
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Student Council of  
Travis Middle School held a 
fundraiser to raise money to 
feed families on Thanksgiving. 

The school held a Turkey 
Door contest where the students 
sold feathers to put on any of  
the classroom doors inside the 
building.

According to Eighth Grade 
Science Teacher and Travis 
Student Council Advisor 
Lorie Becker, the winner of  
the door contest will have a 
Thanksgiving meal donated in 
their name to a family that may 
not have a thanksgiving meal.

 This is the first year that 
the student council held a 
contest like this, and Becker 
and Travis Principal Jim Sides 
talked about the importance 
of  students helping out in the 
community.

“At first, when I told the 
kids and the student council, 
they were so excited,” Becker 
said. “They were ready, and this 
was back in October. They were 

ready to start getting things cut 
and everything else.”

The goal was to feed four 
families on Thanksgiving, 
according to Becker, but she said 
the students raised in excess of  
$550 to feed eight families. And 
according to Becker, HEB has 
donated money towards the 
turkeys for the meals.

Sides said Travis is 
fortunate to have students 
in the community with 
“compassionate hearts”, and 
he added last year students 
approached him and asked 
about what different activities 
that they could do to help raise 
money to help feed families 
during the holidays.

The students even threw 
in some ideas, Sides said, 
including collecting blankets 
and hosting a coat drive for kids 
and families.

“They asked in what ways 
could they volunteer to do 
things or to help people because 
a lot of  people need help,” Sides 
said. 

Becker said so many 
students want to help, but she 

added that there is no place 
where a student can say that 
they want to help.

Becker added someone 
approached her and told her 
that these feathers are helping 
people, and that is why the 

students are getting involved.
“And that to me, is more 

important than anything, it’s 
to go help others,” Becker said. 
“It’s not to help us, it’s not to 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Greysin Hill, an eight-
year-old Jackson-Roosevelt 
Elementary School student, 
adopted the spirit of  giving 
for his classmates this 
Thanksgiving season. The 
third-grader saved 75 tickets 
from J-R’s Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Support 
program (PBIS) to surprise his 
fellow classmates with a pizza 
party instead of  using them for 
himself.

“I earned my tickets 
by reading books, correctly 
answering questions during 
class, turning in graded 
work, and for the amount of  
AR points I’ve earned,” said 
Greysin. “I wanted to use them 
on something that we could all 
enjoy.”

For the last seven years, 
J-R has utilized PBIS as a 

school-wide approach to 
promote positive behavior 
among students, which helps 
make schools safer. Greysin’s 
parents, Roger and Bernice Hill, 
said they are proud of  their son.

“We knew he was weighing 
his options. He was deciding 
between taking our dog for 

the class to play with or the 
pizza party,” his parents 
said. “We didn’t know he had 
actually made a decision until 
his teacher, Mrs. Mang, let us 
know.”

The Hills said their son has 
always had a very kind heart.

“He is always willing to 

help and give to others. He loves 
to volunteer in our community, 
through events such as Stuff  
the Bus as well as the Red 
Santa toy drive, hosted by the 
Port Lavaca Fire Department,” 
they said. “We have taught 
him to kind, loving and caring, 
but he has taken those traits 

and made them his own. I’ve 
always called him my gentle 
giant, and the words couldn’t 
be more accurate, from sharing 
his lunch snack when someone 
doesn’t have one to helping his 
friends with their homework. 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
playoff  run ended in the Area 
Playoffs with a 42-32 loss to the 
Boerne-Champion Chargers 
last Friday night. 

Calhoun Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
the season and how his team 
gave everything they had this 
year.

“It was a tremendous 
group of  kids. These seniors are 
going to be unbelievable young 
men. They’re going to be great 
husbands and great fathers. I’m 
so proud of  them,” Whitaker 
said.

Calhoun kept the game 
close with a 24-21 lead at the 
end of  the first half, but the 
defense had trouble stopping 
Boerne’s Senior Quarterback 
Luke Boyers.

Whitaker talked about 
Boerne’s quarterback heading 
into this game. He said in his 
32 years of  coaching, he has 
coached against the best from 
Drew Brees to Johnny Manziel, 
and he added that Boyers played 
special in this game.

The Sandcrabs had to 
play a “near-perfect game” 
heading into the Area matchup 
against Boerne, Whitaker said 
and added in the second half  
Boerne did things differently 
defensively.

This game was the last for 
the seniors of  the class of  2020; 
big names include Quarterback 
Conner Kestler, Linebacker 
Cade Kveton, and Offensive 
Linemen Caleb Harrington and 
Heath Henke.

Kveton spoke about the 
accomplishments during the 
season, having his coach’s back 
after forfeiting the win against 
Alice and getting the district 
title in the win against Calallen.

“That was our main goal; to 
get a district championship, and 
especially after that Alice game, 
it was the biggest thing, and we 
accomplished it,” Kveton said.

Despite the loss to Boerne, 
Kveton said that he and the 
other seniors will go on with 
their lives. He added it will hurt 
for a couple of  days, but they 
have their families and “a lot of  
great memories.”

