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Quarterfinalist

Help Brittani Riccio, The Mad 
Batter Cheesecakes & Desserts, 

to be featured in Bake from 
Scratch Magazine, and take home 
$10,000 by using the code to 
vote for her. Voting resumes on 

Monday, Dec. 5, at 12 p.m. 

VOTE FREE DAILY!
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Event considered one of largest in Texas

See ANGELS, Page A12

INSIDE

HOLIDAYS IN CALHOUN COUNTY

See BAND, Page A11

A LOT like

Parade kicks off
holiday events

Tree of Angels
honors victims

Young adults, who were children 19 years ago when the first Tree of Angels ceremony was conducted 
in Calhoun County, light candles in honor of their loved ones during this year’s ceremony Sunday at 
the Bauer Community Center. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Seadrift
band returns

(Above) Lily and Beckett Hunter both got a 
chance to toss some rings and win some treats 
at the Merry on Main event. (Below) Over at the 
Masonic Lodge 36, Santa was spotted handing 
out flapjacks. (CJ Vetter/Wave photos)

Performers prepare for holidays

CHRISTMAS

Sports A8Obits A5
Coming Ups A3

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Christmas music will ring 
out at Seadrift School for the 
first time in a long time when 
the re-formed band performs 
its Christmas Concert.

The band is under 
the direction of  first-year 
instructor Jaime Lopez.

“Calhoun was my fifth 
interview, and Calhoun was 
gracious enough to let me 
onboard,” he said. “Mrs. Linda 
Bermea, the principal, was 
gracious to let me onboard, and 
she said the music program had 
been absent for God knows how 
many years, and she said we 
need to get it back, and I said 
let’s go ahead and do it.”

The band will perform 
“Jingle Bells” and “Up On The 
Housetop” Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 
6 p.m. in the school cafeteria. 
The community is encouraged 
to come out and support the 
students.

“It would mean a lot for 
the community and Calhoun 
County to show their support 
for the program,” said Lopez. 
“The students have put in a lot 
of  work and overcome a lot. It’s 
one of  those ensemble bands 
that don’t fit the mold of  a 
thirty-to-forty-plus person band 
with every tool at their disposal. 
We’re doing our best with what 
we have. They are making 
memories and prospering, 
which makes me the proudest 
teacher. They prosper and go 
with the flow and make their 
own path, and I am sharing that 
path with them.”

There are 10 members in 
the band, which includes three 
percussionists, one saxophone, 
one trombone, one tuba, one 
flute, and three clarinets. 
Lopez said he introduced the 
students to the whole family of  
instruments, and the students 
gave him a list of  what they 
wanted to play.

“We had some instruments 
in Seadrift and took some from 

Travis Middle School to help 
the Seadrift band program as 
much as I could,” he said.

Lopez said the students had 
fingering charts and a booklet 
entitled “Essential Elements” 
plus part of  the program at 
Travis.

“It was a slow burn for the 
first couple of  weeks without 
instruments. The kids’ faces 
lit up when I told them their 
instruments were coming, 
and I started getting emails 
with questions from parents, 
teachers, and especially the 
students – they were so eager 
to hop on. You cannot get that 
kind of  gratification anywhere 
else,” he said.

Normally, band starts in the 
sixth grade, but the Seadrift 
band is mainly seventh and 
eighth graders. He said the 
students have high adjustment 
levels, and all it takes is one 
sentence to help them fix the 
issue.

“I can say blow a bit harder 
on that, make that phrase a 
bit longer, don’t play too loud, 
don’t play too long, play a little 
softer – that’s all it takes, and 
they immediately fix it. It’s 
rare to get that, especially in 
a beginner band, and I’m so 
grateful to have that,” said 
Lopez.

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

It’s time to light the lights and trim the tree. The 
holidays are coming to town for Port Lavaca.

Christmas is in full swing in Calhoun County, and 
Port Lavaca is out in force, celebrating with all sorts 
of  holiday events. Starting early in the morning and 
spilling into the evening, Port Lavaca started December 
with a bang.

The holiday season was kicked off  with a tree 
lighting on Dec. 1 in Bayfront Peninsula Park, followed 
by a spectacle in the form of  the Port Lavaca Festival 
of  Lights parade, which featured more than 60 different 
floats and live animals, such as dancing horses. Weston 
Stavinoha was attending the YMCA Gala and got a 
chance to see the parade up close.

“I liked seeing the football guys; I used to play for 
them. I thought it was pretty cool, and it was my first 
time being here,” Stavinoha said. “There were lots of  

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

“It says in your word in Ecclesiastes that 
there is a time and a place and a season for every 
purpose under heaven - a time to cry, a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”

“Today, we are here to celebrate the memories 
of  our loved ones who are gone but not forgotten. 
In addition, we’re also going to create new 
memories with our loved ones who are here 
today. We ask the Holy Spirit to be with us at this 
time and a blessing on this ceremony.” – Pastor 
Steve Martin of  New Beginnings Church of  Port 
Lavaca.

The prayer followed the welcome to the 19th 

annual Tree of  Angels ceremony Sunday evening 
at the Bauer Community Center. 

The ceremony honors the 230 victims of  
violent crime in the Crossroads area.

Port Lavaca Police Chief  Colin Rangnow 
welcomed everyone to the ceremony, noting it is 
one of  the largest in the state.

“I want to recognize Mary Sue Woods for 
all her hard work and dedication to the Tree 
of  Angels. Without her dedication and passion 
for the Tree of  Angels, I have no doubt this 
ceremony would not exist in Calhoun County,” 
said Rangnow.

Port Lavaca Mayor Jack Whitlow acted as 

See EVENTS, Page A11


