
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

There will be a new 
county commissioner in 
January.

Joel Behrens unseated 
incumbent Calhoun County 
Commissioner, Precinct 3, 
Clyde Syma in the Republican 
Primary, Tuesday.

There were 2,277 votes 
cast in the Republican 
Primary consisting of  187 
absentee ballots, 1,096 early 
votes and, 1,939 votes cast on 
Election Day. The primary 

featured two contested races.
In the Democratic 

Primary 945 votes were cast 
including 104 absentee ballots, 
300 early votes, and 541 votes 
cast on Election Day.

Behrens received 377 
votes (57.56%); 156 in early 
voting. Wesley Abraham 
earned 196 votes (29.92%); 108 
in early voting, Clyde Syma 
received 46 votes (7.02%); 28 
in early voting and Butch 
Graveson received 36 (5.50%) 
votes; 13 in early voting.

“It’s nice,” said Behrens 
of  his win. “Now, it’s time to 

get to work.”
“This is what God had in 

store for me,” said Syma on 
his loss.

Abraham simply said, 
“It’s over.”

A runoff  election is in 
store for the Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 4, race.

Incumbent Constable 
Kevin Koliba received 
292 votes (48.99%), while 
challenger Louis Warren 
received 274 votes (45.97%). 
Lee Jordan, who had dropped 
out of  the race, drew 30 votes 

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — Incumbent 
President Donald J. Trump, 
who received 94% of  the 
vote in the Lone Star State’s 
Republican primary election, 
and former Vice President 
Joe Biden, who received 34.5 
percent of  the vote in the 
Democratic primary, were 
their parties’ top vote-getters 
on March 3, Super Tuesday.

Biden’s closest rival 
was Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, who received 30% 
of  the Democratic vote. 
Sanders was followed by 
former New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, 14.4%, 
and Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, 11.4%.

Overall voter turnout 
figures posted by the Texas 
Secretary of  State’s Elections 
Division show 4,084,431 
of  the state’s 16,211,198 
registered voters cast a ballot 
— slightly more than 25% 
of  total registered voters. 
That’s a higher participation 
rate than in the 2016 Super 
Tuesday vote. Then, 3,289,218 
Texans cast a ballot, or 23% 
of  the 14,238,436 voters who 
were registered at the time.

In a major down-ballot 
race, state Sen. Royce West, 
D-Dallas, and former Air 
Force helicopter pilot M.J. 
Hegar, will face each other 
in a May 26 Democratic 
primary runoff. The winner 
will run against long-term 
incumbent U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, a Republican, in the 
Nov. 3 general election.

Complete election 
results are available at the 
Texas Secretary of  State’s 
website, sos.texas.gov.

City cancels festival
The city of  Austin and 

Travis County on March 6 
declared a “local state of  
disaster” in response to what 
officials called an increasing 
concern over novel 
coronavirus — COVID-19 — 
the deadly flu-like contagion 
that has developed into a 
worldwide health threat.

Austin Mayor Steve 
Adler issued a related 
order canceling the South 
by Southwest festival, an 
event that has been hosted 
annually by the capital city 
since 1987. To illustrate the 
rapidity of  the local decision-
making process, only two 
days earlier, Austin’s public 
health department stated 
that “there’s no evidence 
that closing SXSW or any 
other gatherings will make 
the community safer.”

Dr. Mark Escott, 
commenting on behalf  of  
the department on March 
6, said, “While there is no 
clear guidance on what local 
jurisdictions should do under 
these circumstances, our 
local expert advisory panel 
took a look at the risk factors 
and identified a number of  
concerns.”

The SXSW festival, a 
global magnet for music 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

During its March 4 meeting, 
Calhoun County commissioners 
approved applying for a grant that 
would give the county a chance to 
obtain a new EMS vehicle.

EMS Director Dustin 
Jenkins informed the court that 
the FY 2019 FEMA Assistance 
to Firefighters grant would 
give them a new base instead of  
remounting the current base.

“It would provide all you 
need,” said Jenkins, who noted 
the grant has a 10 percent match 
of $23,000.

The last full remount cost 
$216,000.

“This is still a win-win 
if you get the grant,” said 
Commissioner Vern Lyssy.

In other EMS business, the 
court approved applying for a 
2020 Homeland Security Grant 
for four members of the Tactical 
Emergency Medical Services to 
attend training. Jenkins noted 
this is a five-day training session 
and will give the team more 
operational capability.

