
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Local health officials report 
a slowly decreasing number of  
positive cases over the last two 
weeks, but hospitalizations have 
remained consistent.

Nearly three to four weeks 
ago, there was a surge in positive 
cases due to several factors, 
where Memorial Medical Center 
had to implement its COVID-19 
Surge Plan.

“On our highest day, we 
had 13 COVID positive patients 
hospitalized. Our plan worked 
well, and everything ran 
smoothly. The inpatient surge 
plan is something that can 
be activated and de-activated 

within an hour or so when 
necessary,” MMC Chief  of  
Nursing Officer Erin Clevenger 
said.

The plan requires 
relocation of  non-COVID 
patients, placement of  a movable 
wall, the use of  industrial-grade 
HEPA filtration machines, and 
securing the appropriate staff.

Currently, according to 
Clevenger, the hospital capacity 
is at a stable state.

“We are able to keep a good 
separation between our COVID 
and non-COVID patients,” 
Clevenger said. “It has remained 
pretty consistent at 6 or fewer 
patients hospitalized patients at 
a time.”

The local officials and staff  

at MMC, Memorial Medical 
Clinic, and Port Lavaca Clinic, 
have been battling the COVID-19 
Pandemic since March.

Clevenger explained the 
current state of  mind the staff  is 
in and how they have been able 
to overcome the circumstances 
and stay positive.

“Generally, I think 
everyone is doing well. Morale 
does take a dip for some of  us 
some days, but everyone seems 

to rebound quickly. It is difficult 
to see your hospital, your 
department, or your practice, 
changed so drastically, but 
over these last several months, 
we have seen everyone work 
as compassionately as they 
can to compensate for the 
changes,” Clevenger said. “I 
admire everyone who works on 
our healthcare team and their 
determination to persevere 
through this amazes me daily.”

SOCIAL MEDIA

OLG Catholic School begins on-campus classes

Seadrift 
approves 
agreement with 
Infinium for 
fiber internet

“I admire everyone who works on our 

healthcare team and their determination to 

persevere through this amazes me daily.” 
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Some may qualify 
for property tax 
exemption due 
to damage from 
Hurricane Hanna

County denies 
request to 
increase 
income levels 
for indigent 
care

Case frequency decreases, hospital capacity remains consistentCalhoun County 
Case Count

n 551 Total Cases

n 367 Confirmed

n 470 Recovered

n 77 Active

n 177 Pending

n 7 Probable

n 4 Deaths

STAFF REPORT

On July 25, Governor 
Abbott declared Calhoun 
County a disaster area due 
to Hurricane Hanna.  This 
may qualify some property 
owners to claim a temporary 
property tax exemption 
for their property that has 
sustained 15% damage or more 
in a governor-declared disaster 
area.  

Please be advised that this 
is for physical damage only and 
not economic.

To apply for this exemption, 
one should complete Form #50-
312.  Return the form and any 
supporting documentation to 
our office as soon as possible. 
You may attach additional 
pages if  necessary.  Feel free 
to call our office should you 
have any questions.  Forms are 
available at our office and on 
our website: www.calhouncad.
org.

Applications and 
supporting documentation 
must be submitted to the 
appraisal district no later than 
the 105th day after the governor 
declares the area a disaster 
area.  As that day occurs on a 
weekend the last day to apply is 
November 9, 2020.

Notify the appraisal 
district when repairs have been 
completed.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners denied a 
request to increase income 
levels for indigent care during 
their meeting Wednesday, Aug. 
5.

Memorial Medical Center 
CEO/CFO Jason Anglin 
requested the change in 
indigent care levels during a 
budget workshop.

Anglin asked that the 
income levels be moved to 100 
percent of  the poverty level 
for both unearned and earned 
income. He said this would help 
offset some of  the hospital’s 
charity and bad debt expenses.

The levels are 21 percent 
of  unearned income and 25 
percent of  earned income.

Cristina Tuazon, a 
compliance officer with the 
Calhoun County Auditor’s 
Office, explained the office had 
received a letter from MMC 
asking to increase the indigent 
health care levels. The office 
responded that the criteria 
of  the Texas Health and 
Human Services Department 
concerning the indigent 
program were being followed.

Tuazon also noted that in 
2016, the county had approved 
the policy that included 
primary and preventative 
such as one physical and 

See COUNTY Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Seadrift City Council 
held its regularly scheduled 
meeting Tuesday, August 4, at 
the city hall.

Before the meeting 
started, the council held three 
public hearings regarding 
the preliminary tax rate, the 
proposed budgets (General, 
Utility, Solid Waste, Harbor, 
Hotel/Motel, and CDL budgets), 
and the franchise agreement for 
Victoria Electric Cooperative - 
Infinium.

