
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

COVID-19 took a bite out of  
another annual event this year – 
Warriors Weekend.

However, the local Warriors 
Weekend organizers were 
not going to let the year go 
by without trying to honor 
veterans wounded in service to 
the country.

So they took up the Purple 
Heart Challenge, said Ron 
Kocian, who organized the 
weekend event at the Veterans 
of  Foreign Wars, Post 4403, 
starting with a meal Friday, 
Nov. 6, welcoming the veterans 
to town.

“This is our first Purple 
Heart Challenge,” said Kocian.

The event drew 44 veterans 
and their wives, who were part 
of  a fishing tournament on 

Saturday.
Kocian said they would 

be fishing for redfish, speckled 
trout, black drum, and flounder. 
And, there would be a prize for 
the fisherman who netted the 
largest Texas Slam – redfish, 
trout, and flounder.

“It’s a blessing to be here,” 
said John Takai, who served in 
the 128th Light Infantry Division 
out of  Fort Riley, also known as 
the Black Lions. “It’s good to 
meet with other veterans.”

Takai, who is from Guam, 
served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and was part of  the 
troop surge in 2007. He was 
injured by an explosively formed 
penetrator.

“I’m thankful to be alive,” 
he said. 

For more information about 
Warriors Weekend, visit www.
warriorsweekend.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA

A Blessed Day

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners took care of  
several items of business for the 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office 
during its Wednesday, Nov. 4, 
meeting.

Calhoun County Sheriff  
Bobby Vickery clarified the 
purchase of a new drug dog, 
Lima.

“I wanted to clarify the 
wording. The wording was to 
where I had to accept donations 
to pay for the dog,” he said. 
“I wanted to clarify that the 
donations would be put aside and 
used to defray future expenses for 
a canine down the line.”

Vickery said he had already 
paid for Lima out of his budget as 
he didn’t want the debt lingering 
with the breeder, Milner Kennels.

Lima cost $15,000, but 
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Jason March, left, and John Takai, both members of the 128th 
Light Infantry at Fort Riley also know as the Black Lions, reunited 
at the Warriors Weekend’s Purple Heart Challenge Friday at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4403, in Port Lavaca. (DD Turner/
Wave photo)

United 
Way using 
different ways 
for donations

County 
approves 
several sheriff 
items

Purple Heart Challenge

Tough loss in district title game

You know sometimes you 
are having a kind of  up and 
down day, as I was on Oct. 8.

I decided to do my grocery 
shopping. So, list in hand I 
went to HEB, did my shopping 
and headed to the checkout.

There was a gentlemen 
ahead of  me, and I started 
to put things on the counter, 
and he started helping me. We 
started talking, and he was 
a native Port Lavacian and I 
was a transplant. He paid for 
his groceries and said that he 
would be right back. I didn’t 
understand why he would 
be coming back. I just kept 
putting things on the counter.

He came back and helped 
me put things on the counter 
and said that he was going to 
pay for my groceries. I couldn’t 
believe what he had just said.

I told him that it was too 
much, but he said to pass it 
forward and have a blessed day.

I shook his hand and asked 
him his name. As we were 
walking out of  the store, the 
young lady helping me said, 
“What is the matter?”

I told her that the man 
paid my bill, and she replied 
that it was a lot of  money.

As we were loading the 
groceries, the gentleman 
walked away, turned, looked 
back and smiled. I was so taken 
back.

Sir may God bless you 
and keep you safe. I will pass it 
forward and thank you.

- Jane

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

It’s still 2020. And as it has 
gone for most of  the year, events 
have been canceled or changed 
to cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

United Way’s annual 
fundraiser is no exception.

“We have been looking at 
the process of  making donations 
a lot easier,” said United Way 
Executive Director Wendy 
Cabrera. The pandemic made 
“it easier to make the choice 
since we can’t do the actual 
presentations. So we had to 
come up with a way to it without 
being face-to-face.”

That is through an online 
donation program at www.
unitedwaybythebay.org, the 
organization’s website.

“The new app allows people 
to create an online account with 
their debit card, and they can 
select one time, monthly or our 
new feature, round-up,” said 
Cabrera.

Clicking on the donate 
button at the top right presents 
three ways to donate – a one-
time donation, a monthly 
donation, and a round-up.

