
By MELONY OVERTON

PORT LAVACA WAVE

At 4 p.m. each Tuesday Dr. 

Paul Bunnell, a hospitalist at 

Memorial Medical Center, logs 

into an online clinic to learn 

how to treat hepatitis C, a grow-

ing epidemic in Texas.  

Bunnell and other physi-

cians in Texas and Louisiana 

listen in on treatment options 

or present patient cases to 

specialists located at CHI St. 

Luke’s Health Baylor St. Luke’s 

Medical Center in Houston.

“They will present a new 

patient who has Hepatitis C,” 

Bunnell said from his office. St. 

Luke’s specialists as well as pa-

tient information were visible 

on his computer screen. 

“I’ve always been interest-

ed in hepatitis C since I began 

treating it back when Interfer-

on and Ribavirin first became 

available back in the early 

1990s,” he said. “We’ve known 

about hepatitis C but it was not 

isolated and defined until 1989.”

 Bunnell did not present 

any patients’ cases Tuesday,  

Aug. 11, but he has in the past. 

One of  his patients with hepati-

tis C who had cirrhosis recently 

received a liver transplant from 

St. Luke’s.

That day, Bunnell heard 

a physician in New Orleans, 

La., present the case for his 

male infected patient who also 

has diabetes, who did not have 

liver damage, but his treatment 

options were discussed. Treat-

ment for a woman with hepati-

tis B and C was presented.

“Her viral load is high 

enough to do treatment for 12 

weeks,” Bunnell said of  the fe-

male patient. 

 A woman with congestive 

heart failure who contracted 

hepatitis C through intrave-

nous drug use in the 1970s was 

also discussed. 

“This woman is immune to 

hepatitis B, which means she 

has been immunized for it. If  

they have hepatitis C, we try to 

get them immunized for hepa-

titis A and B because hepatitis 

C makes those two more viru-

lent,” Bunnell said. 

“She’s had it long enough 

to have cirrhosis, but she 

doesn’t have cirrhosis, only the 

infection,” he said. 

What drugs health insur-

ance providers prefer to ap-

prove for treatment, and those 

drug interactions with other 

medications were also dis-

cussed.  

This clinic is part of  Proj-

ect ECHO (Extension for Com-

munity Healthcare Outcomes), 

a telehealth program that en-

ables a team of  specialists to 

assist primary care providers 

throughout Texas, in treating 

patients who have been diag-

nosed with chronic hepatitis C.  

This program began in 

2003 with Sanjeev Arora, a liver 

disease doctor in Albuquer-

que, N.M., when thousands of  

New Mexicans with hepatitis 

C could not get treatment they 

needed because there were no 

specialists where they lived.

By MELONY OVERTON

PORT LAVACA WAVE

Sunday the pews of  Our 
Lady of  the Gulf  Catholic 
Church were full and some pa-
rishioners stood for the first 
Mass Bishop Brendan Cahill 
said in Port Lavaca since be-
coming the spiritual leader of  
the Diocese of  Victoria in June.

Cahill celebrated the Mass 
alongside Fr. Tommy Chen, his 
former student at St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Houston.

Cahill entered the church 
wearing the traditional vest-
ments. This Mass he wore 
green and gold, as did Chen. 
Cahill also wore the bishop’s 
mitre and he carried a hand-
made wooden staff.

The theme for the Mass 
was education, both spiritual 
and academic, as it was held in 
conjunction with the 20th an-
niversary of  Our Lady of  the 
Gulf  Catholic School. 

At one point in the Mass, 
seated behind the altar, with 
eyes closed, Cahill’s hands laid 
upon the armrests, his palms 
open as in prayer. He removed 
the mitre and then the red 
pileolus underneath it at cer-
tain times during the Mass. He 
kissed the Word before deliver-
ing his homily, based on wis-
dom.

“I want to express a deep 
gratitude to you for having me 
in this church. It is the anniver-
sary of  the catholic school and 
a great accomplishment for the 
parish community,” Cahill said 
from the pulpit. “I think all of  
our hearts have to be filled with 
gratitude to listen to such a 
beautiful liturgy and see a full 
church. It is good to be here.”

Cahill told the story of  a 
young Solomon when he be-
came king of  Israel. 

 “The Lord asked Solomon, 
‘What do you want me to do for 
you?’ The scripture tells us he 
asked for wisdom. Wisdom is 
one of  the most beautiful and 
powerful gifts God can give us,” 
he said.

“As we celebrate the edu-
cation of  our youth, that might 
be a special prayer, that we 
pray for all of  our children and 
ourselves that we have that gift 
of  wisdom,” he said. 

Cahill spoke of  a wisdom 
that gives insight and the abili-
ty to put things together. Cahill 
compared wisdom to a listen-
ing heart.

“If  we ask for the gift of  
wisdom we ask that we have 
hearts that listen. That seems 
like a beautiful description of  
our own spiritual journey,” he 
said. “I like to talk, but I often 
have to learn to listen. It’s not 
what can I do for myself, but 
what can I do for others?”

 During Communion, Ca-
hill blessed babies and young 
children who were held in their 
parent’s arms. 

In conclusion, Cahill called 
it a beautiful Mass.

“I thank each of  you for be-
ing here today,” he said. “The 
world and the church needs 
each of  you here to pray the 
Eucharist each Sunday.”

Once Mass was done, Ani-
ta Martinez, 69, of  Port Lavaca, 
who has been a member of  
OLG for most of  her life, was 
overjoyed by the bishop’s visit.

