
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Huge vessels travel into 
and out of  the Point Comfort 
Port, bringing in all sorts of  
different products, but the 
people manning those vessels, 
now get a generous welcome 
when coming into port.

The people operating 
the vessels are known as 
seafarers, and they come from 
all over the globe to the small 
town of  Point Comfort.

When coming to a new 
place, most people feel it is 
nice to be welcomed, and 
the Point Comfort Seafarers 
Center fills the welcoming 
role.

The relatively new 
volunteer organization 
reaches out to the visiting 
seafarers that visit the Point 
Comfort.

“Most centers operate 
along the idea of  being a 
“home away from home”, but 
that requires a building, a way 
to get the folks to the building, 
and people to work at the 
building. We are not there 
yet, and may not go in that 
direction,” Executive Director 
Rhonda Cummins said.

The entire idea for the 
organization is to be a friend. 
The two biggest essentials 
the seafarers need is a ride 
to Walmart and access to free 
wi-fi.

“The local taxi 
usually takes care of  the 
transportation aspect. I am 
trying to figure out a way 
to get them the wi-fi. The 
established centers all have 
free wi-fi in their buildings 
(we are not there yet),” 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The number of  
coronavirus (COVID-19) cases 
continues to climb in Calhoun 
County, and health and local 
officials cite several different 
factors that contribute to the 
increase.

Memorial Medical 
Center’s Chief  of  Nursing 
Officer Erin Clevenger believes 
a large part of  the increase is 
widely due to the reopening of  
Texas. She made it clear that 
she was not advocating for or 
against it.

“I think as businesses, 
restaurants, and bars started 
reopening, people felt a false 
sense of  being “over” COVID-19 
and started backing off  on the 
safety measures we had pushed 
for so long,” Clevenger said.

From the time Texas 
reopened to now, there were 
large riots and protests across 
the nation. While there was 
not a protest or riot in Calhoun 
County, Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer stated that he 
believes the spike in numbers 
is due to a lack of  common 
sense, along with the riots and 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

An important debate has 
been going on around our 
nation about wearing and 
not wearing a facemask in 
an attempt to slow down the 
recent spike in coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases. As more 
municipalities and counties 
begin mandating people to 
wear a facemask, our local 
officials weighed in on the 
subject.

The city of  Port Lavaca 
responded in a big way, 
forcing businesses within the 
city limits to require their 
customers to wear a facemask. 
Although the city is mandating 
it, there is no punishment for 
businesses or customers that 
do not comply.

Port Lavaca Mayor Jack 
Whitlow said he was asked by 
Formosa Plastics, in particular, 

to implement some kind of  
mandate due to the possible 
decrease in the workforce 
because of  COVID-19.

During the city council’s 
special meeting on Monday, the 
council approved the mandate 
in a 3-2 vote. Councilmembers 
Tim Dent, Rosie Padron, and 
Allen Tippit voted for, while 
Councilmen Ken Barr and 
Jim Ward voted against the 
mandate. Councilman Jerry 
Smith was not in attendance to 
vote.

The mandate went into 
effect on Monday at midnight 
and will last for 30 days.

While the city passed an 
order to mandating people to 
wear masks, Calhoun County 
Judge Richard Meyer said the 
county would not be enforcing 
such a mandate.

“As the governor’s order 
states, it is up to the individual 
businesses to require patrons 

to wear masks or not, “Meyer 
said.

Memorial Medical Center’s 
Chief  of  Nursing Officer Erin 

Clevenger weighed in with 
her expert medical opinion on 
the subject. She believes that 
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The city of Port Lavaca forces businesses within the city limits to 
require their customers to wear a facemask. Although the city is 
mandating it, there is no punishment for businesses or customers 
that do not comply. (Contributed photo)
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MMC posted 
a positive 
May, volumes 
increase

Veteran 
Services 
tries to get 
the word out 
about benefits

To mask or not to mask
Port Lavaca mandates people to wear masks in businesses, county does not

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

May was a much better 
month for Memorial Medical 
Center, Calhoun County 
commissioners were informed 
during their Wednesday, May 
24, meeting.

