
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The COVID-19 pandemic 
did not discourage two-year-old 
Baby Miss Calhoun County 2019 
Riley Hope Salinas from helping 
her fellow community members. 

The toddler and her mother 
originally planned to host a food 
drive before Riley’s reign was 
over in March. However, the 
pandemic caused them to change 
their plans. Instead of  canceling 
the benefit, the toddler baby miss 
and her mother set up shop in 
the front yard of  their home for a 
“drive-by” food drive. 

“We did it in our driveway 
with her little pink picnic table 
with a sign and her mini H.E.B. 
grocery baskets while she 
attends Ladybug Daycare,” said 
her mother, Bianca Salinas. “So 

SOCIAL MEDIA

People from the community and Lowe’s employees helped 
Indianola Fishing Marina Owner Brenda Hanselka and staff clean 
up the damaged marina. (Contributed photos)

See TODDLER Page A2A2
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The causeway 
rehabilitation project will force 
a 24-hour lane closure from 
Aug. 3 through Aug. 13.

The project started in 
June 2016, and the estimated 
completion date is Aug. 13. 

“SCR Civil Construction, 
LLC, will be closing the inside 
lanes in both the northbound 
and southbound direction as 
they install the permanent 
center median barrier. The lane 
closure will be in place through 
the weekend during this time,” 
said Lucea’n Kuykendall-
Herring with Texas 
Department of  Transportation 
Public Information Office in a 
press release.

“Those who frequently 
travel in this area are asked 
to pay special attention to the 
barricades, traffic controls, 
signs, and to reduce their speed 
as they approach and travel 
through work zones,” the press 
release said.

• Slow down and always 
follow posted work zone speed 
limits. Speeding is one of  the 
major causes of  work zone 
crashes. Remember, traffic 
fines double in work zones.

• Pay attention. Workers 
and heavy equipment may 
only be a few feet from passing 
vehicles.

• Be patient. Delays from 
roadway construction can be 
frustrating, but it only takes a 
few extra

minutes to slow down for a 
work zone.

Two-year-old Riley Salinas hosts a food drive in her front yard. Items collected will be donated to the 
Calhoun Community Ministries Food Pantry. (Contributed photo)

Toddler hosts driveway food drive

Inside lane 
closures start 
Aug. 3, end 
Aug. 13

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 460 Total Cases

n 321 Confirmed

n 386 Recovered

n 71 Active

n 132 Pending

n 7 Probable

n 3 Deaths

Community comes together
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Hurricane Hanna and a 
fire attempted to take out the 
Indianola Fishing Marina, but the 
building and its people withstood 
the attempt.

On the morning of July 25, as 
the storm surge from Hurricane 
Hanna rose quickly, a fire was 
sparked inside the Indianola 
Fishing Marina, setting afire the 
bait room and part of the store.

Since then, marina owner 
Brenda Hanselka has been in 
the recovery process of getting 
the marina back to normalcy. 
Along the way, she has had a 
tremendous outpouring of help 
from the community.

Over the weekend, people 
from the community brought in 
heavy equipment to handle the 
heavy freezers and large debris 
while other people pulled out 
everything that was not damaged 
by the fire.

People with trucks and 
trailers showed up to haul off  
debris to the local landfill, which 
helped with the cost of having to 

buy more contraction dumpsters.
Since there is no insurance 

on the building due to it being 
directly on the water, Hanselka 
said the community’s support 
in helping with the clean-up was 
overwhelming.

“It was very heartwarming 
to see that so many people wanted 
to see us reopen,” Hanselka said.

Even employees from Lowe’s 
Home Improvement Store in 
Victoria showed up and donated 
buckets, cleaning supplies, and 
gloves.

“They just showed up. We 
didn’t ask them to come out, they 
just did,” Hanselka said.

She mentioned that she 
frequently visited the Lowe’s 
store in Victoria, so they knew 
who she was, and once she started 
posting pictures of the marina on 
Facebook, employees at Lowe’s 
stepped up and helped.

“She heard some of the 
employees saw pictures she was 
posting, and a lady at Lowe’s 
said, “we have to go help them,” 
Hanselka explained. “It shows 

See MARINA Page A10A10

Gearing up for 2020 season

Calhoun Head Coach Richard Whitaker and the Sandcrabs 
returned to action for the first day of practice of the 2020 season. 
(Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
returned to action to prepare 
for the 2020 season on Monday 
at Sandcrab Stadium.