“The new feature, round-
up, allows a donation through 
swiping a debit card and 
rounding up the amount to the 
next dollar,” she explained. “The 
donor can set the total amount 
they want to give through the 
round-up option.”

Text “Calhoun” to 26989 for 
donation information.

Cabrera said they brought 
the website closer to home by 

See UNITED Page A10A10
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Calhoun gearing up for playoffs

Sliding into a new playground in POC

CCISD 
students 
learn about 
marine life 

Xavier Smith, Gage Spencer and Samuel Torres on the field Friday 
during the game against Calallen. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker)

The Calhoun Sandcrabs returned to practice in preparation for 
their Bi-District game against the Zapata Hawks in Alice. (Jared 
Van Epps/Wave Photo)

Darla Parker, president of the Port O’Connor Chamber of Commerce, tests the slide of the new playground equipment that was officially 
dedicated Saturday at Kingfisher Beach with hotdogs, drinks and children having fun. The playground has already survived two storms 
this season. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

It was a long night for the 
Calhoun Sandcrabs in their 28-7 
loss to the Calallen Wildcats at 
home last Friday night.

The Calallen defense shut 
down the Sandcrabs offense 
limiting it to a season-low 170 
rushing yards.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
his offense’s performance in the 
loss to Calallen.

“Worst offensive first half of  
football we had all year long. We 

lined up in the wrong formations 
four or five times,” Whitaker said.

Whitaker gave credit to 
Calallen’s defense, and he said 
that was the Wildcat’s best 
“defensive football” they had seen 
in a long time.

“I thought Waco La Vega was 
faster. I’m not sure [anymore]. 
These guys are so disciplined 
about their speed,” Whitaker 
said. “They get there so quick and 
do so well. If  you’re not playing 
fast and putting your nose where 
you’re supposed to be, they’ll 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
are preparing for their first-
round playoff matchup against 
the Zapata Hawks this Friday at 
Alice High School.

Head Coach Richard 
Whitaker said this is a whole new 
season for the Sandcrabs.

“It’s always exciting when 
you get to the postseason because 

you’re going to start off with 64 
teams, and every week you’re 
gonna cut that in half,” Whitaker 
said.

Whitaker emphasized the 
importance of his team waking 
up every Saturday morning to be 
1-0 every week, and if not, he said 
the season is over.

“We’re gonna take it one 
game at a time, and we got a 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR – 
Children clambered up the steps 
to get their chance to slide down 
to land on the cushioned ground 
as the waves wash ashore in the 

background.
They also got on board 

the trout riders and bobbed 
back and forth with smiles 
on their faces as they enjoyed 
the playground installed at 
Kingfisher Beach.

And, it’s official now, 

although the new playground 
area has been up long enough 
to survive two of  this season’s 
storms.

The Port O’Connor 
Chamber of  Commerce hosted 
a dedication ceremony Saturday 
replete with hotdogs and 

children swarming over the 
equipment.

Darla Parker, president 
of  the chamber, said they 
used funds from their main 
fundraiser, the annual Crawfish 
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See COUNTY Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

CCISD fourth graders 
visited Lighthouse Beach 
last week for Junior Marine 
Exploration Week presented 
by the Children’s Discovery 
Museum.

Students from JR to 
Seadrift School got a chance 
to learn from three learning 
stations; a crabbing station, 
a marsh station, and a beach 
station.

Doug Donaldson, Program 
Director of  the Children’s 
Discovery Museum, talked 
about the program held at 
Lighthouse Beach. “It’s a 
field trip for fourth graders, 
and we do it every year. We 
come from Victoria, where the 
children’s museum is located.” 
Donaldson said. “We set up 
shop down here. This year, 
all of  the fourth graders from 
Calhoun County ISD are here.”

Donaldson added that the 
fourth graders learned about 
marine science for two days 

Kristen Kestler and her 
JR fourth grade class at 
the crabbing station at 
Lighthouse Beach last 
Tuesday. Mary Caulkins, right, 
of the Children’s Discovery 
Museum, shows fourth grader 
Tyler Hataway a blue crab at 
the crabbing station on the 
boardwalk.  (Jared Van Epps/
Wave Photo)
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