
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
Independent School District 
began its summer school 
Monday, June 22.

The school district has 
been preparing for summer 
school and following the Texas 
Education Agency guidelines 
regarding COVID-19.

Students haven’t 
been inside the campuses 
since before spring break 
in March, and Assistant 
Superintendents Kelly Taylor 
and Maggie Hernandez have 
been planning since then.

“Careful planning 
and collaboration are 
important for a successful 
summer school program,” 
Hernandez said. “As soon as 
TEA published guidelines 
for summer programs, our 
campus administrators 
began the planning process.”

Hernandez added it takes 
a team effort to “ensure” the 
safety of  the CCISD students 
and staff  as they head to 
summer school.

After the spring semester, 
CCISD gave the students, 
parents, and teachers a 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

There has recently 
been an uptick in confirmed 
positive cases of  the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
around the country, state and 
locally.

The state has begun to 
make public two categories 
of  cases not reported during 
the first two months of  the 
pandemic.

Since the beginning of  
the pandemic, in March, there 
were four categories reported; 
confirmed, recovered, active 
and deaths.

In May, the state started 
to report probable cases. A 
probable case of  COVID-19 
is one that is not laboratory-
confirmed but may meet 
case definition through a 
combination of  symptoms, 
exposure, history and other 

lab tests, according to the 
state’s website.

“The purpose of  a 
probable case definition is to 
identify cases that may not be 
able to receive a confirmatory 
test,” the website says.

The probable numbers 
go into the total case count, 
despite not being tested.

The newest category being 
made public but has always 
been a category is called 
“pending investigation.” 
These numbers also go into 
the total case count.

“This category was added 
to public reporting so that 
the counties can be more up 
to date on what is actually 
going on in their county ‘real-
time’,” Memorial Medical 
Center Chief  Nursing Officer 
Erin Clevenger said.

Clevenger stated people 
are reading the category and 
thinking it means people are 

waiting on lab results to come 
back, but that is incorrect.

“When a hospital or a lab 
receives a positive result on a 
person who lives in a county 
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County approves insurance 
increase for CCSO

See CCISD Page A2A2

Volume 128, No. 38 Wednesday, June 24, 202075 CENTS PLWAVE.COM

INSIDE YOUTH A7        CLASSIFIEDS A4-5        FAITH A9          CRIME  A2          OBITS A8        ENTERTAINMENT A6

For Subscriber services: 361-552-9788  u To report news tips: 361-552-9788

NEWS IN BRIEF

PORTLAVACAWAVE

WAVESPORTS

@PORTLAVACAWAVE

THE_PORT_LAVACA_WAVE

Long-time Calhoun County resident Stanley Taylor is pictured with some of his colorful artwork. He is 
a resident at Bethany Senior Living Center in Port Lavaca. (Contributed photo)

Early voting  in 
runoff election 
started 
Monday 

Game of numbers, COVID-19 update

Governor, education 
commissioner say schools 
will open in fall
By ED STERLING
CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — While 
COVID-19 testing, contact 
tracing, case counts, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
increased last week, more and 
more Texans ventured out of  
their homes with the deadly 
coronavirus showing no sign 
of  abatement.

Gov. Greg Abbott recently 
renewed his COVID pandemic 
disaster declaration for all 
counties affected by the 
disease. Even so, Abbott 
and Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath 
on June 18 sounded a hopeful 
note, saying schools would 
resume normal operations 
in the fall. “It will be safe for 
Texas public school students, 
teachers and staff  to return to 
school campuses for in-person 
instruction this fall, but there 
will also be flexibility for 
families with health concerns 
so that their children can 
be educated remotely, if  
the parent so chooses,” said 
Morath, adding that detailed 
guidance would be issued 
soon.

Texas State Teachers 
Association President Noel 
Candelaria reacted, saying 
teachers and other school 

employees “need to be 
directly involved in planning 
for the safe reopening of  
school facilities” and a rush 
to reopen schools puts at 
risk the health and safety 
of  millions of  Texas school 
children, educators, families 
and communities.

Cumulative figures 
posted June 21 by the Texas 
Department of  State Health 
Services showed some 111,601 
people in Texas diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and 2,182 
confirmed deaths resulting 
from the disease.

Meanwhile, Gov. Abbott 
and Dr. John Zerwas, 
University of  Texas System 
executive vice chancellor 
for health affairs, on June 
16 said the Lone Star State’s 
hospital capacity can 
accommodate an uptick 
in COVID-19 cases. Texas 
Department of  State Health 
Services Commissioner 
John Hellerstedt and Texas 
Division of  Emergency 
Management Chief  Nim Kidd 
joined Abbott and Zerwas in 
making the announcement.

In related news, the 
governor’s office on June 15 
released a new public service 
announcement titled “Wear A 

See STATE Page A8A8

CCISD geared up for 
summer school, started 
June 22

Penciling in a colorful world

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Stanley Taylor colors the 
world for residents and staff  
at Bethany Senior Living, 
located at 118 Trinity Shores 
Dr. in Port Lavaca.

Taylor, 61, grew up in 
Calhoun County. His parents 
passed away 20 years ago.

After he was involved in 
a terrible car accident, Taylor 
needed something to keep his 

mind occupied with positive 
thoughts. He decided to fill it 
with the beauty of  colors.

Taylor likes to use adult 
coloring pages with prints 
such as waterfalls, flowers, 
and other colorful scenarios. 
He said, one day, he decided to 
pick up some colored pencils, 
which quickly became his 
favorite medium and has not 
stopped since.

