
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Members of  the Calhoun 
County community will 
come together for a Marina 
Palooza Saturday, Sept. 19, 
to help raise funds to repair 
the beloved fishing spot, 
Indianola Fishing Marina.

When Hurricane Hanna 
came ashore on the Texas 
coastline, Indianola Fishing 
Marina owners Don and 
Brenda Hanselka and brother-
in-law Kerry were hoping for 
the best while bracing for the 
worst. Hurricane Harvey had 
grazed the coast earlier in the 
season and left the marina 
with little damage. However, 
during Hanna, the marina’s 
structure did not fare as well 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
completed a big statement 
win over the sixth-ranked 
El Campo Ricebirds, 39-
27, last Friday night at the 
homecoming game.

It is the first time since 
1962 the Sandcrabs beat the 
Ricebirds, snapping a 30-game 
losing streak.

The Sandcrabs and 
Ricebirds changed leads five 
times in the first half, but 
Calhoun took advantage of  its 
initial second-half  possession 
by draining 10-plus minutes 
of  the third quarter on an 18-
play, touchdown-scoring drive.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked 
about their 18-play drive to 
start the second half  and not 
giving El Campo’s offense time 
on the field.

“Keeping the ball away 
from them is a big thing, and 
that drive in the third quarter, 
and what a championship 
drive that was and over 10 
minutes,” Whitaker said. “I 
told the kids I challenge that 
offensive bunch coming out. I 
said this is the biggest drive of  
the game right here, and this 
will set the tone for the whole 
game, and they really stood 
and met that challenge.”

Sandcrabs Senior 
Fullback Steve Johnson had a 

big game against El Campo’s 
defense, rushing for 242 yards 
on 37 carries and scoring four 
touchdowns.

Johnson and his team 
set a goal before the game 
to compete against a “good 
team”.

“This team was going to 
go do something, and for us 
to come out here to compete 

to our fullest ability to show 
us that we can do things,” 
Johnson said.

On their 18-play drive 
to kick off  the second half, 
Johnson carried the ball 11 
times and scored his third 
touchdown of  the game, 
extending the Sandcrabs lead, 
32-21, with 1:13 left of  the third 
quarter.

Johnson talked about the 
drive and keeping the ball 
away from El Campo.

“We knew if  the ball was 
in their hands, they were 
going to do something special 
with it,” Johnson said. “They 
have three running backs, a 
quarterback, and receivers 
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Emme O’Donnell and Steve Johnson were named Calhoun 
High School 2020 Homecoming King and Queen Friday night 
at Sandcrab Stadium. Despite COVID-19 restrictions, the 
traditional CHS homecoming activities resumed as usual during 
halftime. (Sherry FIcklen/Wave photo)

Johnson, O’Donnell crowned Indianola Fishing 
Marina benefit 
scheduled for 
Saturday

Two killed in car crash

First responders were dispatched to a head-on collision Friday afternoon. One person was pronounced 
dead at the scene, and another person died after being airlifted to San Antonio. (DD Turner/Wave 
photo)

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

Calhoun knocks off El Campo for first time in 30 years

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A second person died as 
of  a result of  a head-on fatal 
wreck Friday afternoon on the 
Victoria Barge Canal Bridge on 

State Highway 35.
The accident happened 

around 2:30 p.m.
Gerisue Balentine, 47, 

of  Victoria was pronounced 
dead after being airlifted to 
San Antonio Medical Center, 

according to Texas Department 
of  Public Safety Trooper Ruben 
San Miguel. Deborah Lynn 
Meyer, 40, of  Corpus Christi, 
was pronounced dead at the 

Election 
deadline 
draws closer

Sole Mission shoe drive Saturday in Seadrift

Local youth 
takes 
baseball out 
of state

Sandcrabs Quarterback Jarius Stewart hands the ball off to Senior Steve Johnson. Johnson rushed 
for 242 yards on 37 carries and scored four rushing touchdowns in the 39-27 win over El Campo. 
(Photo by Kellie Whitaker)

See FOOTBALL Page A11A11

See WRECK Page A2A2 See MARINA Page A10A10

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Pastors Tim and Beverly 
Smith, of  First Assembly of  
God Church in Seadrift, have 
been searching several years 
to find a way to be a greater 
blessing to their community. 
Last year, they began giving 
school supplies to local school 
children in Calhoun County. 
This past year, they came up 
with a new idea after a lot of  
“sole” searching.

