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Trinity Shores hosts 

Stuff the Cruiser
Trinity Shores of  Port 

Lavaca, along with the 

Calhoun County Sheriff’s 

Office and Port Lavaca Police 

Department, is hosting Stuff  

a Cruiser from 9 a.m. to noon, 

Saturday, Jan. 23. Stuffed 

animals will be collected to 

help local first responder 

comfort children in distress.  

All Items can be dropped off  

any time at Trinity Shores.

Cenotaph 

dedication
VFW Post 4403 will conduct 

a dedication of  a Cenotaph 

to honor a Congressional 

Medal of  Honor recipient 

who was killed in the 1875 

Indianola hurricane, at 11 

a.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at 

Port Lavaca Cemetery.

Step up, Scale Down 

program Wednesday
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service starting 
a free Step Up Scale Down 
Program for 12 weeks 
beginning Wednesday, Jan 
6. Brief face-to-face classes 
are planned at noon each 
week. Virtual classes are 
available. Participants must 
do evaluation paperwork for 
the program and commit to 
participating in at least 10 
of the sessions to receive gift 
cards, a scale and a blood 
pressure monitor. For more 
information, contact Karen 
Lyssy at 361-552-9747, ext. 203 

or karen.lyssy@ag.tamu.edu.

Upcoming events
The deadline to submit events 

is 11 a.m. Monday. For more 

information, contact Sherry 

at 361-552-9788 or comingup@

plwave.com

 In Brief

 Thought 

 Of The Day

 Bible Verse

 Social Media

The steadfast love of the LORD 

never ceases; his mercies 

never come to an end; they 

are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23

The best or most beautiful 

things in the world cannot be 

seen or even touched -  they 

must be felt with the heart. 

Helen Keller

By DD TURNER

dturner@plwave.com

Ricardo Cordero, Jaime 

Rios, and Cedric Herrera have 

had a dream since they took 

up skateboarding in middle 

school – a skate park where 

they could practice, skate 

without bothering other peo-

ple and hone their skills.

“We’ve been dreaming 

about it for a long time,” said 

Rios.

Those dreams will come 

true this year as the city of  

Port Lavaca begins the pro-

cess of  constructing a skate-

park.

“We can skate every day,” 

said Cordero.

The trio was skating at Fay 

Bauer Sterling Park, using a 

rail they brought to practice 

their tricks.

In December, the Port Lava-

ca City Council concluded the 

years-long goal of  building a 

skatepark when it hired New-

line Skateparks of  Edgewater, 

Fla., to design the park.

“The company will hold a 

couple of  meetings with the 

community and skaters – any-

body who wants to attend – to 

get input on the design,” said 

City Engineer Jody Weaver. 

“The goal is to have a park 

designed specifically for our 

community.”

The park will be built in 

Wilson Park, on Seadrift 

Street near Jackson-Roosevelt 

Elementary School. “There 

is a large concession there as 

well as the soccer field,” she 

said.

The city awarded two 

contracts totaling $300,000 

during its Dec. 14, 2020, meet-

ing - $30,000 for design and 

engineering to Newline Skate-

parks and $270,000 to SPA 

Skateparks of  Austin, which 

will utilize the Interlocal Pur-

chasing System for materials. 

The target date for completion 

is August. 

City plans to bring skate park to life

Jaime Rios works the rail at Fay Bauer Sterling Park. He and his fellow skaters, Ricardo Cordero and 

Cedric Herrera, brought the rail to the park to practice. A dream come true is how he described the 

city of Port Lavaca’s plans to build a skatepark. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER

dturner@plwave.com

The COVID-19 vaccine roll-

out continues here in Calhoun 

County, but supplies disappear 

almost as soon as they are re-

ceived.

Erin Clevenger, the chief  

nursing officer for Memorial 

Medical Center, said they have 

moved into Phase 1B, which 

allows for the vaccine to be giv-

en to people 65 and older and 

those with chronic diseases 

such as cancer, heart disease, 

and diabetes.

“It’s stressful because every-

one is looking for the vaccine. 

I’m getting hundreds of  phone 

calls a day,” she said, noting 

the calls are coming from 

across the state.

Residents can call MMC to 

be put on a waiting list for 

the vaccine that meets the 

Phase 1B criteria. There are 

1,000 names on the list as of  

Wednesday.

“A lot of  these people are 

just calling on their own. It’s 

kind of  sad that it’s not been 

announced publicly,” she said.

The vaccine numbers are 

announced on Monday, and it 

usually comes in on Tuesday.

Currently, Clevenger is seek-

ing clarification on what they 

can do with any extra vaccine, 

if  there is any, such as helping 

out another county.

Local doctors and nurses 

were vaccinated just before 

Christmas. Clevenger said 

none of  them had become 

sick but had reported “pain at 

the injection site, which was 

expected, and a third reported 

feeling achy, having chills and 

feverish the following day. But 

the symptoms subsided after 

twelve hours.”

Around the city, H-E-B and 

Walgreens are receiving the 

vaccine. Both are following the 

guidelines for inoculation.

H-E-B Manager Mario Cha-

vana encourages residents to 

go to the H-E-B website, heb.

com, to make an appointment 

to get the vaccination when 

more becomes available or 

to find out more information 

about the company’s rollout.

“We are out, of  course, but it 

will be available as soon as it 

is made available to us,” said 

Chavana. He noted that H-E-B 

is following the guidelines set 

out by the government and 

following the phases as they 

open up.

Waiting list for vaccine ongoing

See VACCINE, Page A3

By JARED VAN EPPS

jvanepps@plwave.com

Members of  Calhoun 

County Law Enforcement 

agencies have announced they 

will be heading to Washington 

D.C. for the Presidential 

Inauguration Wednesday, Jan 

20. 

