
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Local Texas Parks & 
Wildlife game wardens seized 
just over 1,800 pounds of  
shrimp in the Gulf  of  Mexico 
Feb. 24.

According to Calhoun 
County Game Warden Chelsea 
Bailey, she along with a couple 
other game wardens were 
patrolling the Gulf  of  Mexico 
specifically for shrimp boats.

“We inspect their catch, 
the net and the Turtle 
Excluder Device (TED) that 
they use on the boat,” Bailey 
said.

The TED is a device that 
is inside the shrimp net that 
allows turtles, if  they are 
captured, to exit without any 
harm or being killed, Bailey 
explained. She added that 
when they check the TED, they 
are looking for the device to be 
at a proper angle. 

The maximum angle the 
device can be is 55 degrees, 
and Bailey said the boats TED 
exceeded that significantly.

“It was a pretty flagrant 
degree,” Bailey said.

The TED they were using 
to catch the shrimp was in 

violation and therefore deemed 
illegal, not the amount shrimp. 
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AUSTIN - Governor Greg 
Abbott today held a joint 
press conference call with 
U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD) Secretary Ben Carson, 
in which they announced 
$652 million in additional 
funding for Texans impacted 
by Hurricane Harvey. The 
announcement followed a 
meeting between Governor 
Abbott and Secretary Carson, 
where they discussed the 
progress Texas has made since 
Harvey rebuilding efforts 
began. 

 “With a disaster the 
size and scope of  Hurricane 
Harvey, collaboration between 
state, local, and federal 
government is critical,” said 
Governor Abbott. “I thank 
Secretary Carson for his 
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A Port Lavaca man was 
arrested 12 days after allegedly 
striking a Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s deputy.

Texas Department of  
Public Safety arrested Louis 
Paul Purswell, 57, of  Port 
Lavaca Feb. 20 on a warrant 
for failure to stop and render 
aid, Sgt. Ruben San Miguel 

with DPS said.
Purswell allegedly struck 

deputy Trenton Ballard, while 
the deputy was directing 
traffic following a wreck 
on Feb. 8, according to San 
Miguel.

The pickup failed to stop 
and fled after hitting the 
deputy.

Ballard was transported 
to Memorial Hermann in 

Houston via Helicopter and 
was released the next day. 
Ballard has returned to work 
and is designated to light duty.

Purswell posted a $75,000 
bond out of  Calhoun County 
jail in less than two hours 
after being booked. 

The state jail felony 
carries a 180 days to 2 years 
in jail sentence and up to a 
$10,000 fine. LOUIS PAUL PURSWELL

Several Calhoun Game Wardens seized a large amount of shrimp during a routine boat check in the 
Gulf of Mexico, Feb. 24. (Contributed photo)

Montgomery, Parker, Flores head to college to play sports

Sylias Montgomery signed his letter of intent to play football for the Concordia University-Wisconsin 
Falcons. Zoe Flores and Remi Parker also signed letters of intent. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo)

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Hard work, dedication 
both on and off  the field is 
what helped three Calhoun 
High School students further 
their athletic and academic 
dreams.

SYLIAS MONTGOMERY
One of  the players that 

was the heart and soul of  the 
Calhoun Sandcrabs defense 
was three-year starter Sylias 
Montgomery. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 27, 
Montgomery signed with 
the Concordia University-
Wisconsin Falcons to play 
linebacker and defensive back. 

Montgomery had 16 offers 
from an array of  universities 
around the country, but after 
Graduate Assistant Coach 
Garrett Myers made an in-
home visit, he knew where he 
needed to be.

“He told me that they 
wanted me to come play 
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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Tessa, one of  the K9 dogs, 
will be retired and rehomed 
due to medical reasons, 
according to the Calhoun 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The announcement 
was made during the Feb. 
27 meeting of  the Calhoun 
County Commissioners, who 
approved the retirement.

In addition, the court 
accepted a private sector 
donation to purchase a new 

K9 from K9s4COPs.
“Tessa’s health is not 

great,” said Sheriff  Bobbie 
Vickery. “So we’re going to 
retire her out.”

“She’ll be retired 
and rehomed,” asked 
Commissioner Vern Lyssy to 
which Vickery replied, “yes.”

In addition, the court also 
approved application for a 
grant to purchase body armor 
through the Rifle-Resistant 
Body Armor Grant Program.

The armor, explained 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT - 
The city council dealt with 
six issues regarding the 
upcoming May 4 Municipal 
Election Monday night.

There are four seats 
up for election but one is 
to fill an unexpired term. 
Counsel for the city Carly 
Wall with Roberts, Odefey, 
Witte & Wall, said a special 
election had to be called to 
fill the unexpired term while 
the general election will be 
to fill the three seats that 
would normally be up at this 
election period.
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Public education has 
been the heart of  our 
community since 1849. 

This year, Calhoun 
County ISD is pleased to 
be celebrating 170 years of  
serving the needs of  every 
student though quality 
instruction, supported by a 
strong academic program, 
extracurricular activities and 
career/technical education.

Each year in March, 
school districts throughout 
the state join the campaign 
to Celebrate Texas Public 
Schools. Calhoun County 
ISD is celebrating under the 
theme, “Public education 
…. the heart of  Texas.” This 
year’s theme focuses on the 
word “heart,” because we 
realize how important it is 
to parents to provide a high 
quality education for their 
family. And Calhoun County 
ISD families care enough 
to give their family every 
opportunity available. 

Calhoun County ISD 
works diligently to maintain 
our community’s confidence 
in our public school system. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Three Calhoun students 
signed letters of intent to 
play sports at the college 
level.
Page A11.

OBITUARIES, A6

“The law of the LORD is 
perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the LORD are 
right, rejoicing the heart; The 
commandment of the LORD is 
pure, enlightening the eyes.”
Psalms 19:7-8

Charles Albert Husak
Robert M. Peterson

PLMST auditions
The Port Lavaca Main 

Street Children’s Theatre 
will hold general auditions 
for this year’s production 
“Charlotte’s Web” at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 7, at the 
theatre, located at 315 E. Main 
St. in Port Lavaca. Audition 
packets are available by 
emailing plmstheatre@
yahoo.com or messaging Port 
Lavaca Main Street Theatre 
on Facebook. For more 
information, contact director 
Jody Weaver at 361-649-6116. 
The play is scheduled for 
June 7-9 and June 13-16.

Lenten fish fry
The Knights of  Columbus 

Council #3253 will host its 
Lenten fish fry at 5 p.m. 
every Friday of  Lent except 
Good Friday at St. Jude 
Hall. Dine in or take out 
plates with fried fish and 
all the trimmings are $10. 
All proceeds will benefit KC 
charities.

Spring break activities
The Calhoun County 

Library will host special 
activities for spring break. 
Movie day will be Tuesday, 
March 12. “The Grinch” 
will be shown at 1:30 p.m. 
followed by “The Nutcracker” 
at 3:30 p.m. Story time will 
be at 10:45 a.m. and game 
day will be from 1:30-5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, March 13. 
A printer demonstration 
will be held from 1-3:30 p.m. 
and the movie “Fantastic 
Beasts 2” will be shown at 
6 p.m. Thursday, March 14. 
“Ralph Breaks the Internet” 
will show at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 15.
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