
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Point Comfort city 
council approved the purchase of  
new vehicles for the city’s police 
and maintenance departments 
during its meeting Tuesday, Sept. 
1, via Zoom.

The choice to purchase the 
vehicles outright, however, was 
preceded by contretemps during 
a special-called regular meeting 
and budget workshop via Zoom 
and Facebook on Aug. 24.

Contretemps started 
when Mayor Leslie Machicek 
requested the council approve 
a switch in department heads 
– Councilman Steve Lambden 
to oversee police and fire and 
Councilman Wes McKelvy to 
oversee streets.

The attempt to change 
department heads turned into an 
intense back and forth that ended 
with no changes being made.

The fireworks began when 
Machicek said she wanted 
to switch department heads 
because of  complaints from 
citizens, city workers, and 
council, as well as a last-minute 
request for a lease of  three cars, 
meaning the department head 
for the police department did 
no due diligence, as income has 
declined due to COVID-19.

McKelvy asked her to 
explain what she meant by not 

doing due diligence, to which 
Machicek replied that a five-year 
lease was a long time for three 
vehicles. McKelvy noted that it 
was a five-year warranty.

“The lease was a five-year 
lease. I struggled with this, Wes. 
I prayed for a long time, but I’m 
getting complaints from other 
departments, other coworkers, 
others seeing our income 
dropping like it is from this virus, 
and I don’t know how long it’s 
going to last,” she said.

The lease was for three 
fully equipped police Tahoes, 
McKelvy explained in a follow-up 
interview. Council approved the 
purchase of  three cars during a 
meeting on July 24.

“We did have a meeting on 
July 24. In the Police Department 
budget, I was trying to keep 
the yearly payments under 
the $40,400, which is the line 
item for police vehicles. Chief  
Baxter worked on a quote for 
three fully equipped, brand 
new police Tahoes for under 
$40,400 a year,” he explained. 
“This was presented to the city 
council at the July 24 meeting 
and was passed. In the August 
24th meeting, Carly Wall, the 
city attorney, stated she would 
like to see a few items added 
in the contract, and the Mayor 
expressed concerns about a five-
year lease. The five-year lease 
was to stay under budget, which 

was given.”
Machicek said in a follow-

up interview that the original 
information was for police cars as 
well as maintenance equipment, 
including a backhoe, and was for 
research only.

“Councilman McKelvy 
was told the price for the patrol 
cars would be going up, and he 
would need to order soon. He 
separated it from the original to 
be brought to council; however, 
the lease agreement was not 
presented to us at that time,” she 
said. “We had trusted he did the 
research and went through the 
lease agreement. Councilman 
McKelvy had our chief  of  police 
do the actual work on this.”

Machicek added, “When it 
was time to sign the paperwork, 
a red flag went up with our City 
Administrator and was brought 
to the attention of  myself  and our 
city attorney. There were several 
issues that were not addressed in 
the first meeting because no one 
had a copy of  the contract. Our 
city administrator only had the 
original with all equipment and 
could not verify the separation 
of  cost, nor did he have the whole 
agreement. The contract for 
just the patrol cars was finally 
brought to our city administrator 
just hours before the second 
meeting. I feel we learned a 
valuable lesson, taking the word 
of  a council member is not in the 

best interest of  citizens. We will 
definitely be more diligent about 
having the contract in our hands 
to review well before we vote on 
anything.”

During the Aug. 24 meeting, 
McKelvy told the mayor that 
he had the money in his budget 
to cover the lease, to which 
Machicek replied, “We don’t 
have the money for this.”

“I have it in my budget,” he 
responded, to which Machicek 
replied, “We don’t have the 
money when it’s not coming 
in. Do you want to go up on 
taxes to get police cars? We’ve 
been hurting quite a bit this 
year which is another reason to 
change department heads.”

Machicek said, in response 
to a follow-up question, that the 
city had cut a lot out of  its 2019 
budget, “which helped us. My 
concern is more about future 
income, especially if  this virus 
continues.”

Lambden said he thought 
it was a bad time to change 
department heads during budget 
and that in a couple of  months, 
there would be a new mayor.

After several minutes of  
deafening silence, Councilwoman 
Linda Brush made a motion to 
follow the mayor’s wishes.

“Does someone want to 
second it? Probably not,” said 
Machicek, and the motion died 
for lack of  a second.

During the council’s 
regular meeting Sept. 1, City 
Administrator Robby Silva 
explained they needed to decide 
what equipment to purchase and 
the method of  purchase.

