
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
graduate Ashleigh Nicole 
Gottschalt, 28, spent her spring 
break in an unusual way. She 
decided to travel the country 
while living in the back of  a 
pickup truck with her dog, 
Misty.

Gottschalt, who teaches 
in Palacios, made the cross-
country trek while her school 
was on vacation. During the 
week-long trip, the Port Lavaca 
resident spent only two nights 
in a hotel. The other nights 
were spent in makeshift camper 

built in the bed of  her truck. 
The camper, she said took only 
about three days to construct.

“The camper was actually 
made back in December, 
so I didn’t have to do much 
prepping other than having 
my friend Diana help me make 
it look cute,” said Gottschalt. 
“That was tough because we 
have two totally different 
tastes when it comes to style. 
Decorating the camper on the 
inside for a homey feel was 
interesting, but I think it came 
out great. I liked it for sure.”

Though small, the camper 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Ashleigh Gottschalt takes a 
moment from snowboarding 
during a week-long spring 
break trip with her dog, 
Misty in Angel Fire, NM. 
(Contributed photo)

A Film that is 
Saving Lives 
is coming to 
Port Lavaca

Local Celebrity 
Tortoise Near 
HJM
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By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic Church celebrated its 
fifth annual Run for the Son 5K 

and 1 mile children’s run/walk 
and health fair Saturday at the 
Bauer Community Center. 

Event chairman Elizabeth 
Chavana said the event 
was a huge success with 

approximately 300 registered 
participants for the early 
morning run.

 “Run for the Son gets 
bigger every year,” said 
Chavana. “We have been able to 

add more to the health fair and 
also invited the South Texas 
Blood Bank so that they can 
receive donations.”

THE SON
RUN FOR

CCSO officials visit McAllen, discuss experience at border
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Things are not always as 
they seem, and when Calhoun 
County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) 
officials traveled to McAllen 
to attend a dedication, one 
officer described it as the 
most impactful crisis he 
has witnessed in his law 
enforcement career.

Chief  Deputy Johnny 
Krause and Sheriff  Bobbie 
Vickery were in McAllen, 
March 20 through 22 to attend 
a dedication service for the late 
Javier Vega Jr., who was shot 
and killed by two illegal aliens 
near Santa Monica, according 
to the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (Border Patrol) 
website. The two illegal aliens 
attempted to rob Vega, while 
he and his wife, children, and 
family were fishing.

During their time in 
McAllen, Krause said he 
and the sheriff  participated 
in round-table discussions 
with Senators Ted Cruz and 

John Cornyn, Border Patrol 
personnel and participants from 
other sheriff’s offices in Texas.

Krause has spent 18 years 

in law enforcement, and his 
trip to the border will stick 
with him forever. He explained 
the gruesome things he has 

witnessed in his time as an 
investigator, which includes 

Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office officials participated in a dedication in McAllen, March 20 through 
22. The officials learned and experienced what they called a “crisis” at the border. (Contributed photo)

See BORDER Page A9

STAFF REPORT

On April 8, 2019, Gulf  
Bend Center will present a 
special screening of  Suicide: 
The Ripple Effect at Bauer 
Community Center located at 
2300 TX-35 in Port Lavaca. 

There will be a social 
at 6 p.m. and the screening 
starts at 6:30 p.m. This event 
also serves as a fundraiser 
for Gulf  Bend Center, a non-
profit organization.  

Donations help defray 
promotion costs, provide 
tickets to our community 
at no cost and most 
importantly, provide support 
to those in need of  services.

With strong 
endorsements from some of  
the world’s leading suicide 
prevention experts this film 
has screenings planned 
around the world. 

“Kevin Hines’ Suicide 
The Ripple Effect is a marvel 
of  inspiration, a film that 
should be seen by anyone 
who has known despair, 
and anyone who is or has 

See RIPPLE Page A11

Orta ready as 
Elections 
Administrator
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The May 4 Municipal 
elections are on the 
horizon and newly-hired 
Calhoun County Elections 
Administrator is ready to 
take on the challenge.

“I am ready to take on 
the challenge,” said Mary 
Ann Orta, noting she had 
helped out during previous 
elections. “I am very excited 
to be a part of  the Election 
Office,” she said.
LAST DAY TO REGISTER

Thursday, April 4, is the 
last to register to vote or to 
make an address change in 
time for the May 4 election. 
Voters can file online or 
visit the Elections Office 
inside the Calhoun County 
Courthouse.

Orta reminds voters 
there is a wealth of  
information online as well 
at the office’s website,http://
www.calhouncoelections.org. 
This includes sample ballots, 
polling places and links to 
state sites.
PORT ELECTION

There will be five polling 
sites for the Saturday, May 
4, Calhoun Port Authority 
board election.

In addition, Elections 

See ORTA Page A8

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Students at HJM 
Elementary School were at awe 
when they saw that there was 
turtle at the house on the corner 
of  North Guadalupe near 
CCISD Central Office.   

Scorch, a 15 year-old 
tortoise, loves the attention from 
the children of  HJM and the 
people who see him. 

“He’ll come out here and 
walks back-and-forth by the 
fence, and he’ll stick his head 
up, and just let them look 
and take pictures. He let’s the 
mailman take pictures of  him 
too,” Brittney Quintanilla, 
Scorch’s owner and 33-year old 
Port Lavaca resident, said. 

Quintanilla said she has 
always loved turtles. After high 
school she went to a pet shop 
and saw him. She added Scorch 
was little turtle when she saw 
him, and he was small enough 
to fit her pocket. 

 “He was a little baby about 
the size of  a scotch tape holder 
and he just kept growing and 
growing.” Quintanilla said.

Scorch is a African 
Spurred Tortoise, the third 
largest species of  tortoise in the 
world, according Quintanilla. 
Quintanilla added he is 19 
inches wide and 25 inches long.  

Scorch is loved by her two 
children, Trevor Quintanilla, 
9, and Vayda Quintanilla, 5 and 
Quintanilla’s grandmother, 
Dolores Gonzales.

 Quintanilla said her 
grandmother loves to feed 
Scorch snacks when she visits 

See SCORCH Page A12

Rabies drive 
continues

Wesley Dickerson, left, and Anauli Reyes ride on assault bikes at a booth sponsored by Topwater CrossFit during Our Lady of the Gulf 
Catholic Church Run for the Son event Saturday. The event featured numerous health vendors. (Sherry Ficklen/Wave photo)

See RUN Page A12

Gottschalt’s spring break adventure

STAFF REPORT

The Rabies Drive 2019 
continues this week at off-site 
locations as well as at local 
veterinarians’ offices.

Participating veterinaries 
are: Motl, Bayfront Animal 
Hospital, 402 Henry Barber Way, 
361-552-2602; Dr. Bill McClellan, 
Port Lavaca Veterinary Clinic, 
820 Porter Road, 361-552-6959; 
and Dr. Justin Harkey, Calhoun 
County Animal Hospital, 1015 
State Hwy. 35, 361-552-4526.

DATES
Tuesday, April 2
3-5 p.m. at Port O’Connor 

Fire State.
All day at all veterinarian 

offices.
Wednesday, April 3
2-5 p.m. at Precinct 4 Barn in 

Seadrift.
All day at all veterinarian 

offices.
Thursday, April 4
All day at all veterinarian 

offices.
Friday, April 5
All day at all veterinarian 

offices.
Saturday, April 6
8 a.m. – noon, all day at all 

veterinarian offices.

“Set your mind on the things 
above, not on the things that are 
on earth. For you have died and 
your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is our life, 
is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with Him in glory.”
COLOSSIANS 3:2-4


