
SPECIAL TO THE WAVE

The Calhoun County 
Elections Office will offer new 
voting equipment to voters in 
the upcoming Nov. 2 election.

The equipment was 
purchased through the 
Help American Vote Act 
Election Security Sub-Grant 
that was made available to 
Texas counties, according to 
Calhoun County Elections 
Administrator Mary Orta.  The 
grant was for $120,000 with a 
$16,000 match from the county.

It includes an upgraded 
ES&S DS450 High-Throughput 
Scanner and Tabulator and the 
ES&S Express Vote Universal 
Voting System as a marker to 
mark the ballot.

The tabulator is not 
connected to either the internet 
or other machines, noted Orta, 
which allows it to provide a 
100 percent auditable, recount-

ready paper trail.
“It can read the ballots no 

matter how they are put in so 
we don’t have to spend time 
straightening them out,” said 
Renette Todd, election clerk.

The Express Vote Voting 
System offers an array of  
touch screen voting options 
such as language, changing 
the font size, high contrast 
and zoom capability. In 
addition, an audio-tactile 
keypad allows voters who are 
disabled to control the audio 
and navigate the ballot as it is 
Accessibility for Individuals 
with Disabilities compliant.

“Once you make sure how 
you voted is exactly what shows 
up, then you return that paper 
ballot into a secure ballot box. 
This creates a paper trail that 
only marks the ballot,” said 
Orta. 

“We will continue to use 
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This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Aug. 26: Ladies Night & Karaoke
Aug. 27 : Steak Night & Texas 361 Band
Aug. 28: The Emotions

 Thursday
Ladies Night & Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night & House DJ

Saturday
Grupo Imagen

MICRO
WRESTLING
Coming Aug. 23

Tickets available on Drifters Hall 
Facebook page/Events Tab

See VOTING, Page A12

Active cAses* HospitAlized* HospitAl occupAncy number of HospitAl beds vAccine precAutions to tAke

Rolling Average Over A 7-day Period

Get Vaccinated • Wear A Mask Inside
Social Distance • Wash & Sanitize Hands

C  VID-19 & VARIANTS: CALHOUN COUNTY
Call your health care provider, Memorial Medical 

Center or pharmacy about vaccinations.*Numbers as of 5 p.m.  moNday, aug. 16.
140 257 10 027.4%       TOTAL              AVAILABLE            ICU AVAILABLE

Back to school 2021
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Foodies, get ready.
The Port Lavaca City 

Council approved plans for 
new eateries during its Aug. 16 
meeting.

A conceptual plan for 
a restaurant and retail 
development north of  State 
Highway 35 and east of  Village 
Road was approved.

The city’s Planning 
Commission recommended 
approval of  Big Daddy’s Bar 
and Grill and gift shop.

Jessica Carpenter, director 
of  Development Services for the 
city, said the project meets the 
city’s economic development 
desire for more restaurants.

It will be near Whataburger 
and the previously approved 
Express Inn on Highway 35.

The council also approved 
a conceptual plan for a Burger 
King to join the city’s fast-food 
lineup.

The restaurant, which 

will include a drive-thru, will 
be north of  Travis Street and 
south of  Tiney Browning 
Boulevard next to the White 
Oak Strip Mall.

Carpenter said the future 
land use map designates the 
area as commercial, so the plan 
is compliant with the map.

The third food-related plan 
approved was for K’s Sno-Cone 
Hut, 449 Broadway St.

Acosta Electric is currently 
on the site, and Carpenter said 
it is a mixed-use area, which is 
a positive.

“Any time a site can hold a 
mixed-use type of  development, 
that is definitely encouraged,” 
said Carpenter.

The Sno-Cone Hut will 
be located near Acosta 
Electric, and traffic will flow 
in from Broadway and exit on 
Commerce Street.

Carpenter said the Texas 
Department of  Transportation 
had reviewed the plan and 
changed the traffic flow to come 

Keep the fluids coming in 
order to beat the heat

Thee Calhoun County Elections Office received new voting equipment that will be put into use for 
the Nov. 2 election. Through the 2020 Help America Vote Act Election Security Sub-Grant, made 
available to Texas counties, the office was able to upgrade to the ES&S DS450 High-Throughput 
Scanner and Tabulator. From left are Elections Administrator Mary Orta, Elections Clerk Renette 
Todd, Assistant Elections Administrator Amy Ochoa, and Elections Clerk Alexis Cruz. (Joyce Turner/
Wave photo)

Elections office receives new voting equipment

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Hydrate. Hydrate. Hydrate.
That’s the key to surviving 

this season’s heat, which is 
compounded by the humidity.

“Hydrate, have a cooling 
area to use, spray yourself  with 
cold water, dress appropriately, 
avoid alcohol and caffeine,” 
is the advice Dr. Jeannine 
Griffin with Port Lavaca Clinic 
Associates has for residents 
wanting to avoid a bad sunburn 
or heatstroke.

The added humidity is 
something residents need to 
be more aware of  as the heat 
“disrupts the body’s ability to 
control its own temperature,” 
she explained.

Heatstroke and heat 
exhaustion are two symptoms 
of  having too much sun 
exposure.

Griffin explained 
that people suffering from 

heat exhaustion display 
the following symptoms: 
sweatiness, a high pulse rate, 
vomiting, and dizziness. On the 
other hand, someone suffering 
heatstroke will have those same 
symptoms as well as confusion, 
seizures, altered mental status, 
and dry (not sweaty) skin, she 
said.

Mild dehydration 
and muscle cramps are a 
forewarning of  a little too 
much sun exposure.

If  you have to be out in 
the sun, “pay attention to the 
weather and those around you 
who have to work outside. Offer 
cooling stations,” said Griffin.

COUNTERACTING THE 
HEAT

Stay hydrated with water: 
Drink more fluids, regardless 
of  how active you are. Don’t 
wait until you’re thirsty to 

Three eatery concepts
approved in Port Lavaca

Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary School students Landon Wilson, left, and 
Brantley Wilson, right, walk to class with their mother Felicia Skalak on 
the first day of school last Wednesday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Kimberly Williams, left, poses with a sign celebrating the first day of 
second grade with her daughter,  Avalynn Guerra.  She is a student at 
HJM Elementary School. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo) 

Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School Principal Theresa Dent welcomes students Jenna Y. and Adelyn L. to school on the first day 
of school. OLG students began classes last Tuesday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo) 

See HEAT, Page A5

See CITY, Page A5