In addition to the three 
police vehicles, which McKelvy 
said usually have a life of  
seven years, the council was 
considering the purchase of  a 
backhoe and utility vehicle for 
the maintenance department. 
A backhoe usually has a life of  
20 years and 15 for the utility 
vehicle. The lease for all vehicles 
was $332,994 for lease-to-own 
with an interest rate of  3.084 per-
cent, McKelvy said.

McKelvy said after the July 
24 approval, he had started the 
ball rolling on getting the three 
police cars, and if  it was stopped, 
a 25 percent restocking fee would 
be charged.

Councilman Steve Lambden 
said he would prefer to purchase 
the vehicles outright rather than 
lease any of  them. 

Councilman Mitch McBride 
said the city would get to write 
off  the depreciation if  they 
owned the vehicles but not if  
they were leased.

The concern City Attorney 
Carly Wall had with the contract 
was there was no language to 
allow the city to end the lease if  

By DD TURNER
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Calhoun County 
Commissioners agreed to close 
part of Magnolia Beach for a 
market day during their meeting 
Sept. 2.

Commissioner David Hall 
requested closing the half-moon 
portion of the beach for the 
Rockport-Fulton “Road Trip To 
Indianola” event. The event will 
be Sept. 19 and Sept. 20 from 9 
a.m to 4 p.m. each day.

Terri and David Elliot 
addressed the court about a 
festival they hosted to help their 
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website
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By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Due to restrictions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic Church Fall Festival 
is being scaled back to a much 
smaller version this year.

“We had to scale down 
this event because of  the 
precautions that we needed 
to take surrounding the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Normally, this event draws 

hundreds of  people into the 
Bauer Community Center 
within one afternoon,” said Fr. 
Tommy Chen. “But because of  
the need for social distancing, 
we are unable to host the 
numerous food, drink, craft, 
and game booths, children’s 
carnival, and live auction 
that usually characterize our 
festival.”

 OLG’s annual Run for 
the Son 5K Run and Spring 
Fiesta, scheduled in March 
and since canceled, was the 

first fundraiser affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
pandemic has also affected 
other events sponsored by the 
church.

“So many of  the 
participants who had already 
sponsored items or had paid 
entry fees for the event simply 
allowed the church to keep 
their funds as a donation. We 
are entirely grateful for their 
generosity,” said Chen. “After 
this Fall Festival, our Altar 
Society will have their annual 

turkey dinner on Nov. 1. This 
event actually won’t be affected 
too much, simply because it 
consists of  mainly to-go plates, 
a raffle, and a bake sale. Our 
Catholic School usually has 
a gala in the spring semester. 
The pandemic will not allow us 
to do that, since it’s usually an 
event where social distancing 
is not possible. So this year, the 
parish school will be doing a 
raffle to help make up for what 
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The peak of hurricane 
season is here, and the Insurance 
Council of Texas wants residents 
to be sure and check their 
insurance – just in case.

Residents are encouraged to 
do a room-by-room inventory of  
their home and document with 
photos and lists all the items in 
the rooms.

“This will lessen the 
stress and lessen the loss,” 
said Camille Garcia, director 
of communications and public 
affairs for the insurance council 
during a Webex online meeting.

Hurricane Harvey was a 
stark lesson for residents of the 
area, she said.

There are four insurance 
policies they need to have to 
make sure they are covered, she 
said. These are:

- Homeowners or renters 
policies to cover fire and other 
liabilities

- Wind insurance, a separate 

Sparks fly during Point Comfort meeting over police department

Insurance council 
says to check 
policies during 
hurricane season

Marine 
veteran talks 
about COVID 
experience
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

As Calhoun County enters 
September with COVID-19 
cases in the low single digits, 
one person tells the story of  his 
experience and gives a warning 
about the virus.

Jesse Cortez Jr., a former 
U.S. Marine from Port Lavaca, 
talked about his timeline of  
fighting the virus and his 
recovery from it.

“The symptoms started 
somewhere in late April or 
May,” Cortez said. “I started 
losing taste in my food and 
started getting nauseated.

Cortez added he only ate 
chicken noodle soup and drank 
coffee, no other food.

After showing the 
symptoms of  the virus, he 
visited Dr. William Crowley 
at Memorial Medical Clinic 
in late June, and he said he 

Veteran’s 
Services 
officer 
battled COVID
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Wear a mask.
That simple piece of advice 

is what Ron Langford, Calhoun 
County Veteran’s Services officer, 
has to offer after his recovery 
from the coronavirus.

“Do what they tell us to 
do – wash your hands, use hand 
sanitizer, and stay away from 
people,” he said.

Langford said his experience 
wasn’t as bad or as long as some 
other folks’, and he did not 
have to be intubated or put on a 
ventilator. “I was just sick for a 
couple of days,” he explained.

