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For nearly a quarter of  
the school year, Calhoun 
County ISD students spent 
their time remote learning 
due to the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Remote learning kept the 
students away from in-person, 
face-to-face interaction 
and instruction from their 
teachers.

There is a growing 
concern among parents, 
teachers, and administrators 
that remote learning will 
continue into the 2020-2021 
school year.

The CCISD Board is 
committed to offering face-
to-face instruction as long as 
nothing drastically changes 
in the restrictions from the 
pandemic.

The board approved 
an academic calendar that 
begins one week earlier than 
initially planned.

“It will provide some 
time to adjust to COVID 
interruptions to the 
instructional calendar,” 
CCISD Superintendent Larry 
Nichols said. “We plan to offer 
face-to-face instruction as 
much as possible to as many 
(students) as possible while 
following state guidelines.”

Luke Franklin, 7, will be 
going into the second grade 
this coming year at HJM 

Elementary. Luke’s parents, 
Dallas and Brooke Franklin 
feel that remote learning, 
especially in the elementary 
grades, is exceedingly 
difficult.

Both Dallas and Brooke 
worked full-time before 
schools were closed and did so 
during the pandemic. Brooke 
was able to stay home, so she 
was able to help Luke with 
remote learning.

“We are far from teachers, 
and it’s also challenging 
to teach your own child 
anything. He, at times, had 
to do things on his own, and 
we would go back and review 
what he did. From what I 
gather, the teachers were just 
trying to keep them at the 
level they left school,” Dallas 
said.

One of  Dallas’s main 
concerns was the children 
that did not have the means 
to access the material, the 
parents to be able to help 
teach, and the abuse some 
have in their households.

“I worry about the abuse 
some kids are enduring 
during these times. For some 
kids, school is their safe place, 
a place where teachers and 
staff  can keep an eye on them. 
Before the pandemic, mental 
health was such a huge issue. 
Now it’s not talked about 
much. I fear for the future of  
not only my child but the kids 
that are just making it by,” 

Dallas said.
J-R Elementary Principal 

Sherry Phillips said they are 
busy preparing to provide 
interventions to students who 
may need extra assistance 
when school returns in 
August.

Phillips, a long-time 
elementary school teacher, 
and now principal stressed 
the importance of  face-to-face 
instruction, especially during 
the formative years of  a child.

“Teachers are so 
important to the learning 
process. Elementary teachers 
choose this profession 
because they love working 
with children,” Phillips said. 
“They are the reason we come 
to school each and every day. 
We are already planning for 
this next year and will do 
everything we can to provide 
instruction on campus while 
meeting all district, state, and 
CDC guidelines to keep our 
students safe.”

In addition, Nichols 
stated home learning packets 
are available upon request 
throughout the summer. At 
the beginning of  the 2020-
2021 school year, they will 
administer a reading and 
math measure of  academic 
progress and use the data 
to plan instruction that is 
designed to bridge any gaps 
that may have occurred.

One of  the things 
seemingly lost during the 

quarantine and while the 
students were away from 
school is the interaction they 
did not have with friends and 
fellow classmates.

“Our kids need to 
interact with others as much 
as possible. It teaches them 
life skills, and they learn how 
to deal with difficult social 
situations. They understand 
how to accept rejection. They 
get to see how others live and 

that all people are different,” 
Dallas said. “Social skills 
are learned at such a young 
age. If  we continue to remote 
learn or take away from 
the social interaction, I am 
terrified at what our society 
will look like for Luke and all 
other children in the years to 
come.”

Nichols is adamant and 
prefers to provide direct, face-
to-face instruction and plans 

to offer it as much as possible 
next year. He also included 
that remote learning worked 
well and that students, 
parents, and teachers made 
important efforts to make it 
work.

“Face-to-face instruction 
is the best instruction. There 
is no substitute for personal 
connections; however, content 
can be efficiently delivered 
remotely,” Nichols said.
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Students need face-to-face instruction

Seadrift hosts 
meeting for 
the first time 
since April

MMC deals with the 
financial impact from 
COVID-19

Calhoun athletes begin strength, conditioning

Pescado Grande sinks due to COVID-19 concerns

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 45 Total Cases

n 41 Confirmed Cases

n 37 Recovered

n 5 Active

n 3 Deaths

n 4 Probables

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

There is a sliver of  a silver 
lining for Memorial Medical 
Center as it deals with the 
impact of  the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Jason Anglin, CEO/CFO 
of  the hospital, reported to 
Calhoun County commissioners 
at the May 27 meeting that 
the disease had significantly 
affected volumes and revenue 
for the hospital.

“Our gross revenue for 
April, compared to April of  last 
year, was down $3,094,000, or 46 
percent,” said Anglin. He also 
noted that in April, the hospital 
lost $2,887.

The silver lining was the 
receipt of  Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security 
Act funds to the tune of  more 
than $1.9 million, of  which 
$568,000 came to MMC. The 
eight nursing homes that MMC 
works with through the QUIP 
program received the bulk of  
the funds.

“We were able to recognize 
all of  it as revenue because 
of  the stimulus’ structure the 
funds are for lost revenue,” said 
Anglin.

In addition, the hospital 
received a $3,663,336 stimulus 
package for rural hospitals and, 
because MMC is a critical access 
hospital, it received a larger 
amount.

Anglin said they would be 
looking at lost revenue and how 
much is covered by the stimulus.

“It was a very good thing 
to get that stimulus payment,” 
he said. “It is huge for us to get 
that amount of  funds as only 
God knows how long it’s going 
to be before things return to 
normal. We’re probably going 
to have months of  lost revenue, 
and that’s going to help us in the 
coming months with that.”