It was a tough practice for 
the Sandcrabs with the players 
and coaches returning to the 
field for the first time since 
March.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
the first day of  practice and the 
challenges of  missing spring 
practice.

“It’s been a tough go. 
Everybody’s facing these same 
challenges,” Whitaker said. 
“But then you miss March, 
April, and May. We had a decent 

summer, but it was not the 
same as being in school every 
day getting that contact with 
the kids.”

The players wore masks 
during practice to prevent 
the spread of  COVID-19, and 
Whitaker said it them is no fun.

“We challenge them really 
hard. We felt like we didn’t 
respond as well as we would 
like them to today,” Whitaker 
said. “Our job is to keep 
pushing their buttons and try to 
get them there, and that’s what 
we’re gonna do.”

Whitaker talked about 
getting this team mentally 
tough for the season and having 
his senior leaders like Steve 

Calhoun County Commissioner David Hall and Charles Jackson, 
with Kraftsman Commercial Playground and Water Parks survey 
the area where Hall is looking to put new playground equipment 
as part of the grant work going on in Little Chocolate Bayou Park.
(DD Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Little Chocolate Bayou 
Park is getting a facelift that 
could include an updated 
playground.

Calhoun County 
Commissioner David Hall is 

“thinking outside the box” 
in order to stretch grant 
funds to include the updated 
playground.

Currently, the grant 
includes updated bridges, 
expanded parking, walking 

See PARK Page A10A10

Sandies 
volleyball  
is back in 
action
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
sports returned to action on 
Monday with practices held 
by several of  the top sports.

The Calhoun Sandies 
Volleyball team got together 
for their first practice of  the 
2020 season.

Sandies Varsity 
Volleyball Coach Jenna 
Buzek, entering her second 
season with Calhoun, was 
looking forward to the first 
practice of  the season.

“It’s always fun to come 
back to two-a-days, especially 
this time because we haven’t 
really seen them since March 
of  last [school] year.”

Buzek added it’s good 
to see the players together 
and the “new faces” with the 
freshmen.

With the team back 
together for the first time 
since March, Buzek has 
set expectations for her 
upperclassmen to be good 
role models for the new faces 
on the team.

“They are just 
upperclassmen, and that’s 
something that comes with 
it,” Buzek said. “A lot of  
them were either on JV or 
varsity last year, so it’s a lot 
of  expectations with them…
to be leaders for the younger 
girls; to show by example.”

The Sandies began the 
morning with conditioning to 
determine which players are 
“in shape and who can handle 
it,” Buzek said.

Later at noon, the 
Sandies began practicing 
hitting and spiking the balls 
with the coaches evaluating 
the players.

See SANDIES Page A2A2

See FOOTBALL Page A10A10
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For six years, the Lucia 
Ornelas Foundation has 
assisted more than 500 
students in Calhoun County 
with their school supply needs, 
and this year is no exception.

The foundation teamed 
up with Walmart to ensure 
the delivery of  supplies to 
local students and to assemble 
more than 475 backpacks for 
students.

Elementary school 
backpacks also contained 
additional school supplies that 
teachers would like them to 
have, such as Crayola Markers, 
Expo Markers, spirals, 
composition books, Elmer’s 
Glue, crayons, and Kleenex.

Middle school and high 
school students are receiving 
much-needed backpacks.

The organization 
purchased supplies through 
Walmart and assisted in 
stuffing backpacks with 
supplies, which were then 
picked up at the store’s 
curbside area.

Each year the organization 
supports students and teachers 
with supplies to start the new 
school year. It was important 
to continue the tradition of  
assisting students with supply 
needs and supporting the 
teaching staff  with student 
items needed throughout the 
year.

The school supply 
distribution is a program 

Lucia Ornelas 
Foundation 
continues to 
give back

See FOUNDATION Page A10A10

Little Chocolate Bayou 
Park to receive facelift

County to 
start removing 
abandoned 
vehicles
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County Code 
Enforcement Officer Steven 
Boyd is asking residents 
to take care of  abandoned 
vehicles on the county right 
of  ways before the office has to 
take action.

Boyd said an orange 
sticker is placed on a vehicle 
found abandoned in a county 
right of  way, giving the owner 
48 hours to move it. If  not 
removed after 48 hours, the 
vehicle is towed to the towing 
company’s yard.

Boyd said his office was 
giving people a head’s up as 

See COUNTY Page A2A2


