
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners heard a 
proposal to add a third 
EMS crew during a budget 
workshop Thursday, July 11.

EMS Director Dustin 
Jenkins said the crew 
would consist of  three two 
person teams to manage the 
ambulance due to an increase 
in calls and number of  
patients.

In addition, Jenkins 
discussed total utilization of  
resources (TUR), a number he 
has tracked since October 2018, 
and the problems that it can 
create for the EMS service.

Total utilization of  
resources is “when all 
resources are out on a call 
including myself  and the 
assistant director…basically, 
there’s nobody home,” he said.

So far in 2019, 241 TURs 
have occurred for both the 
central and south stations. 
That breaks down to 173 TURs 
at Central and 68 at the South 
station.

“This is causing service 
delays,” explained Jenkins.

In the first six months 
of  2019, there have been 41 
service delays due to the total 
utilization of  resources.

An aging population, as 
well as a new nursing home 
preparing to open in Port 
Lavaca, will also be a drain 
on current resources due to 
transfers taking an ambulance 
out for the duration, explained 
Jenkins.

Jenkins put together a 
yearly age demographic that 
showed the population of  those 
aged 85 and older was 170 in 
2017, 163 in 2018 and 205 in 2019; 
ages 74-84 was 189 in 2017, 197 
in 2018 and 241 in 2019; 65 to 74 
was 190 in 2017, 239 in 2018 and 
259 in 2019; and 45 to 64 was 173 

in 2017, 203 in 2018 and 235 in 
2019. 

Long-distance transfers 
in 2019 have totaled 75, and 
in 2018 totaled 113. In the 
first six months of  2019, 69 
transfers were involved in total 
utilization of  resources.

Over the first six months 
of  2019, 35 TURs resulted from 
long-distance transfers alone.

Jenkins explained that 
these transfers are usually 
from one hospital to another 
in places such as Houston and 
San Antonio. Also, the TUR can 
affect the timing of  a transfer 
of  a trauma patient. 

“There is a window that 
the doctors need to have a 
trauma patient transferred,” 
he said.

He also noted that nursing 
homes calls were likely to 
increase when the new nursing 
home opens. “They expect 
to be full within the year 
and capacity is for about 130 
patients,” he said. 

Jenkins also did a calls-
per-unit comparison to other 
agencies. These statistics 
showed that Calhoun EMS 

handled 3,258 calls per year 
with three units at 1,086 calls 
per unit with an average call 
time of  1:02.56. Jackson County 
saw 2,776 calls with three 
units at 925 calls per unit with 
a similar call time. Refugio 
County handled 1,300 calls 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

GANADO—Ganado 
High School hosted the 
Guardians Drum and Bugle 
Corps Wednesday, July 17, at 
their football stadium, and 
one Calhoun band member 
performed with them.

Mason Wood, a Calhoun 
senior and trumpet player 
for the CHS band, joined the 
Guardians this year, and he said 
it’s a lot different from playing 
with CHS.

“It’s a lot more professional 
than the band in Calhoun, and 
it’s a lot harder in general.” 
Wood said.

The Guardians are a drum 
and bugle corps which began in 
2012, according to Michael New, 
the Guardians board president.

New compared the 
Guardians to “select basketball” 
except for marching bands.

New said they audition 
brass and percussion players and members of  the Guardians 

from across Texas and take the 
best 150 to travel the country to 
compete.
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Calhoun County EMS By The Numbers
YEAR     JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APRIL    MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.    NOV.    DEC.   TOTAL
2019    247    243    261       296      304       278          1,629

2018    247    202    201     261     244       250        255        246 220 271 268 261 2,926 

2017    238    221    249     232     250       221        263        245 234 189 306 207 2,855

2016    172    223    217     227     269       237        281        230 247 240 217 252 2,812

2015    227    205    235     235     249       244        245        233 222 240 212 215 2,762

YEAR     JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APRIL    MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.    NOV.    DEC.   TOTAL
2019    26    30    44          57         41       43               241

2018                                            15 39 43 97  

YEAR     JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APRIL    MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.    NOV.    DEC.   TOTAL
2019    23    19    31          36        29          35         173

2018                                                 12 30 34 76 

YEAR     JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APRIL    MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.    NOV.    DEC.   TOTAL
2019    3    11    13           21         12         8            68

2018                                                 3 9 9   21 

YEAR     JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APRIL    MAY    JUNE    JULY    AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.    NOV.    DEC.   TOTAL
2019      11      7      9           9           2           3            41

2018                                                 4 11 10   25 
* Only mOnths numbers are available

TOTAL CALLS

TOTAL UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES*

TOTAL UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES: CENTRAL STATION ONLY*

TOTAL UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES: CENTRAL AND SOUTH STATIONS*

TOTAL UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES: SERVICE DELAYS*

Port, Formosa 
come to 
terms on 
water rights

Compensation 
plan creates hot 
topic at  council 
meeting
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Midway through the Port 
Lavaca City Council meeting, 
July 8, things heated up as the 
council discussed the proposed 
city’s compensation plan for the 
next fiscal year.