In other business, the court:
-- Approved the Calhoun 

County Clerk to sign a 36-month 
rental agreement plus equipment 
with Neopost for a mailing station

-- Approved accepting an 
additional $432.11 insurance 
payment from TAC for damages 
to a Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office vehicle

-- Approved an FY 2020 
interlocal agreement with Gulf  
Bend Center

-- Approved a preliminary 
plat of Brown Subdivision, a 
revised plat of lots 4, 5, 6, and 7 of  
the Swan Point Subdivision

-- Approved the Homestead 
Exemption

-- Approved opening a credit 
account with Crossroads Tire & 
Automotive Services

-- Approved renewing the 
copier lease at the Calhoun 
County Main Library

-- Declared items from the 
District Attorney’s Office as 
waste and approved disposal

-- Heard reports from 
Calhoun County Clerk, Justice 
of the Peace Precinct 4, and Tax 
Assessor-Collector

-- Heard reports from the 
Calhoun County Extension Office

-- Approved payment of  
county and Memorial Medical 
Center bills and payroll

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Following an executive 
session, the city of  Port 
Lavaca authorized the 
city attorney to prepare 
a retirement agreement 
between the city manager 
and the city of  Port Lavaca, 
effective April 1.

City Manager Bill 
DiLibero was officially 
named the city manager on 
April 9, 2018, at a city council 
meeting. 

The council and 
DiLibero agreed on a month-
to-month contract with a 
salary of  $125,000 per year.

The council never 
committed to a long-term 
contract for DiLibero, even 
though he has worked with 
FEMA and other entities to 
help in the recovery after 

Hurricane Harvey.
In four years, dating 

back to 2016, the City of  Port 
Lavaca has gone through two 
city managers.

After the executive 
session, a motion made by 
Councilman Tim Dent and 
seconded by Councilwoman 
Jan Regan led to a 
unanimous vote by the rest 
of  the council.

Councilman Jim Ward 
was absent from the meeting 
and did not participate in 
the vote.

A citizen commented 
following the vote.

“I think it is very 
unfair when there are 
two councilmembers 
and the mayor, who have 
opponents in the upcoming 
election to have made this 
decision tonight. Then one 
councilmember is not here. I 

don’t think it was in the best 
interest of  the people you 
represent to have done it the 
way you did it,” Sue Traylor.

City Attorney Anne 
Marie Odefey will negotiate 
with DiLibero regarding the 
terms of  his retirement.
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Trump, Biden 
emerge as 
winners 
in Texas 
primaries

Behrens takes Commissioner Precinct 3 seat, constable race goes to runoff

JOEL BEHRENS

Rotary Provides Cultural Experience For County Students

The Rotary Club of Port Lavaca recently donated funds for CCISD and OLG 5th graders, and their 
educators to attend the musical fairy tale production of PETER AND THE WOLF.  The performance is 
presented annually by the Victoria Symphony Orchestra and the Victoria Ballet dancers.  This is the 
sixth consecutive year that the local Rotarians have teamed with the CCISD Transportation Dept. to 
make this experience possible for Calhoun County fifth graders.  Two hundred eighty three students 
and 22 educators from Calhoun County, were a part of a group of 2,000 others from the Crossroads 
region last Thursday attending one of two performances at the Victoria Fine Arts Center. 

Local youth get informed 
during boating safety course

City manager set to retire

City Manager Bill DiLibero is set to retire effective April 15, after 
an executive session, Monday, March 9. DiLibero was officially 
named city manager in April 2018. (Wave file photo)

Travis student represents school in National Spelling Bee

R.J Shelly, Calhoun County Extension Agent – Coastal & Marine 
Resources/Texas Seagrant, explains how to safely kayak to a 
group who attended the first course in the Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension Service/Texas Sea Grant Boating Safety Series 
Saturday at the Calhoun County Fairgrounds. (Sara Carney/
Texas Sea Grant)

CCEMS 
could get 
new vehicle 
with grant

Thirteen-year-old and Travis Middle School Eighth Grader Doreen 
Luo will be competing in the 93rd Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
May. (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Doreen Luo, a 13-year-
old Travis Middle School 
Student, took home first place 
in the Regional Spelling Bee 
in Victoria last weekend.

By winning the Regional 
Spelling Bee, Luo qualified 
to compete in the 93rd Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in 
Washington D.C. in May.

Luo spoke to the Port 
Lavaca Wave on Monday 
about winning the Regional 

Spelling Bee and qualifying 
for the National Spelling Bee 
in her final year of  competing.

Luo completed 14 rounds 
in the Regional Bee. She said 
she was eliminated in the first 
round the last time she went 
to the Regional, and she said 
she was going to do her best 
in this one and added she 
wasn’t “really nervous.”

The final word Luo 
spelled was “optimum,” and 
she said by rule in regionals, 

See SPELLING Page A10A10

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Boating Safety 
Series got off  to a roaring 
start Saturday when more 
than 75 people attended the 

course.
The course is part of  

the Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension Service/Texas Sea 
Grant Boating Safety Series, 

See BOATING Page A10A10