“We wanted to add 
something more, so we 
contacted Sole Mission, a 
ministry affiliated with the 
Assemblies  of  God,” said 
Beverly.

The organization, which 
has provided more than 1/2 
million pairs of  shoes to 
children across the country, 
traveled to the church in 
Seadrift in June for a training 
session with the Smiths and 
other volunteers. Participants 
trained in safety precautions 
and shoe sizing.

The giveaway will take 
place from 9 a.m. to noon, 
Saturday, Sept. 20, at First 
Assembly of  God Church 
of  Seadrift, located at 501 S. 
Second St. (corner of  Second 
and Dallas), in Seadrift. 
Shoes are given away on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. 
Colors, styles, and sizes are 
limited. The child must be 

present to be fitted and receive 
a pair of  shoes. Participants 
must wear masks, and social 
distancing guidelines will be 
in place. Hand sanitizer will 
be available.

“There is no application 
process to receive a pair 
of  shoes, but there will 
be registration. It will be 
available online and can be 
done on any smartphone 
once the people arrive,” 
said Beverly. “The shoes are 
primarily for school-aged 
children. There may be a few 
limited pairs for younger 
children.”

Each child will be given 
a clean pair of  socks before 
trying on shoes. They will 

choose two pairs, and a 
trained volunteer will bring 
the shoes to them to try on. 
The church hopes to provide 
250 pairs of  shoes to children.

 “Our target participants 
are all students who live 
in Seadrift; however, other 
students who attend CCISD 
may be included, depending 
on availability,” said Beverly. 
“Each student will receive 
one pair of  new shoes.”

Sole Mission Director 
Alisa Ward said that every 
child who attends a Sole 
Mission event receives 
the undivided individual 
attention of  a caring adult.

See SHOES Page A12A12

Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary 
School student Greysin Hill is 
pictured with the American 
All-Tournament Team trophy 
and second-place ring during 
the USSSA All-American 
games in Melbourne, Florida. 
(Contributed photo)

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Local baseball player 
Greysin R. Hill, 9, of  Port 
Lavaca, recently traveled to 
Florida and South Carolina 
to participate with his select 
team in his favorite pastime, 
baseball. His team played 
in the USSSA All-American 
Games and USSSA Super NIT.

 “Gresyin is currently 
playing with the select team, 
9u Major Vendetta-Grey. For 
the USSSA All-American 
Team, he had an evaluation in 
February, where they checked 
their 60 yard dash time, 

See HILL Page A11A11

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Are you ready for 
some deadlines as the Nov. 
3 General Election draws 
closer?

Coming up first is the 
deadline to register to vote, 
which is Oct. 5.

Residents can register 
to vote in person at the 
Calhoun County Elections 
Administration or online at 
www.calhouncoelect ions.
org/general-info.html. You 
can make sure you are 
registered to vote on the 
website as well. The second 
deadline is Oct. 23 to request 
a mail-in ballot, and “the 
sooner the better,” said 
Elections Administrator 
Mary Orta. 

“It would be good to do 
it as soon as possible,” said 

See ELECTION Page A11A11

Jetty deficiency 
report pushed 
to be released
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
jetty deficiency report should 
be released by mid-September 
after a push for release was 
made it was reported to the 
Calhoun Port Authority board 
during its Sept. 9 meeting.

Port Director Charles 
Hausmann said both senators 
and congressmen sent letters 
to the Corps, and “we now have 
a drop-dead date. It’s supposed 
to be released Sept. 15.”

Hausmann said if  it is 
released, there is still time to 
get bills in the U.S. House of  
Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate.

In other business, the 
board approved revised bylaws 
two months after the updates 
were presented to the board.

The vote was 4-1 for 

See PORT Page A11A11