Whitaker talked about the 
season that his players went 

through, especially handling 

the Alice forfeit early in district 
play. From having their backs 

against the wall every week to 
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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Filing for the 2020 
General Election is underway 
in Calhoun County.

The deadline to file to 
run is Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at the 
Elections Office inside the 
Calhoun County Courthouse, 
211 Ann St.

Local positions up for 
election:

Calhoun County Sheriff: 
Incumbent Sheriff  Bobbie 
Vickery has filed for re-
election. 

Calhoun County 
Commissioner, Precinct 1: 
So far, incumbent David Hall 
has filed for re-election on the 
Republican ticket.

Calhoun County 
Commissioner, Precinct 3: 
Incumbent Clyde Syma has 
filed for re-election on the 
Republican ticket. Also filing 
to run for the seat are Wesley 
Abraham, Joel Behrens, and 
Edward Grazeson, all on the 
Republican ticket.

Calhoun County Tax 
Assessor-Collector: So far, 
Kerri Jean Boyd, Republican, 
has filed to run. Tax Assessor-
Collector Gloria A. Ochoa has 
retired from the position.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 1: Dan 
Miller and Plavis Harris, both 
Republicans have filed to run.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 2: 
Incumbent William “Billy” 
Billings has filed for re-
election on the Democratic 
ticket.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 3: Adam 
Vickery, Republican, has filed 
to run. 

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 4: Lee 
Jordan, Republican, has filed 
to run.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 5: 
Incumbent Dave Thomas, 
Republican, has filed for re-
election.

Visit www.
calhouncoelections.org for 
more information.

Volume 128, No. 08 Wednesday, November 27, 201975 CENTS PLWAVE.COM

INSIDE YOUTH 10          CLASSIFIEDS A8          FAITH A5  CRIME  A2       OBITS A6-7       ENTERTAINMENT A4

For Subscriber services: 361-552-9788  u To report news tips: 361-552-9788

PORTLAVACAWAVE

WAVESPORTS

@PORTLAVACAWAVE

THE_PORT_LAVACA_WAVE

Food bank in 
need of donations 
as holidays 
approach

Giving To ClassmatesJackson-
Roosevelt 
student 
uses reading 
points to buy 
class a pizza 
party

Eight-year-old Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary School student 
Greysin Hill, center, saved his Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Support program tickets to provide a pizza party for his 
classmates. His teachers said he is the first student to save tickets 
to be used for the whole class. He is pictured with teachers, Joelle 
Mang, left, and Truly Batts. (Contributed photo)

Middle school Student Council raises money to help feed families

The Travis Middle School Student Council with the food that’ll be 
donated to eight families in Calhoun County. The students sold 
feathers for the school’s turkey door contest to raise money. 
(Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

See TMS Page A12A12

Calhoun’s season comes to an end

Conner Kestler during his final game as Calhoun’s quarterback. 
The Sandcrabs lost 42-32 against Boerne Champion Friday night 
in Bastrop. (Sam Stapp/Wave photo)

See SANDCRABS Page A12A12

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

More than 624 bags of  
groceries worth $35,000 have 
been given out in the first 11 
months of 2019 at the Calhoun 
Food Pantry to assist more 
than 1,500 residents of Calhoun 
County.

As we head into the 12th 
month, the food bank needs 
donations as the holidays are 
always a busy time at the pantry.

“With the holidays 
approaching, we will be giving 
out food to an extra 60 families to 
help assist them with everything 
that is needed to make a holiday 
meal.  The holidays are a busy 
time of year here assisting 
families, and we are currently 
running very low on food,” noted 
Amy Jordan, administrator for 
Calhoun County Community 
Ministries.

Recently, PCL Industrial 
Construction at Formosa 
Plastics Expansion Projects in 
Point Comfort donated canned 
goods to help fill the shelves at 
the pantry.

The company’s employees 
“embrace the opportunity to 
give back to the communities 
in which they work,” according 
to a press release, “that helps 
them live up to the company’s 
motto: Building A Better Future, 
Together.”

The pantry, founded in 1982, 
is open 9 a.m. to noon Monday – 
Friday.

The following is a list of food 
items needed at the pantry.

Canned vegetables such 
as:

Corn
Green beans
Peas
Mixed vegetables

Other Food Items: 
Cereal 
Peanut butter
Jelly
jello/pudding mix
Cake mix
Containers of icing
Cornbread mix
Gravy mix
Crackers
Hamburger helper
Cans of pasta sauce
Canned pasta such as 

SpaghettiOs
Canned fruit
Canned chili
Canned diced tomatoes
Instant potatoes
Cans of chicken
Cans of tuna
Vienna sausage
Dry noodles
Bags of rice
Macaroni and cheese
Cans of soup
Beef stew
Bags of beans
Cans of beans, any variety
Powdered milk

Non-food necessities:
Bars of soap
Paper towels
Toilet paper

PCL Industrial Construction 
donated canned goods to help 
fill the shelves at the pantry. 
(Contributed photo)

Filing for 
2020 General 
Election has 
begun