“I think it’s wonderful. 
It’s so nice to hear him espe-
cially since he has just arrived. 
I knew the old bishop. I am so 
glad to receive him (Cahill),” 
Martinez said. 

Martinez also enjoyed Ca-
hill’s homily.

“He spoke so gracefully 
about family and that we 
should love one another,” she 
said.  

By KAYLA MEYER

PORT LAVACA WAVE

When classes at Hope High 

School and the FLEX program 

begin next week, students and 

teachers will walk the halls of  

a new campus. 

The change in campus lo-

cation came after members 

of  the Calhoun County Inde-

pendent School District board 

of  trustees voted earlier this 

summer to relocate students 

and staff  from the Alcoa Drive 

location to 900 N. Virginia St.

The Virginia Street campus 

previously housed the Victo-

ria College Calhoun County 

Center, and prior to that, it 

was the Harrison Elementary 

School campus. 

“This is a positive move 

for our students and staff,” 

said Kelly Taylor, principal of  

Hope and the alternative edu-

cation programs at the school.

Programs at Hope High 

School and the FLEX alterna-

tive education supports stu-
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Bunnell studies hepatitis C with peers  

Hope High School science 

and social studies teacher 

Laurie Weaver, left, is busy 

preparing her classroom at 

the Hope High School campus. 

The new campus, which is in 

the former Victoria College 

Calhoun County Campus, is 

located at 900 N. Virginia St. 

Erin Weaver, Laurie’s sister-in-

law and Calhoun High School 

teacher, lends a helping hand. 

(Contributed photo)

Hope students to start school at new campus

See HOPE Page A2

By JAY WORKMAN

PORT LAVACA WAVE

 

Lots of  numbers, many of  

them big numbers, are detailed 

in the 2016 budget for the 

Calhoun County government 

filed Friday with the county 

clerk’s office.

The 200-page document is 

to be adopted at the Sept. 10 

meeting of  the Commissioners’ 

Court but no public hearings 

will be required beforehand 

because, according to County 

Judge Mike Pfeifer, the 

property tax rate is not being 

increased and the county will 

have $878,908 less in property 

tax revenue than 2015.

The tax rate is to remain at 

49 cents per $100 in valuation. 

But the total value of  property 

in the county declined from 

$3,519,421,238 to $3,382,637,693. 

Some of  this was due to 

inventory that was held by 

major industries last year and 

has been sold or moved since, 

Pfeifer said.

If  the county had elected to 

adopt an effective tax rate of  

50.98 cents, which would have 

been about a two-cent per $100 

increase, it would have gained 

$69,095 in revenue over 2015. 

Instead, the county will reduce 

its reserve cash balance by $2.2 

million, from $23,220,323 to 

$21,005,777.

Pfeifer said no services 

would be reduced within the 

budget, with the exception of  

the county health department, 

where he said medical services 

that are duplicated at local 

clinics and pharmacies would 

be eliminated. The health 

department budget was 

$303,355 in 2015 and will be 

$93,000 for 2016, with much 

of  the savings coming from 

eliminated salaries.

Most county employees 

will get 5 percent raises. The 

budget shows the county 

judge will get a $13,754 raise to 

$99,841, plus $5,205 for juvenile 

court work and a car allowance 

of  $7,700. The four county 

commissioners will get raises 

of  $2,992 to $62,822 a year plus 

cell phone allowances of  $1,800 

and use of  a county vehicle. 

The sheriff  will get a raise 

of  $3,081 for an annual base 

salary of  $64,706.

A summary of  all funds 

shows the cost of  running the 

county, including Memorial 

Medical Center, will be just 

over $97 million in 2016. 

General fund expenditures will 

be $21.8 million, the county 

hospital will use $74.7 million, 

debt service funds will take 

$1.2 million, special revenue 

funds will use $529,000 and 

juvenile probation will cost 

$500,000.

The county general fund 

is to receive $15.5 million in 

property tax, $1.8 million in 

sales tax, $1.3 million in fees 

plus various other revenues. 

Its major expenses are $10.5 

million for salaries, $4 million 

for benefits, $4.4 million 

categorized as services and $2 

million for supplies.

In addition to the work of  

the accounting experts on the 

staff  and the commissioners 

to write the detailed line-by-

line budget, the county tax 

appraisal district will draw 

$295,378 for its performance, of  

which $223,005 is for appraisal 

services and $72,373 for 

collection services. 

Tuesday Dr. Paul Bunnell, a hospitalist at Memorial Medical Center, logged into an online 

clinic on hepatitis C and listened to other physicians in Texas and Louisiana discuss treatment 

with specialists at CHI St. Luke’s Health Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center in Houston. (Melony 

Overton/Wave photo)

See BUNNELL Page A6

County commissioners to adopt budget Sept. 10

See BISHOP Page A6

GBRA presents 
budget to
POCID board
By KAYLA MEYER

PORT LAVACA WAVE

Members of  the Guadalupe-

Blanco River Authority pre-

sented budget information 

for fiscal years 2015 and 2016 

at the regular Port O’Connor 

Improvement District board 

meeting Thursday evening.

GBRA Operations Manager 

Bryan Serold said revenue 

bonds from the 1990s would 

be retired. Serold said the re-

tirement would have a “pretty 

significant impact” on lower-

ing the cost of  the plant’s total 

budget, with POCID and other 

See POCID Page A4
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