City Manager Bill DiLibero 
opened the agenda item by 
stating the compensation plan 
“really hasn’t changed.” 

“The pay grades have been 
adjusted based on the salary 
survey based on the different 
communities,” DiLibero said.

Councilman Tim Dent 
questioned whether the old 
salary schedule approved 
last year was the basis for the 
compensation plan. DiLibero 
replied that it was a new plan 
based on the survey.

Councilwoman Rosie 
Padron interjected saying she 
had an issue with the proposed 
compensation plan.

“We worked really hard last 
year, and you (city manager) 
kind of just came in and swept 
it all away. We didn’t work 
hard for ourselves but for the 
employees,” Padron said.

In the proposed plan, the 
wage scales are tipped to one 
side Padron explained.

“You guys (administration), 
the scale is like this (Padron 
modeled a scale with her hands 
with the administration’s pay 
being the high hand and the 
other employees’ pay being the 
low hand),” Padron animated. 
“What we originally wanted to 
do was bring the scale more like 
this, more even, bringing the 

See CITY Page A6

EMS often exhausts its resources

CHS band member performs with Guardians Drum corps

Mason Wood, CHS senior, performed with the Guardians Drum and Bugle Corp sat Ganado High 
School’s football stadium, Thursday, July 10. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

See BAND Page A7

Seadrift Council approves food truck ordinance 
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Seadrift City Council 
held their monthly meeting 
Tuesday, July 2, at City Hall.

The council approved 
the final draft of  the Mobile 
Food Service Ordinance 
after making some edits and 
changes to the previously 
proposed draft from April’s 
meeting. 

According to the 
ordinance, it concerns the 
regulation of  any Mobile Food 

Service units operating within 
the city of  Seadrift. 

The ordinance requires 
an operator of  a Mobile Food 
Truck to possess a permit and 
to post it in or on the unit. 

The permit fee varies 
with the type of  unit.

Trucks, vans, cars, 
trailers, etc. are $150, snow 
cone and ice cream units are 
$100, and food carts are $75.

According to the 
ordinance, permits are 
renewable on or before Dec. 1 
of  each year. 

The ordinance contains 
penalties for those in violation 
of  its terms. Any such 
violations will be penalized 
with a fine not exceeding $500. 

The Mobile Food Service 
Ordinance takes effect 
Wednesday, July 17.

Mobile Food Service 
Applications and renewal 
permits are available at 
Seadrift City Hall.

In other news the council 
approved:

Demolition of  the 
structure at 503 W. Cleveland 

Avenue as discussed in the 
Substandard Building public 
hearing in April.

Payment of  $7,185 to JDM 
Engineering for two invoices 
for the improvement of  the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Russel Cady’s bid of  
$7,500 to remove a derelict 
vessel from Municipal Harbor.

GRANTS:
The council approved 

a FEMA-PA, CDBG-DR and 
CDBG-TDA checking account.

See SEADRIFT Page A6

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT—  -
The Calhoun Port Authority 
board has approved the 
assignment of  water rights to 
Formosa Plastics.

The port will retain the 
rights, but Formosa will have 
use of  the water and will pay 
the fee for the rights, which is 
around $90,000 a year plus an 
administrative fee. 

Board member Jay 
Cuellar asked that a time 
limit be included in the 
agreement rather than the 90-
day notice in the contract.

“I would like to see it 
written that it’s restricted 
to industrial use and see 
absolute terms, so we can 
come back to it in the future,” 
said Cuellar. “I don’t want 
it to end up in the history 
books, forgotten.”

Jack Wu, vice president 
for Business Development at 
Formosa, explained that if  a 
term was set, that would be a 
direct obligation whereas the 
90-day notice would allow the 
port to reclaim the water at 
any point.

In addition, “We borrow 
the water for a particular use, 
and Formosa cannot resell 
the water by law,” he said.

“I just want to see better 
control of  it,” said Cuellar.

In other business, the 
board:

-- Approved a 2019 GICA 
Convention Sponsorship.

-- Approved the renewal 
of  a 68.77-rod easement of  
seven natural gas pipelines 
less than 7 inches in diameter 
between the port authority 
and Neumin Production.

-- Approved an overhead 
pipeline easement agreement 
between the port authority 
and Arrowhead Offshore 
Pipeline LLC for two 
additional pipelines. 

-- Approved Amendment 
No. 4 to the Professional 
Services Agreement between 
the port authority and 
Belaire Environmental to 
address issues raised by 
the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers concerning the 
Powderhorn mitigation 
project due to a dredging 
project.

School supply drive
Trinity Shores of  Port 

Lavaca is hosting a school 
supply drive to help benefit 
local elementary schools.  
Items can be dropped off  
through Monday, July 22. 

Insect collection
CHS Pre-AP biology 

students are asked to 
participate in a half-day 
insect collecting field trip 
at the Formosa-Tejano 
Wetlands from 8:45 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Thursday, 
July 18. Transportation 
will be provided with 
a reservation. Please 
contact D. Sonsel at 
sonseld@calcoisd.org to 
make a reservation. Trip 
information can be found 
on the CCISD website and 
on CCISD Facebook.

UPCOMING EVENTS