MMC CEO/CFO Jason 
Anglin told the court that 
volumes were up in May, 
increasing revenue 20 percent 
with a net gain of  $428,000. This 
gives the hospital a positive 
$126,000 for the year.

In addition to the stimulus 
funds, the hospital also 
received $39,000 for the rural 
health clinic stimulus package, 
about $6,000 from the Texas 
Hospital Foundation, and a 
$6,500 individual donation 
for the purchase of  PPE as 
well as $150,000 for beds and 
respiratory equipment.

Anglin said the hospital 
received coronavirus stimulus 
funds for rural hospitals in the 
amount of  $3,663,000 to be used 
for lost revenue or COVID-19-

See MMC Page A12A12

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County is home 
to 1,291 veterans.

That number is down 
by 35 in the fiscal year 2019, 
Veteran Services Officer Ron 
Langford told the Calhoun 
County Commissioners’ 
Court Wednesday, June 24.

“My problem, though, is 
I see only a fourth – one in 
four – of  the veterans who 
are taking advantage of  the 
healthcare or disability that 
they earned,” he said. He 
noted that he works with the 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
and the American Legion 
to reach veterans but asked 
those attending and the 
commissioners to tell any 
veterans they meet about 
the office and the services it 
provides.

“I have really no way 
to get the word out except 
through the newspaper a bit,” 
he said.

Langford told 
commissioners that funding 

See VETERANS Page A8A8

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Two Calhoun County youth 
recently earned two separate 
prestigious 4-H scholarships to 
continue their education.

Keegan Brumfield - 
Richard Wallrath Educational 
Foundation Scholarship

Eighteen-year-old Calhoun 
County resident Keegan 
Brumfield is the recipient of  the 
Richard Wallrath Educational 
Foundation Scholarship in the 
amount of  $10,000.

The Austwell-Tivoli High 
School graduate has been 
involved in 4-H more than half  
of  her life participating heavily 
in livestock judging, beef  quiz 
bowl, share-the-fun, public 
speaking, food challenge, sheep 
skillathon, raising market lambs 
and raising a breeding heifer.

“I spent most of  my 
weekends during my time in 
4-H at various competitions 
and shows and even missed my 
senior homecoming to show 
my heifer in Fort Worth. Being 
an avid member of  4-H does 
require a ton of  dedication, but 
I don’t regret a single moment,” 
said Brumfield. “When I was 
awarded the scholarship, after 
a lengthy application and 

interview process, all of  the 
years of  commitment paid 
off. I have gained many life 
experiences, made countless 
memories, and can honestly 
say 4-H has shaped me into 
the person I am today. Being 
involved in 4-H even inspired me 
to pursue the degree and career 
path I have chosen. It may seem 
like a lot of  hard work, but it all 
paid off  in the end, and I am so 
incredibly grateful for the 4-H 
organization for making this 
possible.”

Though she was involved in 
many different aspects of  4-H, 
Brumfield mostly participated 
in public speaking and livestock 
judging. She became interested 
in public speaking in the sixth 
grade. The project consisted of  
writing a six- to eight-minute 
speech on an agricultural topic, 
memorization, and presenting 
to a panel of  judges. A rigorous 
question and answer period 
ensued after the event.

“My eighth-grade year, 
I was blessed enough to win 
first place at the San Antonio 
Livestock Show and Rodeo’s 
public speaking contest,” said 
Brumfield. “Winning such a 
large competition gave me a 
huge amount of  confidence 
in my speaking abilities, and 

my achievements through the 
public speaking project later 
helped me to realize I had a true 
passion for speaking publicly. 
I was able to turn this passion 
into a future career choice, and 
being an active participant in 
public speaking through 4-H 
was a huge factor in why I chose 
my college and major.”

Brumfield will attend Texas 
A&M University in College 
Station in the fall. She will major 
in agricultural communications 
and journalism.

Brumfield became 
interested in livestock judging 
through her uncle, Matthew 
Pfeiffer, who was a successful 
member of  the Calhoun 
County Livestock Judging 
Team, and she credits him for 
much of  her success from his 
guidance through 4-H and other 
experiences.