MMC also received a $49,000 

grant for the rural health clinic 
that has to do with testing for 
COVID-19. “We have to see how 
to utilize the funds for that,” 
Anglin said.

The hospital received two 
smaller grants - $84,000 from 
the state Office of  Rural Health 
for preventing, diagnosing, 
and treating COVID-19 and 
$5,987 from the Texas Hospital 
Foundation related to COVID-19.

In addition, another 
stimulus payment of  more than 
$2 million was received but is 
specifically for the eight nursing 
homes serviced by MMC.

Another bright spot was 
advanced Medicare payments 
of  $3.7 million. This money 
would have to be repaid through 
withheld payments unless the 
U.S. Congress decides to allow 
hospitals to keep the funds.

“They are pushing for the 
forgiveness of  the Medicare 
Advance payments to be 
included in the next round 
of  stimulus or assistance to 
hospitals. If  that materializes, 
that would huge for us as we 
could keep those funds instead 
of  having to pay back. Only 
time will tell what happens with 
that,” he said.

Currently, the hospital has 
a balance of  $6,670,000 in its 
operating account, the driving 
factors of  which are the stimulus 
payments and the advance 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun coaches readied 
Calhoun High School and 
Travis Middle School weight 
rooms last week for summer 
workouts for student-athletes.

Calhoun Athletic Director 
Richard Whitaker was prepping 
the CHS weight room last 
Tuesday, ensuring it followed 
social distancing guidelines.

“I sat down and looked at 
the CDC rules and the TEA and 
UIL Guidelines that were sent 
out to us,” Whitaker said. “Just 
like restaurants and things like 
that, in our weight rooms and 
gyms, we’re allowed X amount 
of  capacity inside.”

Whitaker contacted 
Maintenance Director Joe 
Hernandez and Port Lavaca 
Fire Department Chief  Joe 
Reyes regarding the capacity 

See ATHLETES Page A2A2

See MMC Page A10A10

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

There will be no big fish 
tales this year coming from The 
Harbor Children’s Alliance and 
Victims Center’s Annual Pescado 
Grande Fishing Tournament, 
scheduled for Friday, June 26, and 
Saturday, June 27, thanks to the 
novel coronavirus, COVID-19.

 The Harbor’s Board of  
Directors decided to cancel the 
event due to so many unknowns 
surrounding the pandemic. The 
Harbor’s Executive Director, 
Maria Walton, said board 
members, volunteers, and staff  
usually spend several months 
planning the event. They send 
sponsorship letters early so that 
shirts can be printed and contact 
businesses for raffle items so that 
tickets can be printed and ready 
for sale by the end of April. They 
also contact silent auction donors, 
which happens amid the nation’s 
closure.

“With so many unknowns, 
we could not, in good conscience, 
send out letters to local companies 

asking them to support our event 
when they were unsure as to what 
business was going to look like 
from day to day,” said Walton. “We 
couldn’t ask those local business 
owners to donate to our event 
when they were not able to keep 
their own doors open and with 
so many people out of work, we 
didn’t know what that was going 
to do to our registrations and 
ticket sales.  We also wanted to 
avoid asking for sponsorships and 
donations and then have to cancel 
another event due to the safety 
of our community, participants, 
staff, and volunteers. We, in no 
way, wanted the community 
to think that we did not have 
any consideration for what was 
going on, or that we did not care 
about what was happening to our 
community.”

Pescado Grande is the 
biggest profit fundraiser of the 
year for The Harbor, along with 
The Murder Mystery Dinner 
and Sportsman’s Night Out Gun 
Raffle.

“In the past, the tournament 

has raised anywhere between $ 
18,000 to $ 25,000. We do not just 
consider it a successful event 
because of the money it brings 
in, but because of the community 
support we receive,” said Walton. 
“We have sponsors that have been 
part of the tournament every 
single year since its inception. 
The Lion’s Club has donated their 
time year after year cooking the 
fish for our Saturday meal, and 
we have participants that keep 
coming back year after year to fish 
our tournament. The volunteers 
that have come out to help always 
talk about what a great time they 
had and what a wonderful event 
it was, and we truly enjoy hosting 
this event. We may not have the 
biggest purse to give away, but the 
support that we get is amazing 
because they know that it is for 
a good cause, to help us continue 
providing services to victims and 
children in Calhoun County.”

The tournament usually 
draws about 35 bay boats and six 
offshore boats each year.

See PESCADO Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Seadrift City Council 
resumed its regularly 
scheduled meetings Tuesday, 
June 2, for the first time since 
April.

COVID-19 caused the 
cancellation of  last May’s 
meeting.

The Council returned to 
action and talked about the 
latest updates on the grants.

The council approved 
to pay invoices to G&W 
Engineers for $17,721.25 and 
$3,337.50 for the Seawall 
FEMA Project 3228 and DAC 
FEMA Project 32916. 

Seadrift Mayor Elmer 
DeForest talked about the 
status of  the seawall at 
Tuesday’s meeting. He said 
it is still in limbo and going 
through the process of  the 
changed statement of  work 
approved.

DeForest said FEMA 
is hung up on the original 
engineering that was going 
to put the new seawall inches 
out from the old seawall, and 
he added FEMA said that is 
an “improvement project” 
and will not fund it.

DeForest stated it has to 

See SEADRIFT Page A10A10

Calhoun athletes returned to action on Monday for their summer 
workouts but under certain guidelines by the UIL, TEA and CDC, 
to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)

CCISD students in a classroom at Seadrift School in 2017. (Wave File photo)