In their regularly 
scheduled meeting, the 
council approved the franchise 
agreement with VEC- Infinium.

In last month’s meeting, 
Seadrift and VEC-Infinium 
discussed bringing fiber and 
wireless internet to the city.

“The internet is such 
an important part of  today’s 
household, especially with what 
is going on today,” Warzecha 
said in last month’s meeting.

The Council voted 
unanimously, 3-0, with 
Councilmen Rainer Brigham 
and Geoffrey Hunt absent for 
Tuesday’s meeting.

Council talked about 
the grants took the following 
actions:

- FEMA-HMGP: Approved 
to award the bid to Romco 
Equipment for Mobile 
Generators and authorized a 

See SEADRIFT Page A10A10

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Principal Theresa Dent 
said that one of  OLG’s main 
benefits during this time is its 
size. Class sizes are usually 
limited to 16-18 students, 
depending on the grade level, 
but the school reduced these 
numbers even more as needed 
to ensure social distancing.  
Fortunately, they were able 
to do this while supporting 
the families currently 
enrolled for the upcoming 
school year. OLG enrollment 
is frozen for the time being 
to ensure they can focus on 
the families in their care. 
The school’s enrollment was 
impacted by their decision 

to be an on-campus learning 
environment.

“While we knew there 
would probably be a few 
families that have medically 
fragile family members and 
thus could not allow their 
children to attend on-campus, 
we also knew we do not have 
the resources to continuously 
offer dual platforms, such 
as on-campus and remote 
learning, and have it meet 
our academic standards,” 
explained Dent.

The school does have a 
plan in place for supporting 
students quarantined 
temporarily and a remote 
learning plan, should the 

Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School teachers demonstrate proper 
mask attire and social distancing that will be utilized to begin on-
campus classes. Students returned to school Tuesday, Aug. 11. 
(Contributed photo)See OLG Page A2A2

Big Shark Hunting in Port O’Connor
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Port O’Connor Shark 
Hunters returned for their 
seventh annual Sharptooth 
Shootout at Froggie’s last 
Saturday.

Mark Robinson, the 
tournament director, talked 
about this year’s Shark and 
Stingray Tournament and the 
challenge of  dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic weeks 
before the event started.

“We got a really good 
turnout this year for the 
circumstances,” Robinson 
said. “We got 27 teams, and our 
average is usually 30, so we got a 
great amount for having COVID 
and all that going on.”

With several tournaments 
and events getting postponed or 
canceled, Robinson was worried 
that the rising number of  cases 
in Calhoun County would affect 
this year’s tournament.

“It kind of  spiked there for 
a little bit, so we put it off, and 
we put it off, and, three weeks 
ago, we decided to have it. The 

numbers were going down, and 
we felt it was safe enough to be 
outdoors,” Robinson said.

Robinson and the POC 
Shark Hunters had three 
weeks to prepare for the 
tournament, and he said all of  
their advertisements for the 
tournament asked people to 
socially distance and stay apart 
“if  they can”.

“We get a lot of  people here. 
A lot of  kids love it,” Robinson 
said, “so we wanted to have this 
so the kids can see this. They 
look forward to this every year.”

This year the children 
and spectators got together to 
see the POC Shark Hunters 
pull out a nine-foot 175 pound 
Tiger Shark caught by Team 
Chuminator.

Team Chuminator won 
first place in the tournament 
with 185 total pounds, winning 
the Biggest Shark prize and 
took home $6,600.

The team consists of  Randy 
Kucera, of  Victoria, his son 
Sabastian Kucera, and Brian The Port O’Connor Shark Hunters pulling up Team Chuminator’s 

nine foot, 174-pound Tiger Shark last Saturday. (Jared Van Epps/
Wave Photo)

CCISD 
suspends, 
cancels 
ticket sales 
for fall sports
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County Football 
season tickets are suspended, 
according to a Calhoun County 
ISD press release issued 
Tuesday, and Sandcrabs’ and 
Sandies’ tickets will be limited 
to family and participants.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols wrote a letter 
to the Calhoun fans in the 
press release explaining the 
decision.

“We appreciate the 
widespread community 
support for the Sandcrabs and 

See CCISD Page A10A10

Sandcrabs, Sandies gear up for season

Sandcrabs Quarterback Jarius Stewart during practice last week. 
(Photo by Kellie Whitaker)

Sandies take on Edna during a scrimmage last week (Jared Van 
Epps/Wave photo)

See SHARKS Page A10A10