“Although Keegan has 
had a lot of  success, she 
hasn’t always won first place 

See SCHOLARSHIP Page A10A10
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Texas Triple Crown announced Summer fishing tournaments’ 
statuses during pandemicBy JARED VAN EPPS

jvanepps@plwave.com

The Lone Star Shootout 
announced Friday, June 19, that 
the annual fishing tournament 
is part of  the Texas Triple 
Crown series.

According to the official 
press release by the Texas 
Triple Crown Billfish Series, 
it consists of  three premier 
“Texas Gulf  Coast Billfish 
Tournaments”, including Lone 
Star, the Texas International 
Fishing Tournament in South 
Padre Island/Port Isabel, and 
the Texas Legends Billfish 
Tournament in Port Aransas.

In the press release, the 
accumulation of  points from 
each tournament’s top 10 
teams will determine the grand 
champion boat, captain, and 
first mate of  the Texas Coast.

Randy Bright, the 
chairman of  the Texas Triple 
Crown series and Lone Star 
Shootout, talked about how the 
series came to be.

Bright said the idea of  the 
Texas Triple Crown has been in 
discussion for 10 years between 
himself  and several others to tie 
these three fishing tournaments 
into one series.

“So we started having 
conversations primarily with 

myself  and the tournament 
directors for TIFT and the 
leaders of  the Legends 
Tournament,” Bright said. 
“And we’re able to pretty 
quickly come to an agreement 
on a good simple format and 
move forward with it.”

The Texas Triple Crown 
series got the inspiration 
from East Gulf  Coast Series, 
which includes the Louisiana, 
Alabama, and Florida Gulf  
Coasts, according to the press 
release, and the series “provides 
more interest and incentive for 
billfish anglers to participate in 
three Texas Tournaments.”

The Series will kick off  
in Port O’Connor with the 
Shootout, and Bright opined on 
the Lone Star Shootout kicking 
this series off.

“I think it’s awesome it has 
created a lot of  buzz already, and 
we’re really proud to call Port 
O’Connor our home,” Bright 
said. “And Port O’Connor 
supports the tournament 
greatly, and we try to support 
Port O’Connor.”

Bright added Lone Star 
will get a little increase in the 
“participation” in the number 
of  boats, which will increase 
“anticipation.”

See FISHING Page A12A12

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The first day of  summer 
kicked off  Saturday, June 20, 
with a few changes due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

One of  the changes was 
the rescheduling of  the annual 
Texas Water Safari that 
culminates in Seadrift.

The Texas Water Safari 
board announced on their 
website and their official 
Facebook page in April that 
the annual canoe race will be 
rescheduled to September 12 
to 16 due to the coronavirus 
pandemic and the cancellation 
of  two other events.

“Due to the current 
pandemic, known as 
Coronavirus or Covid-19, the 
Texas Water Safari Board has 
made the decision to cancel 
the prelim “River Marathon”, 
postpone the Texas Water 
Safari, and cancel the Junior 
Texas Water Safari,” the TWS 
board stated on its website.

According to the April 
statement, the board is 
continuing to iron out the 
“registration deadline” and 

how they’ll determine the 
starting positions.

The board stated that once 
these details are finalized, it 
will make an announcement on 
its website and Facebook page.

“This was not an easy 
decision because we know how 
important the race is to all,” 
the board stated on its website. 
“But we felt this is the best 
solution to help ensure racer’s 
safety, allow more time to train 
and for the Coronavirus to run 
its course.”

One of  the big fishing 
tournaments, the Lone Star 
Shootout, is still a go for late 
July in Port O’Connor as 
scheduled.

The Lone Star Shootout 
will be part of  the Texas Triple 
Crown Billfish Series with the 
Texas International Fishing 
Tournament and the Texas 
Legends Billfish. Please read 
the full announcement on this 
week’s issue of  the Wave.

Randy Bright, the 
chairman of  the Texas Triple 
Crown series and Lone Star 
Shootout, talked about the 

See SUMMER Page A2A2

Seafarers are 
greeted with 
hospitality

COVID-19 
cases begin 
to climb, 
state slow to 
report

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 79 Total Cases

n 56 Confirmed Cases

n 53 Recovered

n 23 Active

n 17 Pending

n 6 Probable

n 3 Deaths


