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It’s an interesting 
juxtaposition. As house fires 
become fewer, they burn far 
hotter than before.

“Knock on wood, but I would 
say we’ve done pretty good this 
year,” said Port Lavaca Fire 
Department Lt. Chance O’Shel. 
“Every year, it seems to get a 
little bit less and less, so that’s 
a really good thing. But the one 
that is different, and a lot of  

people in the community don’t 
know this, is that while house 
fires get less and less, over time, 
they’ve gotten worse. There 
wasn’t a plastic desk, plastic 
TV screens, or all the plastics 
we have, and plastics burn way 
hotter than wood.”

The Port Lavaca City 
Council proclaimed October 
as Fire Prevention Month. 
Nationally, Fire Prevent Week 
is observed during the week of  
Oct. 9 in commemoration of  the 
Great Chicago Fire that began 
Oct. 8, 1871, according to the 

National Fire Prevention Week 
website, nfpa.org.

The Chicago fire killed more 
than 250 people, left 100,000 
homeless, destroyed more than 
17,400 buildings, and burned 
more than 2,000 acres of  land.

The International 
Association of  Fire Fighters 
also observes National Fire 
Prevention Month in October. 

The theme of  this year’s 
observance is Learn The 
Sounds of  Fire Safety, such as 
the difference between a smoke 
detector and carbon monoxide 

detector and what to do when 
they sound.

O’Shel said it is very 
important to have smoke 
detectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors installed in the home.

“Nowadays, it’s pretty neat. 
We used to have to change the 
batteries in them, and now they 
make 10-year smoke detectors 
you can buy and put up,” he 
said. “We recommend them to a 
lot of  the elderly, so they don’t 
have to go up a ladder and stuff  
and to parents and families 
as it takes away the hassle of  

remembering to change the 
battery.”

The fire department works 
with the American Red Cross 
in a program to install fire 
detectors in homes. O’Shel 
said the department is 
receiving the 10-year detectors 
from the Red Cross.

Families that own their 
own home or stay in their 
residence can ask the fire 
department for help with the 

See FIRE, Page A8
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The Memorial Medical 
Center Board of  Managers 
accepted the resignation of  
CEO Jason Anglin during 
a special called meeting 
Thursday afternoon.

Board Chairman Rolando 
Reyes said he was not expecting 
the resignation but accepted it 
with regret. He added that he 
appreciated the work Anglin 
did to bring money into the 
hospital through various state 
and federal programs.

Anglin, who has been at 
MMC for more than 11 years, 
said he was moving to a 
slightly larger 70-bed hospital 
in Missouri, where he could be 
closer to his family.

His last day will be Dec. 
30. The board plans to start a 

search for a replacement but as 
yet has not named an interim 
CEO

“I have a small family, 
and we’re from the Texas 

See ANGLIN Page A2
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361-551-0428

5287 McDonald Road, Port Lavaca

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Thursday, Oct. 14

Saturday, Oct. 16

First Class Karaoke
No cover charge

Steak Night

CHS Football
First Class Karaoke

House DJ Music
$5 cover charge

Triple Threat Band
Live Country Music

$10 cover charge
All Your Favorite Drinks, 

Burgers, Fries, Pizza, 
Chicken Bits & more. 

Perfect Weather Inside 
Drifters. Bring Your Party.

Halloween Bash 
Contest & Prizes

Oct. 30

It’s Calhoun County Fair week
2021 Calhoun County Fair Parade best of show
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Early voting in the 
state’s Nov. 2 Constitutional 
Amendment Election starts 
Monday, Oct. 18, and runs 
through Oct. 29.

On the ballot are eight 
amendments to the state 
constitution.

Early voting hours will be 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for the two weeks 
in the lobby of  the Calhoun 
County Courthouse, 211 S. Ann 
St. in Port Lavaca.

Curbside voting is available 
for residents by calling 361-553-
4440 to have a ballot brought to 
you.

Residents have up to 
11 days before the Nov. 2 
election to apply for a ballot 
by mail.  The application 
can be downloaded from the 
Calhoun County Elections 
Administration’s website, 
www.calhouncoelections.org.

Identification will be 
needed, and the following are 
acceptable forms:

- Texas Driver’s License.
- Texas Election 

Identification.
- Texas Personal 

Identification Card.
- Texas Handgun License.
- U.S. Military Identification 

Card.

 - U.S. Citizen Certificate.
 - U.S. Passport.

Health protocols are still 
in place for COVID-19. Voters 
are asked to practice social 
distancing and keep six feet 
apart. A mask is strongly 
recommended but not required. 
If  wearing a mask, you may be 
asked to lower it to verify your 
identity. Also, face covers are 
subject to the prohibition on 
electioneering for or against 
any candidate, measure, or 
political party.

Voters are asked if  they are 
showing signs of  COVID to use 
the curbside voting offered by 
the Elections Administration.

ON THE BALLOT
Proposition No. 1: Would 

expend a professional sports 
team charitable foundation’s 
ability to use raffles to raise 
funds. The amendment is 
specific to organizations 
sanctioned by the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association 
and the Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association and would 
allow those organizations to 
have charitable raffles at rodeo 
events.

Proposition No. 2: Amends 
the constitution to give counties 
the right that incorporated cities 
or towns have to issue bonds or 
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A gentle wind ruffled the 
leaves, and the sun shone gently 
on the gathering of  pet owners 
waiting for the Blessing of  the 
Animals at Grace Episcopal 
Church Saturday.

The church offered the 
blessing in honor of  St. Francis 
of  Assisi, who was known to 
preach to the birds.

“It’s tradition,” said Father 
Gary Gooch, who officiated over 
the ceremony. “It’s a celebration 
of  the beauty of  God’s creations 
and his creatures.”

Several dogs, along with 
their owners and one cat, 
attended the ceremony to be 
blessed. A neighborhood dog, 
known as Annie, left her fenced 
yard to bound across the field to 
take part as well.

The feast day for St. Francis 
is Oct. 4 and is celebrated 
worldwide. He died Oct. 3, 1226, 
and is known as the patron 
saint of  the environment and 
animals because he loved 
all creatures and was said to 
preach to the birds, according 
to information provided by 
Stephanie Park. His name and 
work are carried on today by 
the Franciscan order.

Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic Church and Our Lady 
of  the Gulf  Catholic School also 
had a Blessing of  the Animals. 
Families were invited to bring 
their pets after Mass for the 
blessing, which was presided 
over by Father James Dvorak.

Saturday, Father Gooch 
opened the blessing with the 
Prayer of  St. Francis:

“Lord, make me an 
instrument of  your peace.

Where there is hatred, let 
me sow love;

Where there is injury, 

Anglin resigns 
from MMC

Early voting starts Monday 
for amendment election

Pets receive blessing during event

Father Gary Gooch with Grace Episcopal Church blesses 
Grace, held by Mason Killin after Layla, owned by Patrick 
O’Neil, received her blessing, and Sasha waits her turn in the 
arms of her owner Grace Cook during the Blessing of the An-
imals Saturday in the church courtyard. Grace is owned by 
Stephanie Park, who also brought Petunia to the blessing. 
(Photo by Joyce Turner)

The 2021 Mini Calhoun County Fair Royalty was named Best of Show during the parade held Saturday morning. More than 40 
entries entertained the crowd lined up on the sidewalks of Port Lavaca to kick off the 2021 Calhoun County Fair. The fair is 
open through Saturday, Oct. 16. For a complete lineup of entertainment and activities, see www.calhouncountyfair.com. (Sherry 
Ficklen/Wave photo)
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