See VIRUS Page A2A2

See COVID-19 Page A10A10

County to implement strong radio signals throughout Calhoun
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A public-private venture 
will provide extended 
communications for Calhoun 
County during any emergency, 
thanks to a little “outside the 
box” thinking.

The county is partnering 
with Bill Cordell in Port 
O’Connor as well as Union 
Carbide Dow to add two 
additional towers to its 
communication system, said 
Calhoun County Commissioner, 
Precinct 1, David Hall. The 

county has been using a tower 
owned by Crown Castle.

“I had to think outside the 
box on how to make it possible 
with the least impact to the 
taxpayer,” said Hall.

Funding for the $1.4 
million project is through the 
Community Development 
Block Grant – Disaster Relief  
out of  Hurricane Harvey funds. 
These are HUD funds managed 
through the Texas General Land 
Office. It also includes funding 
for the Alamo Beach fire station 
and for the Chocolate Bayou 
and Lane drainage projects.

“This is a once in a career 
opportunity to make this huge 
of  an improvement for the 
safety of  our first responders 
and citizens,” said Hall.

Hall said this is something 
the county has needed for a 
long time.

“It’s currently being held 
together with baling wire and 
duct tape. We’re lucky we didn’t 
lose it in (Hurricane) Harvey. 
We came close, almost lost one 
antenna off  the tower.”

One of  the biggest issues 
having only one tower creates is 
first responders not being able 

to use handheld radios to stay 
in communication. This would 
leave them having to return to 
the ambulance, for example, for 
a higher wattage radio.

The additional towers 
will increase patient safety as 
well as increase safety for first 
responders.

Plus, Hall noted that with 
three towers during a major 
hurricane, two could be lost, 
and communications are still 
possible.

Hall said the county is 

See RADIO Page A12A12

Stewart leads Calhoun in 40-14 win over Stafford

‘Road Trip To 
Indianola’ 
event slated 
Sept. 19-20

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
rebounded from their week one 
loss against La Vega with a 40-
14 win on the road against the 
Stafford Spartans last Friday 
night.

This is the first win by the 
Sandcrabs since their playoff  
win against Sharyland, and 
Calhoun Head Coach Richard 
Whitaker talked about it.

“It’s been a long time. 
It seems it was forever ago,” 
Whitaker said, “and so, these 
kids have been working hard 
since June 8, and going out 
playing good doesn’t constitute 
a win. You have to learn how to 
win, and you’ve got to finish off  
games.”

Despite the win, Whitaker 
said it got ugly during the game 
with penalties and the “sloppy 
play down the stretch”, but 
he added he is happy they got 
things done in the heart of  the 

game and put this game away.
“They deserved this win, 

and I congratulate them for 
playing hard tonight,” Whitaker 
said.

Whitaker talked about one 
of  his football managers, Ethan 
Redding. He said his father 
passed away the day before the 
game, and he was with the team 
in Stafford.

Redding was named team 
captain by the players, and he 
led the team out of  the tunnel at 
the beginning of  the game.

Whitaker said he is proud 
of  his players for making 
Redding the captain and have 
him lead the team out of  the 
tunnel.

“That’s why I love this 
football team, and this is why I 
love this family. It’s more than 
just about football,” Whitaker 
said, “so that was a special 
thing tonight for us.”

The Sandcrabs offense 
improved from the previous 
game as the offensive line 

opened big holes for Senior 
Quarterback Jarius Stewart 
and Senior Fullback Steve 
Johnson.

Stewart scored five of  six 
Calhoun touchdowns against 

Stafford, and later Johnson 
iced the game with a 41-yard 
touchdown run.

Senior Offensive Lineman 

Center Trent Woody and Offensive Tackle Damian Chavez open a 
running lane, as Jarius Stewart hands the ball to Steve Johnson. 
Woody, Stewart, and Johnson were named offensive MVPs of the 
week in the 40-14 win against Stafford. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker)

See FOOTBALL Page A12A12

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A few tweaks to the website 
should bring the Calhoun County 
Elections Administration back 
into compliance with the Voting 
Rights Act.

The office received notice 
from the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Texas that 
information needed to be 
presented in Spanish as well, and 
Elections Administrator Mary 
Orta said they were given until 
Oct. 2 to respond.

Calhoun County was among 
16 counties to receive a letter 
from the ACLU on possible 
violations, according to an ACLU 
media release.

“Current law requires 
any information about voting 
or elections to be provided in 
English and Spanish in counties 
where the voting-age population 
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OLG Fall Festival affected by pandemic
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