
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
deputy stood on King Fisher 
Beach.

Another deputy took his 
position at Schicke Point while 
a third deputy stood by on the 
Refugio County side of  the 
Guadalupe River.

A call came through on their 
handheld radios, crystal clear, 
and the deputies were able 

to respond to each other and 
dispatch in clear, understandable 
tones.

“You know how when you 
are talking to somebody on the 
phone, and you can tell when 
they are smiling. That’s what it 
sounded like on their radios; that 
the officers were smiling,” said 
Calhoun County Commissioner, 
Precinct 1, David Hall, who 
spearheaded the upgrade to the 
radio towers for the county.

The need to improve the tower 

system was driven home during 
Hurricane Harvey when officials 
realized how fragile it was.

“We almost lost it totally,” said 
Hall.

But the need for a better tower 
system goes back a long way, he 
said.

“The radio system has always 
been hard for deputies and 
paramedics,” he said.

“This is something we have 
needed for quite a while for the 
safety and security of  our officers 

and the public as well,” said 
Calhoun County Sheriff  Bobbie 
Vickery.

First responders could not use 
their handhelds in certain areas 
and would have to go back to their 
cars to make contact because that 
radio had the strongest signal, he 
explained.

For example, if  someone had 
been out mowing, had chest 
pain and was able to call 911 
before collapsing, the responding 
paramedic would have to stop 

treatment to go call other 
responders as to location and 
needs, putting the person’s life in 
danger, he explained.

The same would go for law 
enforcement officers, who 
often find themselves in tricky 
situations. To call for backup, 
they would have to go to their car, 
unlock it and use the radio, said 
Hall.

“The radio system is the lifeline 
for our officers,” Vickery said. 
“There were so many dead spots 

in our system that my officers 
could be out with anybody, lose 
communication and not be able 
to reach anybody for assistance 
– they could be reaching out for 
help, and no one would know it.”

He approached former County 
Judge Michael Pfeifer about 
bringing the radio board back 
together, which was approved. The 
board, consisting of  Hall, Calhoun 
County EMS Director Dustin 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

While many 11-year-old 
girls are spending their 
summer talking on the 
phone, spending time at 
the swimming pool or just 
hanging out with friends, 
one local girl is crocheting 
her days away in a quest to 
give to others.

With some yarn, a few 
great ladies and a crochet 
needle or two, Travis Middle 
School sixth grade student 
Beth Boone is determined 

to crochet at least 50 stuffed 
toys for neonatal intensive 
care unit newborns at 
surrounding hospitals.

Beth learned to crochet this 
summer.

“I have always enjoyed 
making crafts and things. 
Recently, the Port Lavaca 
Public Library did a 
crocheting program, and 
some of  the ladies from A 
Knotty Group came and 
taught us how to crochet a 
chain,” said Beth. “I really 
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 Thursday
Ladies Night & Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night &

House DJ

Saturday
TBD

5287 FM 3084 
Port Lavaca, TX 77979

361-551-0428

This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Aug. 19: Ladies Night & Karaoke

Aug. 20 : Steak Night & House DJ

Aug. 21: Tequila Black Band

By MELONY OVERTON
moverton@plwave.com

One Calhoun County man’s dying wish to see 
his mother has been fulfilled thanks to the efforts of  
friends and community donations.

Bill Hays, 63, of  Magnolia Beach, flew to Colora-
do last week to visit his 89-year-old mother Patricia 
McDonell, whom he has not seen in 12 years. Hays 
was diagnosed with hepatocellular carcinoma, or liv-
er cancer, and cirrhosis of  the liver, in early March 
of  this year.

But the man who is usually a giver has recently 
found himself  on the receiving end of  his communi-
ty’s generosity after a friend started a GoFundMe ac-
count and a raffle to help pay for travel, medical and 
funeral expenses. 

 Callie Shackelford, owner of  Fluffy Mutts 
Grooming & Spa in Port Lavaca, started the account 
for Hays. So far it has raised $3,205 of  a $5,000-goal. 

“I met Bill (Hays) when I first started my career 
working at the Port Lavaca Veterinary Clinic, he had 
a basset hound and she was the first dog I’ve ever 
groomed on my own,” Shackelford said. 

“I wanted to start a GoFundMe for Bill most im-
portantly to help with living expenses because he is 
way too sick to be working just to make ends meet,” 
she added. “I hope the money will help pay for his 
cremation and celebration of  life, and help to cover 
any additional cost that may burden the family.”

Hays, who owns a small lawn care business, is 
overwhelmed by the community’s generosity. 

“It melted my heart. I had to cry about it. I love 
it here. I’ve called this home ever since I came here. 
This community has really blessed me into becoming 
the man I am, and I am so grateful.”

Shackelford described the community’s re-
sponse as “incredible.”

“He has been in complete shock that so many 
people would help him. In the beginning, he didn’t 
think anyone would. He felt embarrassed even ask-
ing for money. I reassured him that he is a very loved 
person. He has helped so many people in the commu-
nity, so a lot of  people are paying their respect by do-
nating to help him back.”

 Originally from Austin, Hays moved to Magnolia 
Beach in 2009 to change his life. 

“I was tired of  getting in trouble. I had to start 
my life over,” he said. “I was one of  the worst, but 
God changed me.”

His personal transformation came about through 
helping people, particularly the elderly, within his 

Youth creates tentacles for tiny newborns

Magnolia Beach man’s wish fulfilled

County radio towers upgraded

Beth Boone, 11, shows off her crocheted octopus, one of many she hopes to 
donate to surrounding hospital neonatal intensive care units. With the help of 
community crocheters, she hopes to donate at least 50 stuffed toys by Friday, 
Oct. 1. (Contributed photo)

Brandi Nichols, director of nurses, and Eric Teehan, administrator, lift noodle dumbbells for the Port Lavaca 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center’s Olympics Aug. 4. The nursing staff held Olympic-style events to entertain 
the residents at the center. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Heavy lifting

See HAYS, Page A5

See TOWERS, Page A5

Bill Hays, of Magnolia Beach, volunteered to help 
with the clean up at the Indianola Fishing Marina 
after flooding and a fire. Hays, who has terminal 
liver cancer and cirrhosis of the liver, is known for 
giving back to his community. (Contributed photo)

HOOKED ON CHARITY

Beth Boone, left, crochets blue hats for the Hat, Not Hate 
program with A Knotty Club co-founder Karen Castaneda. 
The group meets 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Tuesday and 5-8 
p.m. every Thursday at the Calhoun County Library. at the 
Calhoun County Public Library. (Contributed photo)
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