Five members of  Calhoun 

County Sheriff’s Office and 

three members Seadrift Police 

Department announced last 

week that they will be joining 

many Law Enforcement 

agencies in the United 

States for the Presidential 

Inauguration.

Calhoun County Sheriff  

Bobbie Vickery will be sending 

Lieutenant Joe Garcia, 

Investigator James Tolar, 

Deputy Wesley McKelvy, K-9 

Deputy Dakota Smith, and 

Detention Deputy Robert 

Montero.

Vickery talked about the 

five CCSO members heading 

to DC, and the honor to have 

them represent Calhoun 

County.

“I’m proud, very proud, 

it’s an honor to be able to go 

and represent Calhoun County, 

Texas as being part of  any 

historical event.” Vickery said. 

Vickery explained how 

his members got invited to the 

Presidential Inauguration.

Local law enforcement 

heading to Washington

See SKATE, Page A2

By SHERRY FICKLEN

lifestyle@plwave.com

A friendly face, shielded 

by a mandatory mask, 

sharing a few kind words and 

simple encouragement are 

what patients at Memorial 

Medical Center are once again 

accustomed to by its volunteer 

staff.  

Even though the COVID-19 

pandemic caused a temporary 

lapse in service last year, the 

group is once again providing 

its valuable services as long 

as the COVID-19 pandemic 

restrictions allow. MMC 

Volunteer President Gwen 

Krause said the volunteers 

were out of  commission for 

seven months.

“The MMC staff  let us 

know how greatly they had 

missed us after being away for 

months,” said Krause. 

The MMC Volunteer 

organization follows all state 

mandates. 

“Each volunteer is 

required to wear a mask 

and stay six feet apart,” 

said Krause, who has been a 

volunteer at MMC for 15 years. 

“There is only two people at a 

time allowed on elevators and 

sterilize our hands before and 

after every duty we perform.”

As of  now, there are 

20 active volunteers at 

MMC. Essential duties are 

transporting patients to tests, 

dismissals, carrying supplies, 

operating the gift shop, helping 

people get to appointments, 

serving as legal witnesses and 

answering phone calls.

“ Many of  us work extra 

shifts to cover for those who 

choose to not risk their health 

or someone in their home who 

is at risk,” she said.

MMC Volunteer Vice 

President Mary Jane Lynch 

said she has been a volunteer 

at the hospital for 19 years. She 

reflected that it was very sad 

MMC volunteers back in action

See PRESIDENT, Page A3

By DD TURNER

dturner@plwave.com

The Port Lavaca City 

Council approved the hiring 

of  a grant administrator for 

the upcoming round of  Texas 

Community Development 

Block Grants.

Grantworks was 

approved to help with the 

grant applications for $35,000. 

The city received several 

bids, which were scored 

by a committee, which 

recommended the acceptance 

of  the Grantworks proposal.

City Engineer Jody 

Weaver explained that 

applications were due in May, 

and they were working to 

get the administration and 

engineering help needed for 

the process.

Weaver said the city did 

not apply in the last round 

because it had received a grant 

the previous year and likely 

would have scored too low to 

be awarded a grant.

A public hearing is set 

for Jan. 25, which is the same 

night as a special meeting of  

the council.

She said they are 

tentatively looking at Ann 

Street reconstruction, but the 

public hearing is to solicit 

ideas from the public on what 

needs to be done that could be 

met through this grant.

In other business, the 

council:

• Approved a request from 

Port Lavaca Main Street to 

exempt the “Lorraine Fabrygel 

Building” from property taxes

• Approved provisions 

for the city’s General Offices 

Election on May 1 and also 

approved a lease agreement 

with the Calhoun County 

Elections Administration for 

voting equipment

• Approved an interlocal 

agreement with Cooperative 

Purchasing Services

• Approved a request 

from the Parks Department to 

purchase a 2021 Chevrolet 1500 

Silverado 4X2 Crew Cab truck 

as well as the purchase of  a 

2021 Chevrolet 2500 HD 2WD 

Crew Cab truck

City to apply for community block grant

Pictured, from left are Memorial Medical Center volunteers 

Gwen Krause, Jerry McClendon and Sandy Paul. (Contributed 

photo)

Local students return to school safely

See STUDENTS, Page A12

By JARED VAN EPPS

jvanepps@plwave.com

As Calhoun County ISD 

and Our Lady of  the Gulf  

Catholic School return from 

their respective winter breaks, 

school officials talk about 

preparing for students’ and 

staffs’ safety amidst COVID.

OLG Principal Theresa 

Dent talked to the Wave about 

their COVID Task Force and 

what plans they laid out for 

the return of  the students and 

staff.

Dent said the work the 

task force “did over the 

summer preparing OLG 

COVID Protocols has really 

paid off  for the school.”

“No major changes to 

the protocols have had to be 

made since the beginning of  

the school year,” Dent said. 

“However, immediately after 

the Thanksgiving break, 

the team noted the spike in 

COVID cases both in Calhoun 

County and in the Mariner 

families and decided to take 

a more proactive approach to 

addressing how they would 

monitor the Christmas break.”

According to Dent, the 

Task Force met between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

to “develop a COVID 

Christmas Survey” for OLG 

Parents and sent it on Jan. 2.

The survey questions 

were sent to parents “prior” to 

the Christmas break so “they 

can be aware” of  what is being 

asked, Dent said.

She added, in addition 

to the survey, the task force 

“developed a list of  best 

practices and reminders for 

holidays.”

See CITY, Page A3

See VOLUNTEER, Page A2


