
STAFF REPORT

 “A little bit different … a 
whole lotta fun.”

That’s the theme for the 
Flip Flop Festival that makes 
its 2021 return Saturday after 
the coronavirus took it out of  
commission in 2020.

It will be a one-day event 
packed with tribute bands, 
contests, shopping, and a car 
show at Bayfront Peninsula 
Park. Gates open at 10 a.m. This 
year’s event is free.

“This year’s Flip Flop 
Festival will be different from 
any other Flip Flop in the 
past and any in the future,” 
said Tania French, events 
coordinator for the city of  Port 
Lavaca.

This year, attendees can 
bring a cooler of  drinks, as beer 
will not be sold at the festival to 
allow for social distancing for 
COVID-19.

“Bring a cooler but no glass 
bottles please,” said French.

The one-day festival is a 
way to let people “come out and 
enjoy live music in a setting that 
allows them to social distance 
at a level they are comfortable 
with,” said French.

There will be shopping 
with a variety of  vendors 
coming.

If  you need something to 
go with your cold drink, there 
will be several food vendors 
from which to choose.

And if  that isn’t enough, 
there will be contests to 
challenge your flip flop skills.

An array of  musical 
stylings will satisfy your 
musical desires.

One of  those is Blaze 
of  Glory: The Bon Jovi 
Experience.

According to the group’s 
website, the group was formed 
in January 2007 and features 
the vocal talents of  Trae Doss, 
channeling the larger-than-
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Calhoun County 
commissioners will conduct a 
public hearing on the proposed 
tax rate and budget during 
their Sept. 8 regular meeting 
beginning at 10 a.m.

The court set a date for 
the hearings during its Aug. 25 
meeting.

A tax rate of  .6101 cents per 
$100 valuation was proposed 
for fiscal year 2022 during the 
meeting. It is a percentage 
increase of  3.89 per $100 of  
valuation over the 2020 rate of  
.5872. The no-new-revenue rate 
was .5851 per $100 valuation, 
while the voter-approval 
rate was .6362 cents per $100 
valuation.

The county is proposing 
a General Fund budget of  
$27,159,368 for fiscal year 
2022. Expenses are budgeted 
at $28,188,803, resulting in a 

STAFF REPORT

Dow Seadrift unloaded 
its first trailer load of  
recyclables at the Calhoun 
County Recycling Center 
Friday as part of  its site-wide 
recycling initiative.

Almost 1,500 pounds of  
recyclable material, including 
plastics and cardboard, were 
unloaded Friday.

Dow’s “Stronger 
Together” 2021 Site Strategy 
implemented site recycling 
efforts and waste reduction 
strategies at their Seadrift 
and Victoria locations. 
Earlier this year, large 
recycling bins were placed 
around the plants to begin 
collecting water bottles 
and other items that can be 
recycled, according to a Dow 
press release.

The materials collected 
from the Dow facilities are 
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This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Sept. 9: Ladies Night & Karaoke

Sept. 10 : Steak Night & House DJ

Sept 11: TBD

 Thursday
Ladies Night 

& Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night &

House DJ

Saturday
Triple Threat

See TAX, Page A2

See DOW, Page A6
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Flip Flop Festival Returns

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

“You are never too old, too 
wacky, too wild, to pick up a book 
and read to a child.” Dr. Seuss.

The Calhoun County 
Library is launching a new 
program to help assist with 
reading skills to improve 
literacy and instill a love of  
reading among elementary-age 
children.

“Reading Buddies pairs 
volunteers, Big Buddies, with 
students, Little Buddies, for a 
one-hour long session once a 
week of  one-on-one reading,” 
said library volunteer Abi 
Franklin. “We are looking for 
teen and adult volunteers to 
read with and to our Little 
Buddies.”

The program is in search 
of  male and female volunteers 
to give at least one hour per 

Reading for all, 
both big and small

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Texas oyster farming 
was legalized two years ago, 
and an expert from Sea Grant 
explained the potential of  
the industry during a recent 
Lavaca Bay Foundation 
meeting.

“I’m really just trying 
to educate the public on this 
new industry that’s going to 
come online pretty soon,” 
Aquaculture Specialist Mario 
Marquez said during the Aug. 
19 meeting. “We’re in our 
infancy, but I can really see 
this booming in Texas, and 
it’s just going to be a new way 
for people to get oysters.”

Marquez presented 
the benefits of  this new 
industry and how it’ll impact 
the economy of  Texas and 
existing oyster reefs.

In the Gulf  of  Mexico, 
wild oyster reefs have 
declined 85 percent and 
this new industry can help 
regrow those sites, Marquez 
explained.

“There’s a lot of  seed 

that’s going into the water 
and it could potentially spawn 
and help regrow some of  the 
reefs,” he said.

Texas was the last state to 
legalize oyster farming when 
it passed House Bill 1300 in 
2019.  Marquez explained 
before the bill was passed, 
there wasn’t much interest, 
but interest changes with 
legislation.

“There was enough 
interest because it really 
started to take off  in the Gulf  
of  Mexico to where it really 
turned some heads. It allowed 
people to get in this new 
industry and have a piece of  
the pie,” he said.

Marquez has five oyster 
crops in Palacios, and he saw 
harvestable-sized oysters in 
six months.

Restaurateurs are among 
the people looking into oyster 
farming.

One of  the first oyster 
farmers that went online 
was part of  the restaurant 

RJ Shelly, of the Calhoun County Extension Office, holds one 
the oyster cages as Mario Marquez pulls out a couple of 
farmed oysters in Palacios. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Dow’s “Stronger Together” 2021 Site Strategy implements recy-
cling efforts and waste reduction strategies at the Seadrift and 
Victoria Dow locations.  Friday, the company dropped off nearly 
1,500 pounds of recyclables including plastic bottles and card-
board at the Calhoun County Recycle Center. Presenting Com-
missioner Vern Lyssy, center, with the Site Strategy Medal are 
Dow employees Jason Ammerman, left, and Karlos Moreno, turn-
around manager. (Joyce Turner/Wave photo)

DOW implements ‘Stronger Together’ strategy

Pearl of an industry
Oyster farming could relieve 

pressure on wild reefs

Thirteen U.S. flags wave gently in the breeze outside the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4403 
in Port Lavaca. The flags are on display to honor and serve as a reminder of the soldiers who 
were killed recently in Kabul, Afghanistan. (Contributed photo)

See READING, Page A2

Patrons are pictured flinging their flops for the chance to be a winner in the fling flong contest 
during a past Flip Flop Festival.  The event will return Saturday, Sept. 4, at Bayfront Peninsula 
after being canceled last year due to the pandemic (Wave file photo)

County tax 
rate budget,
hearings Sept. 8

See FLIP FLOP Page A6

See OYSTERS Page A8
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