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Port Lavaca locals 
drove to Trinity Shores last 
Saturday morning for an 
Easter Egg drive-by.

Many local businesses 
from Calhoun Home Heath, 
Bethany Living (and their 
Easter Bunny), and others 
lined the side of  Trinity Shore 
Drive, handing out Easter eggs 
to the children of  Port Lavaca 
in their family’s vehicle.

Last year, the children 
of  Port Lavaca didn’t have 
a normal Easter due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, but 
Trinity Shore Marketing 
Director Brenda McMahan 
and Executive Director Betty 
Medlin wanted to change that.

“We knew that none of  
the kids were going to hunt 
Easter eggs [due to COVID]. I 
know last year we didn’t hunt 
Easter eggs, and the residents 
[of  Trinity Shores] missed it,” 
McMahan said.

For COVID safety reasons, 
residents of  Trinity Shores 
were sitting with their chairs 
on the sidewalk waving to the 
families that drove by.

“We wanted to share 
Easter with them [to the 
children], and our best way 
was to keep it as a drive-by, so 
we did,” Medline said.

Medlin said having the 
residents outside waving to 
the children receiving their 
eggs helps them be part of  
Easter as well.

“They get to see people. 
They get to see those kids 
wave at them and see them 
receive their Easter eggs,” 
Medlin said.

The Port Lavaca Police 
Department helped distribute 
the eggs and has always 
participated, Medlin added.

The businesses handing 
out eggs are businesses 
that helped Trinity Shores 
throughout the year in the 
different things they do, 
Medlin said.

A little league baseball 
team passed out eggs, 
Critendon Drilling Service, 
Inc has a family member 
at Trinity Shores, and they 
participated, and a Toddler 
Miss Texas Queen passed out 
eggs too, Medlin said.

Other businesses 
that passed out eggs are 

Richardson-Colonial Funeral 
Home, New Century Hospice, 
and Port Lavaca Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center.

The goal of  the event 
is to let people know that 
Trinity Shores is keeping 
their residents safe as it can,  

Medlin said, by practicing 
their social distancing and 
having them able to see the 
world outside again.

Trinity Shores celebrates Easter with drive-by event

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Senior citizens and other 
guests will be seeing a new 
friendly face at The Heritage 

Center. Rebecca Jernigan 
has taken over the Executive 
Director position and has 
some new and exciting plans 
for the upcoming months.

Jernigan said her 

experience so far has been a 
bit crazy but fun.

“While my professional 
experience working with 
seniors is minimal, I have 
personally served as a 

primary full-time caregiver 
to members of  my family,” 
said Jernigan. “I simply 
provide a fresh set of  eyes and 
a passion for acknowledging 
and addressing issues that all 
seniors face in their everyday 
lives. I want to provide a 
retreat, a source of  social 
interaction, and assistance 
for those seniors who may 
or may not have a voice. The 
Heritage Center and our staff  
serve as catalysts for seniors 
to continue to embrace the 
continued independence 
and consistency that they so 
need and desire. I have been 
given a big set of  boots to 
fill, and I hope to be able to 
recognize areas that could be 
rejuvenated and/or restored, 
especially in the wake of  
this pandemic. I would not 
necessarily consider this a 
“change,” rather it is a matter 
of  safely and effectively 
restoring the vitality and 
vibrancy of  the center that 
has been ‘put to rest,’ so to 
speak, in the past year.”

Jernigan relocated to 
Seadrift two years ago from 
Liberty Hill. She is a 2013 
graduate of  the University of  
Phoenix with a Bachelor of  
Science degree in business 

management with a focus on 
environmental science.

“Within the first couple 
of  months of  my accepting 
the position, we have had 
some excitement, especially 
with the freeze in February. 
My crisis response skills 
have certainly been put to 
the test,” she said. “I have 
been so thankful to our Board 
of  Directors as well as my 
staff  who have assisted me in 
getting in the groove of  things 
and have been here to advise 
and assist when I have needed 
them. I have and am learning 
a lot, and I am confident that 
the future is bright with 
opportunity and growth. I 
have met so many amazing 
members of  the community, 
and I love spending time 
visiting and listening to the 
amazing stories and just 
chatting and getting to know 
one another.”

The Heritage Center is in 
the process of  gearing back 
up for business. The center 
is operating at 100 percent 
capacity with all safety 
measures in place. The center 
has been able to maintain food 
service, although somewhat 
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Girl Scout cookie fans 
wait anxiously all year long 
for their favorites to go on 
sale. Once they are gone, 
they are gone for one year. 
However, the cookies are like 
the gift that keeps on giving 
as members of  Girl Scout 
Troop 95136 toted all of  their 
empty cookie boxes to the 
local recycling center to be 
used as a renewable resource.

