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By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The city of  Port Lavaca 
is gearing up to transform 
Bayfront Peninsula Park 
into a modernized more 
functional attraction.

Port Lavaca City 
Manager Bill DiLibero gave 
an update on where the city 
is on beginning the project 
during the Port Lavaca Noon 
Day Rotary Club meeting 
held Thursday, May 2.

There have been 
several discussions over the 
years about the park being 
upgraded, but little has been 
done. The city has allocated 
$500,000 to the project, and by 
so doing gives it an optimal 
chance in receiving grant 
funding. 

DiLibero said that the 
city does not want to repair 
only damages to the park left 
by Hurricane Harvey but 
also to improve the park even 
more.

“We are trying to make 
improvements to the park 
that are above and beyond 
the damages from Hurricane 
Harvey,” DiLibero said.

One of  the grants the city 
applied for is a Recreational 
Trails Grant provided by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife.

“In the fall we applied 
for the grant to help fund 
what we are proposing for the 
park,” he said.

Nearly 10 years ago the 
city was awarded a similar 
grant that helped fund the 
walking/running trail loop at 
the Lighthouse Beach.

The city has the same 
idea for a walking/running 
loop at Bayfront Peninsula 
Park.

The proposed plan has a 
mile-long loop spanning the 
entire park. The loop will 
have modern solar lighting 
along the trail, so people can 
utilize it day or night. 

In addition to the trail, 
the plans create a more 
organized park that separates 
parking and vehicle traffic 
from the walking areas.

“One of  the things we 
want to do is differentiate 
where you can walk versus 
where you can drive and 
park. As it is right now 
that can get kind of  fuzzy 
in places. Right now, you 
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New faces elected to port board
De La Garza, 
Cuellar win 
port election 
races

Luis De La Garza, left, and Jay Cuellar congratulate each other on their wins in the Calhoun Port 
Authority board election. De La Garza won District 4 with 381 votes, while Cuellar won District 2 with 
187 votes. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Calhoun Port Authority 
will have two new faces as 
incumbents were ousted in 
Saturday’s election.

In the District 4 race, Luis 
De La Garza defeated incumbent 
Randy Boyd 381, 69.78 percent of  
votes cast to 111, 20.33 percent. 
Alvin Bland garnered 30 votes, 
5.49 percent, while Roger 
Hochgraber had 18, 3.30 percent 
and Paul Lauterbach had 6, 1.10 
percent.

“The vote sends a strong 
message to Calhoun County 
elected officials that poor 
performance will not be 
tolerated,” wrote De La Garza in 
a prepared statement. “Today is 
a new day with sunshine on the 
horizon for the port authority 
and the first step in regaining 
integrity and credibility for our 
board. I look forward to working 
with current board members, 
our customers, pilots, and other 
government entities in making 
the right decision for taxpayers 
while on the Port Authority 
board.”

“My campaign foundation of  
transparency and accountability 
has not wavered since I began,” 
De La Garza wrote.

He also thanked the voters, 
donors, and everyone who 
worked on his campaign.

“Thank you to my wife, 
Pam, and our entire team of  
family, friends, and neighbors 
for their support by walking, 
talking, texting, Facebooking and 
calling to get people out to vote,” 
he wrote. 

“Calhoun County responded 
well,” said Hochgraber.

In the District 2 race, Jay 
Cuellar defeated incumbent 
Dell Weathersby, 180 votes, 75.95 

percent, to 57, 24.05 percent. 
“I am excited and humbled. 

This is amazing. I would never 
have expected that kind of split,” 
said Cuellar. “My goal for the 
port is to look at each issue and 
try to make the best decision 
based on facts and not based on 
anybody’s benefit. I think my 
record on the city council of  
Point Comfort shows I go straight 
down the line.”

“It’s the county’s loss, 

Port Election 
Results

DISTRICT 2
Jay Cuellar 180
Dell Weathersby 57

DISTRICT 4
Luis De La Garza 381
Randy Boyd 111
Alvin Bland 30
Roger Hochgraber 18
Paul Lauterbach 6See PORT Page A10

POCO Bueno 2019 canceled

POCO Bueno 2019 has been canceled due to the lack of declining participation. This year would have 
been the tournament’s 50th anniversary. (Wave file photo)

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

One of  the most 
prestigious fishing 
tournaments on the Texas 
Coast has been canceled just 
short of  its 50th year with no 
answer on if  it will return.

