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jvanepps@plwave.com

The champions course 
returns for its 14th year for 
student-athletes of  Calhoun 
High School.

The summer program is 
a culmination of  all athletes 
from all sports working out, 
including boys and girls 
from 7th graders to 12th 
graders, according to Athletic 
Director Richard Whitaker.

When Whitaker arrived 
in the spring of  2005, he 
spoke with the former 
AD, Gary Davenport, and 
Whitaker added one of  the 
things he couldn’t do was 
to get the kids to work out 
during the summer. 

Today, the program has 
grown from 150 students 
to more than 300-plus 
students this year, combining 
all sports from football, 
volleyball, baseball, etc.

“It’s a great program. 
It keeps the kids active 

throughout the summer,” 
Whitaker said.

Whitaker added this is 

a great opportunity for the 
students to work with the 
coaches and is keeping in 

them in shape.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A Calhoun County District 
Court jury sentenced Andrew 
Ray Flores and Anthony Reyes 
Serena each to 35 years in 
prison and a $10,000 fine Friday 
after approximately 45 minutes 
of  deliberation.

On Thursday, Flores and 
Serena were both found guilty 
of  murder in the shooting 
death of  Lupe Garcia on Oct. 
19, 2017. The jury heard from 
character witnesses for both the 
prosecution and the defense.

Patricia Resendez, the 
victim’s aunt, testified how 
she and Garcia were basically 
raised together. “He was like a 
little brother to me,” she said 
in response to a question from 
Assistant District Attorney 
Shannon Salyer.

She said when her niece 
informed her of  what happened, 
they drove from Inez to the 
hospital. “I miss him. I will miss 
him very, very much,” she said.

The state rested its case as 
the defense attorneys had no 
questions for Resendez.

Defense Attorney Merri 
Nichols, who represented 
Serena, called his mother, 
Brandy Verdugo, to the stand.

Verdugo testified that 
Serena was the oldest of  her five 
children and helped to provide 
for the family by buying food, 
paying bills and such.

“He worked hard at his 
grandparents’ business,” she 
testified and that he loved 
music and dreamed of  being a 
musician.

In his cross-examination, 
Salyer asked Verdugo if  it was 
her son who had died, what 
would she want to happen? “I 
would want justice,” she replied.

Angie Patrick, Serena’s 
paternal grandmother, 
testified how he worked hard 
at her husband’s construction 
company and that he would 
work one day without pay for 
rent and food. Serena stayed 
with the Patricks as did Flores 
occasionally, she said.

Roger Patrick followed 
his wife onto the stand and 
testified that while working for 
him, Serena and Flores were 
dependable and hard working 
at his company that builds piers 
and bulkheads.

Defense Attorney Joseph 
Garza, defending Flores, cross-
examined Patrick about reports 
that Flores was supposedly on 
drugs and had little sleep. “He 
wouldn’t be able to handle the 
chainsaw or carry a post. The 
(20 foot, 3X8) posts are hard 
enough to carry sober,” he said. 
“I didn’t see any of  that. This 
job is dangerous. We build piers, 
and you could drown.”

The last witness of  the 
trial, Debbie Hamilton, was 
called by Garza and testified 
that her son and Flores were 

close friends.
“He would visit often, and 

he would help me with my son, 
who had ADS and was bi-polar. 
When my son would disappear, 
Flores would help me find him 
because he knew where he 
might be,” she said.

Although she knew he did 
drugs, she said neither he nor 
her son had anything to do with 
guns, “He just got in with the 
wrong crowd.”

On cross-examination, 
Salyer asked her about her 
son’s suicide by gunshot. “He 
had access to a gun,” he said, to 
which she replied, “We all have 
access to guns.”

After all the parties rested 
their cases, the judge read the 
charge to the jury but then 
was asked about a point of  law 
by Keith Weiser, attorney for 
Serena. The jury charge was 
amended and then re-read to 
them.

Closing arguments 
followed. Salyer asked the jury 
to sentence the defendants at 
least 60 years in prison to send 
a message to residents that the 
“law of  the jungle” would not be 
tolerated in Calhoun County.

Garza urged the jury to 
exercise compassion when 
considering the sentence for 
Flores.

Nichols spoke about her 
son and how he uses his jail 
experience to help others. She 
asked the jury to give Serena a 

chance to learn and change and 
possibly help others with his 
story.

Garcia’s older sister, 
Amy Ocanas, gave an impact 
statement to Flores and Serena. 
She explained his death had 
left a void in their family and in 
his children’s lives.  She spoke 

of  how they would never get 
another hug from him and how 
he would be seen in the faces of  
the children he left behind.

“Our family is forever 
broken,” she said. “You were 
given 35 years. Lupe won’t ever 
be 35. You still have your lives. 
All we have is a gravestone ...”

SOCIAL MEDIA

School board 
approves auditor 
agreement, 
discusses 
property values
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The CCISD school board 
held its final meeting of  the 
2018-19 school year last Monday 
at the HJM Elementary School 
library.

 The board approved the 
hiring of  Gowland, Strealy, 
Morales, and Company to 
perform the CCISD fiscal year 
audit agreement.

The district has worked 
with the firm in the past, 
and they sent a letter to the 
district to perform the external 
financial audit for the 2018-19 
school year.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols said their fee 
will be the same, and he added 
that they do a great job.

Later, the board discussed 
the property value concerning 
revenue sources.