Eleven-year-old Alexis 
Gonzales, a member of  Troop 
95136, took approximately 
40 empty cookie cases to the 
recycling center.

Alexis said she is happy 
to take the boxes to the center 
“because we are polluting the 
earth or damaging the earth, 
and recycling makes the old 
things to new things and 
don’t waste as much.”

Alexis’ mother, Maria 
Escalera, said her family 

made it a project this year to 
collect other boxes to take to 
the recycling center.

“This is our first trip to 
the recycling center this year, 
but our goal is to recycle more 
cardboard boxes this year,” 
said Escalera. “We also like 
to recycle plastic bags at our 
local H.E.B.”

Troop leader Irene Ortiz 
said the scouts sold more than 
500 cases of  cookies, and their 
goal from the beginning was 
to recycle all of  the empty 
cases.

“Through girl scouts, 
the troop learns to recycle 
in kindergarten through 
recycling projects and recycle 
patch programs,” said Ortiz. 
“They have also recycled 
plastic water bottles, plastic 
bags, and more.”

With 11 troop members 
and three adult members to 
oversee the special projects, 

Jernigan brings new life to The Heritage Center

Rebecca Jernigan is pictured outside The Heritage Center with her dog, Jake. Jernigan is the 
new executive director of the center. (Contributed photo)

Local Girl Scout troop learns 
benefits of recycling

Stephanie Ross, of Bethany Living, handing out Easter eggs to the children in vehicles last 
Saturday at Trinity Shores. Left to Right: Behind Ross you have the Bethany Living Easter Bunny, 
Activity Director Esmeralda Robles, and Trinity Shores Marketing Director Brenda McMahan. 
(Jared Van Epps/Wave Photo)

See RECYCLING, Page A3

Members of the Port Lavaca Fire Department, Port Lavaca Police Department and YMCA were 
caught on camera distributing Easter goodies this past weekend at Sea Greens Apartment 
Homes in Port Lavaca. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

First responders deliver Easter treats

COVID-19 
UPDATE

CALHOUN COUNTY

36
Active cAses

*Numbers as of 
5 p.m.  moNday, april 5. 

Get on the Memorial Medical Center’s 
Vaccine Wait List at mmcportlavaca.com. 

Currently, people 16 and older
are being scheduled.

See HERITAGE, Page A9

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Point Comfort City 
Council got the ball rolling 
on its application for a 
Community Development 
Block grant during its Monday, 
April 5, meeting.

The council approved 
a resolution authorizing 
the application for up to 
$350,000 and designated 
Mayor John Warren and City 
Administrator Robby Silva to 
sign grant-related documents.

“This is a requirement 
of  the process,” said Martha 
Brown with Grantworks.

Also, as part of  the 
process, a Citizen Participation 
Plan was approved. Brown said 
the plan allows them to make 
sure they meet TDA guidelines 
as well as offering a means for 
citizen comments about the 
project.

Also, during the meeting, 
new signage for the Point 
Comfort Business Center was 
approved.

Warren noted the signs 
were worn and that people used 
both as an entrance.

Point Comfort Police Chief  
Troy Baxter came up with a 
plan for entrance and exit signs 
and handicapped designations.

“The main issue is the two 
entrances,” he said.

Warren had a couple of  
reminders for residents about 
the COVID vaccine list and the 
upcoming clean-up and garage 
sale.

The city is still compiling 
a list of  residents who wish to 
be vaccinated and encouraged 
residents to call city hall and 
register.

In addition, he encouraged 
anyone having a garage sale 
on April 24 to call city hall and 
get on the list that will be used 
to let people know where to go. 
Also, roll-off  dumpsters will be 
available from April 12-25.

On another note, Warren 
said feedback forms had been 
created to receive citizens’ 
comments, complaints or other 
information. The form will 
be available on the city’s new 
website, Facebook, and the 
hardcopy version at city hall.

In other business, the 
council:

 - Approved a resolution 
suspending the May 3 
CenterPoint grip rate 
adjustments for gas utility

 - Conducted the first of  
two public hearings on the 
Juvenile Curfew Ordinance - 
Baxter said it was an effective 
deterrent in response to 
Councilwoman Linda Brush’s 
question. The ordinance has to 
be renewed every three years. 
Accepted a proposal from 
Gonzalez Contracting for $6,300 
for a concrete parking lot for 
the municipal court

 - Accepted a proposal for 
$1,975 from KT Construction 
for the installation of  a metal 
door and panic exit as part of  
the city hall renovation project

 - Heard department head 
reports

 - Set the next meeting for 
May 3

 - Approved payment of  
bills

 - Approved the March 1 
meeting minutes

Point Comfort applies 
for block grant


