in response to a question about what type of  development was 
planned.

In other business the court:
-- Approved a Payment of  Funds Request for FEMA project 

#5498, which Commissioner Vern Lyssy described as “our 
largest project” 

-- Approved a FEMA Project and Completion Report on 
Project #05498

-- Amended the service agreement with Tyler Technologies 
to add one user in the County Court-At-Law office

-- Adopted the revised Calhoun County Investment Policy
-- Approved the Calhoun County Records Archive Plan for 

2019-2020
-- Approved a proposal from KoFile for imaging of  various 

index books, probate journals and probate minutes 
-- Approved posting for a 30-day comment period to 

submit an application to the Texas General Land Office for a 
Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery for 
funds associated with Hurricane Harvey

-- Accepted insurance funds from damages to a Calhoun 
County Sheriff ’s Office vehicle for $1,612.45

-- Approved county bills and payroll as well as bills for 
Memorial Medical Center

TODAY’S VERSE
I solemnly charge you in 
the presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the 
dead, and by His appearing 
and His kingdom: preach 
the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with great patience and 
instruction. For the time 
will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their 
ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to 
their own desires, and will 
turn away their ears from 
the truth and will turn 
aside to myths. But you, be 
sober in all things, endure 
hardship, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.

2 Timothy 4:1-5

Robin L. Sly

Fred Allen Knipling