Director Walter Fondren 
sent a letter to participants 
announcing the tournament’s 
cancellation. In the letter, 
Fondren stated due to a 
decline in participation, it 
was decided to cancel POCO 
Bueno 2019.

“It is with heavy hearts 
that the Fondren family 
has decided to cancel POCO 
Bueno 2019. Unfortunately, 
we have experienced 
declining participation over 
the past few years, making 
the tournament non-viable,” 
Fondren said in the letter.

Fondren’s father, Walter 
Fondren III started POCO 
Bueno in 1969 with a small 

See POCO Page A7

Evans, Villegas crowned

Seniors, Logan Evans and Corrine Villegas, were named the King 
and Queen of the Calhoun High School Senior Prom Saturday 
night at the Bauer Community Center. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
Photo)

City gears up for Bayfront Peninsula Park project

See PARK Page A10

Assistant 
manager 
arrested in 
Dairy Queen 
robbery

STAFF REPORT

An additional arrest 
was made in the aggravated 
robbery that took place at 
Dairy Queen on Virginia 
Street, Sunday, April 28.

Dairy Queen Assistant 
Manager Jaclyn Renee 
Ramos was arrested 
Thursday, May 2, by Port 
Lavaca Police Department 
on warrants for aggravated 
robbery and engaging in 
organized criminal activity.

Ramos, 24, of  Port 
Lavaca, was involved in the 
robbery April 28, according 
to Police Chief  Colin 
Rangnow.

“Upon further 
investigation of  the incident, 
we were able to determine 
that Ramos played a part in 
the robbery itself,” the chief  
stated. “Playing a part can 
mean anything from actively 
participating to planning.”

Ramos was not at Dairy 
Queen at the time of  the 
robbery.

On April 28, at 
approximately 11:21 p.m., 
two men, Dakota Miguel 
Garza, 18, of  Port Lavaca 
and Christian Servantes, 
18, of  Port Lavaca went into 
Dairy Queen brandishing 
what possibly looked like 
a weapon, according to 
Rangnow.

The two men escaped 
with an undisclosed amount 
of  money and headed to 
what Rangnow called, “The 
getaway ditch.”

“It is pretty well known 
that ditch (Lynn’s Bayou) is 
a getaway ditch,” Rangnow 
said. “Something that 
happens on that side of  town, 
they hit that creek to get 
away.”

JACLYN RENEE RAMOS

See ROBBERY Page A9

HJM registration
HJM Elementary School 

will host registration for the 
2019/20 school year for pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten 
students from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
throughout the month of  May. 
The following documents are 
needed to register: courthouse 
birth certificate, social security 
card, immunization record, 
proof  of  residency (gas, water 
bill, etc.), photo identification/
driver’s license. Proof  of  
income is needed for pre-
kindergarten registration. 
If  not the parent, proof  of  
guardianship is needed. The 
child must be 4-years-old 
on or before Sept. 1, 2019 to 
register for pre-kindergarten 
and 5-years old to register for 
kindergarten.

District No. 10
Calhoun County Drainage 

District No. 10 will meet at 1:15 
p.m. Wednesday, May 8, at the 
Calhoun County Agriculture 
Building.

OLG Court #2267 meets
Court Our Lady of  the Gulf  

#2267 will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9, at St Jude 
Hall. A Rosary will be recited 
prior at 6 p.m.   This will be 
a planning for the annual 
bake sale for the scholarship  
program scheduled for May 
4 and 5.  New Members and 
guests are welcome.
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TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Shirley, Elaine Gross
Kathryn Emma Sikes
 Stephen Dennis Williams
Lana Wooldridge

“Therefore we do not lose 
heart, but though our 
outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being 
renewed day by day. For 
momentary, light afflic-
tion is producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory far 
beyond all comparison, 
while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which 
are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not 
seen are eternal.”
2 CORINTHIANS 4:16-18

Point Comfort 
elects council 
members

Point Comfort 
Election Results

Wes McKelvy 47 
Linda Brush 44
Stephen Lambden 38
Nathan Almanzar 35
Kelli Hynes 32
Joshua Grissom 24

McKelvy, Brush and 
Lambden won the three 
contested seats.
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