“The picture inspires me 
to color it,” said Taylor. “It’s 

very comforting and relaxing 
to me. It helps take my mind 
off  my problems or things 
going on and not worry so 
much.”

Taylor gives most of  his 
artwork away to friends.

“It makes me happy to 
see people enjoy my art, so it 
inspires me to do more,” he 
said.

Taylor has one living 
sibling, Ruth Gray, out of  a 
family of  10.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Early voting for the 
Calhoun County Constable, 
Precinct 4, race begins Monday 
for the July 14 runoff  election.

The election was 
postponed due to an executive 
order from Gov. Greg Abbott 
amid the shelter-at-home 
period during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Incumbent Calhoun 
County Constable Kevin 
Koliba is facing off  against 
challenger Louis Warren for 
the position on the Republican 
ticket.

The statewide runoff  
races on the Democratic side 
include the U.S. Senate race 
between Mary “MJ” Hegar 
and Royce West, while Chrysta 
Castaneda and Roberto R. 
“Beto” Alonzo are in the 
Railroad Commissioner’s race.

In a runoff  election, 
voters who cast ballots during 
the primary must vote for the 
same political party as they did 
at that time. Those that did not 
vote in the primary can vote 
for either party in the runoff.

The last day to apply by 
mail is July 2. The date is the 
receipt of  the application, not 
the postmark.

Early voting will be in the 

See ELECTION Page A10A10

First responders at the scene of a two-vehicle accident at the intersection of US Highway 87 and 
Farm-To-Market 2433 last Thursday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Minor injuries in two vehicle wreck last Thursday

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Texas Department of  
Public Safety was called out 
to a two-vehicle accident last 
Thursday at the intersection of  
US Highway 87 and Farm-to-
Market Road 2433.

A 2002 white Ford truck, 
driven by 35-year-old Lindsey 
Curtis, of Victoria, was traveling 
from FM 2433 and turning left 
onto Highway 87, according 
to DPS Sergeant Rueben San 

Miguel.
San Miguel added that 

Curtis’s truck malfunctioned and 
stalled.

A 2010 silver Chevy 
Silverado, driven by Brandy 
Lea Sanders, 48, of Port Lavaca 
with passenger 25-year-old 
Wesley Bryd, of Port Lavaca, was 
traveling southbound toward 
Port Lavaca and was unable to 
avoid the truck, according to San 
Miguel.

San Miguel said Sanders 
struck the pickup truck in the left 

rear driver’s side tires with her 
front left bumper.

The Ford Pickup later spun 
a little to the right and rolled 
over onto the passenger side, San 
Miguel said.

Sanders and Byrd were sent 
to Memorial Medical Center for 
minor injuries, San Miguel said, 
and he added the driver of the 
pickup was not injured. 

No citations were issued at 
the time, and DPS is currently 
investigating the crash, according 
to San Miguel.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners approved an 
increase in vehicle insurance 
for the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Office during their 
meeting on June 17.

Sheriff  Bobbie Vickery 
said the current policy only 
covers vehicles up to five 
years fully before dropping 
to liability only. The change 
would allow the department 
to keep older vehicles in 
good working condition and 
purchase used vehicles.

Vickery said they could get 
vehicles with police packages 
from a big city for $20,000 to 
$30,000 rather than paying 
more than $70,000 per vehicle. 
And, he said, it would help 
them to increase their fleet.

But, “it wouldn’t be 
economically feasible to do 
that because of  the age limit,” 
he said.

The additional premium 
would cost $6,000 more a year.

Following the regular 
meeting, the commissioners 
had a workshop with their 
grant writer to discuss 
possible projects to submit 
for Texas General Land Office 
Community Development 
Block Grant Mitigation Fund.

During the preliminary 
meeting, the court met with the 
grant writer, Katy Sellers, Scott 
Mason with G&W Engineers, 
Inc., and Interim Port Lavaca 
City Manager Jody Weaver to 
discuss proposed projects.

Preliminary projects 
discussed included repairs 
to Memorial Medical Center, 
shoreline erosion abatement 
for Swan Point and Hatteras 
Park, fiber optic installation, 
and drainage issues at various 
locations, including the 200 
acres the county recently 
purchased.

See COUNTY Page A2A2

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 60 Total Cases

n 49 Confirmed Cases

n 47 Recovered

n 10 Active

n 6 Pending

n 5 Probable

n 3 Deaths

See COVID-19 Page A10A10

Inside lane 
closures starts 
July 2, ends 
July 16
STAFF REPORT

The causeway 
rehabilitation project will 
force a 24-hour lane closure 
from July 6 through July 16.

The project started in 
June 2016, and the estimated 
completion date is July 16. 

“SCR Civil 
Construction, LLC, will be 
closing the inside lanes in 
both the northbound and 
southbound direction as 
they install the permanent 
center median barrier. The 
lane closure will be in place 
through the weekend during 
this time,” said Lucea’n 
Kuykendall-Herring with 
Texas Department of  
Transportation Public 
Information Office in a 
press release.

• Slow down and always 
follow posted work zone 
speed limits. Speeding is one 
of  the major causes of  work 
zone crashes. Remember, 
traffic fines double in work 
zones.

• Pay attention. Workers 
and heavy equipment may 
only be a few feet from 
passing vehicles.

• Be patient. Delays from 
roadway construction can 
be frustrating, but it only 
takes a few extra minutes to 
slow down for a work zone.