In 2019 the TEA added 
an indicator to the Financial 
Integrity Rating System of  
Texas (FIRST) requiring 
districts to discuss the impact 
of  the property value changes 
with the board.

Robin Martinez, the 
director of  finances for CCISD, 
presented the property value 
impact—funding lag report to 
the board.

Nichols said that the 
district had to do it because it 
was required, but he added that 
is no longer relevant under the 
new school finance rule.

Martinez said that the TEA 
wants to make sure that the 
board knows there is a “lag in 
the tax value” when budgeting.

Martinez discussed the 
lags and said if  the school has 
a “higher collection rate” that 
is what the TEA is paying from, 
and there is always a lag.

“Sometimes it can harm 
us, and sometimes it doesn’t, 
but we have to look at that 
because we’ll owe money back 
when they catch up,” Martinez 
said.

With the passing of  House 
Bill Three, Martinez said, the 
TEA now uses “current values” 
with the school districts, but 
Martinez added the problem 
with that district doesn’t know 
what the values are and neither 
does TEA.

“There is probably still 
going to be lag and a lot of  
settle up,” Martinez said. “This 
first year…we’ll be learning 
from this.”

According to Nichols, the 
early estimated tax value for 
2019-20, listed as $2.6 billion, 
has changed to where it should 
be close to the 2018-19 value.

Additional school board 
actions:--

Approved an agreement 
for the purchase of  attendance 
credits (WADA) netting chapter 
42 funding for 2019-20--

Approved seven new 
projects that include replacing 
the Seadrift Middle School roof, 
Travis Middle School grass 
landscaping, new cafeteria 
doors for Port O’Connor 
Elementary, concrete for 
transportation department 
driveway, installing CHS track 
walkway, replacing the back 
chain link fence and Calhoun 
High School office renovation. 
The total cost of  the projects 
is $434,285, and the board 
approved to use $435,000 from 
their 2013 bond funds.

--Discussed the impact of  
the legislative session and full 
day Pre-K
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The City of Port Lavaca 
has been allocated $5,113,395 
in Disaster Recovery Funds 
through the HUD Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program – (CDBG-DR) to 
be used toward eligible 
Infrastructure projects, 
impacted by Hurricane Harvey. 
At least 70% of the funds must 
be used for projects that will 
directly benefit Low-to-Moderate 
income residents. Eligible 
projects include projects such as 
flood and drainage, utilities and 
street improvements. 

The City has generally 
identified the area of eligibility 
as that which is bordered 
along the northwest by Main 
Street, along the southwest by 
Corporation Ditch, along the 
southeast by South Street and 
by Lavaca Bay on the northeast.  
Mayor Jack Whitlow and Fire 
Chief Joe Reyes have provided 
eye-witness accounts of  
significant street flooding during 
Hurricane Harvey in the area 
south of Center Street and west 
of Virginia Street, as well as S. 
Lavaca and S. Juanita Streets, 
south of Austin Streets.

City staff, along with their 
consultants CivilCorp and 
Grantworks are preparing the 
grant application to present for 
public comments by mid-July 
and submittal to the General 
land Office by the dead-line of  
August 31. Because the city was 
under a mandatory evacuation 
order during the storm event, 
we have not been made aware of  
any other first-hand accounts of  
flooding in this area, besides the 
mayor and city staff that stayed 
through the hurricane. 

This $5.1M funding has 
been allocated to Port Lavaca, 
but the city will only see 
the money if the submitted 
infrastructure project is 

CONVICTED OF MURDER
Flores, Serena sentenced to 35 years in prison  

Final team in Water Safari reflects on experience

Summer begins, so does off-season training

City of Port 
Lavaca has 
been allocated 
over $5 million 
in disaster 
relief funds

ANDREW RAY FLORES  ANTHONY REYES SERENA

“You were given 35 years. Lupe won’t 
ever be 35. You still have your lives. 

All we have is a gravestone.”

Amy Ocanas, Older sister of the late Lupe Garcia.

Jon Schoepflin, of Austin, and Drew Dylla, of Poth, were the last 
competitors to cross the finish line, Wednesday morning on the 
final day of the Texas Water Safari. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The 2019 Texas Water Safari came to an end last Thursday with 
the final boat arriving before the 100th hour.

Billed as “The World’s Toughest Canoe Race” on the TWS 
website, the Safari is an annual 260-mile race, “from Aquarena 
Springs in the college town of  San Marcos to the shrimping village 
of  Seadrift on the Texas coastline.”

Drew Dylla, of  Poth, and Jon Schoepflin, of  Austin, of  team 
Serendipitous, was the last team to cross the finish line around 10:30 
last Thursday morning, according to the official TWS Facebook 
page.

Dylla and Schoepflin described their experience as 
extraordinary, and Dylla added that it took longer than expected to 
complete the race.

“It kind of  adds a whole new level of  value,” Dylla said. “We’re 
super appreciative that we made it to the end.”

Dylla has been participating in the Safari with Schoepflin since 
2017, and he added that Schoepflin is a TWS veteran since his first 
Safari in 1997.

Both faced adversity in this year’s race. Tuesday night, Dylla 
said they came out of  the mouth of  the bay, and it was dark, and 
their flashlights were beginning to die.

One of  the paths that they took was overgrown, Dylla said, and 
he added they spent two hours trying to get through the river.

“We got maybe a quarter of  
a mile down that river, but there 

Athletic Director Richard Whitaker speaks to Calhoun athletes before the start of champions course 
at CHS. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)
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