
SOCIAL MEDIA

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

In terms of where Calhoun 
County is with COVID-19, things 
seem to be gradually going in the 
right direction.

The county’s active case 
count has been decreasing 
nearly every day and tends to 
fluctuate from 2-10 cases during 
the week.

Several factors contribute 
to this trend, according to 
Memorial Medical Center’s 
Chief Nursing Officer Erin 
Clevenger. The three factors are 
the ones that have been preached 
from the beginning, such as 
social distancing, hand hygiene, 
and mask use.

“We are hesitant to celebrate 
these numbers as ‘winning 
the battle’ as we are seeing 
the numbers creep back up all 
around us,” Clevenger said.” 
“We cannot pay attention only 
to what is going on in our county 
and must be aware of  pandemic 
activity around us also.”

There has been a slight 
uptick in the big metro areas like 
Houston and Dallas, but Calhoun 
County continues to stay under 
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“Every person is to be in 
subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, 
and those which exist are 
established by God. Therefore 
whoever resists authority has 
opposed the ordinance of God; 
and they who have opposed 
will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. For rulers 
are not a cause of fear for 
good behavior, but for evil. 
Do you want to have no fear 
of authority? Do what is good 
and you will have praise from 
the same; for it is a minister 
of God to you for good. But if 
you do what is evil, be afraid; 
for it does not bear the sword 
for nothing; for it is a minister 
of God, an avenger who brings 
wrath on the one who practices 
evil.”

ROMANS 13:1-4

Calhoun’s 
COVID-19 case 
count trends 
downward

MMC provides 
rapid COVID 
testing

GAME ON: TITLE MATCH

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

Steve Johnson takes reps during Monday’s practice in preparation for Calhoun’s highly anticipated 
district title match against the Calallen Wildcats. The game is set to kickoff on Friday at 7:30 p.m. at 
Sandcrab Stadium. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Hard Hats for Little Heads giveaway this week

Dr. John Wright fits a child for a helmet during the Hard Hats for 
Little Heads giveaway. The event has been modified this year due 
to COVID-19 protocols. (Contributed photo)

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The Port Lavaca Clinic 
will host its 11th annual Hard 
Hats for Little Heads giveaway 
pandemic style.

This year, due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
youngsters are being fitted 
for a helmet while at the 
clinic for a wellness check-up 
appointment.

“Due to COVID-19, we are 
unable to hold our annual 
event as we have in the past 
so we knew we would have 
to make some big changes. 
With everyone we come in 
contact with needing to be 
screened, we thought the 
safest way would be to have 
an appointment. Since the 
Covid-19 pandemic, patients 
have isolated themselves to 
avoid exposure,” said PL Clinic 
associate Jennifer O’Riley. 

“One result is that parents 
have canceled pediatric 
check-ups and immunization 
levels for vaccine-preventable 
diseases have sharply 
declined. With that being said, 
we thought that it would be 
best for patients to get their 
Well-Checkup and be fit for a 
helmet while they are here for 
their visit, basically killing 
two birds with one stone. Get 
your checkup and get fitted 
for a helmet.”

Parents are encouraged 
to schedule a wellness exam 
to receive a free helmet, 
but it is not mandatory. 
Most insurance plans fully 
cover wellness check-ups. A 
wellness exam visit allows for 
a comprehensive assessment 
of  a child and the opportunity 
for further evaluation if  
abnormalities are detected. 

See HARD HATS Page A2A2

Stewart named Ford Player of the Week

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Once again, the game 
between the Calhoun 
Sandcrabs and the Calallen 
Wildcats will determine the 
district title, and it happens 
this Friday night in Sandcrabs 
Stadium.

The Sandcrabs had an 
open date last Friday due to 
Alice forfeiting the game, 
and Calhoun used that time 
to prepare for the Wildcats, a 
team they know well.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker said 
the Calhoun and Calallen 
coaching staffs faced each 
other 14 times over the years.

“There’s no secret 
between us two. They have 
a great coaching staff. They 
have great players, and 
they’ll have a great game plan 
against us, and they always 
do,” Whitaker said.

Both football programs 
have great respect for each 
other, and Whitaker said the 
coaching staffs are really 
good friends off  the field.

Sandcrabs Defensive 
Coordinator Cory McFall 
played for Phil Danaher in 
Calallen, and Whitaker is 
good friends with Danaher 
and Calallen’s defensive 

See SANDCRABS Page A2A2

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Memorial Medical Center 
can now perform 10-minute 
COVID-19 testing.

MMC CEO Jason Anglin 
informed the Calhoun County 
commissioners during their 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, meeting.

“We have had the 
equipment to do it, and now 
we have the supplies,” said 
Anglin.

The hospital showed a 
good month in September, 
Anglin said, with surgeries 
increasing, but new guidelines 
on the use of  stimulus funds 
caused MMC to post a $63,494 
loss.

Under the new guidelines, 
a $531,969 reduction in 
the amount recognized as 
stimulus funds resulted in 
the loss. Anglin said to expect 
further revisions to the 
guidelines.

In other business, the 
court:

- Heard a presentation 
from Wendy Cabrera with 
United Way on how the 
organization is conducting 
its annual fundraising during 

Massive study 
to protect Texas 
coastline enters 
second phase

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun Sandcrabs 
Quarterback Jarius Stewart 
received a top honor for his 
outstanding performance 
against the Corpus Christi Miller 
Buccaneers.

Stewart was named Ford 
Tough Player of the Week in the 
77-76 win against the Buccaneers 
for his 245 yards on 19 carries and 
six touchdowns on the ground, 13 
tackles, and three pass deflections 
on defense.

For the second year in a row, 
a Sandcrabs player received this 
honor. Last year former Calhoun 
Quarterback Conner Kestler was 
named Ford Player of the Week.

Stewart talked about being 
named Ford Player of the Week in 
Texas for 4A.

“I didn’t really expect it, but 
I’m really grateful for it, and it is a 
blessing.” Stewart said.

Stewart was mentioned for 
his skills on offense and defense 
against Miller and said he tries to 
focus on both sides of the ball, and 
he added it is a great feeling to be 
successful.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
having back-to-back seasons with 
a player receiving this high honor.

“It is an honor. I mean, that 
is the word to use because I know 
how hard it is for a youngster to 

See MMC Page A11A11

See STEWART Page A12A12

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A massive study to protect 
the Texas coastline has entered 
the second phase of public 
comment.

The study spans the 
entirety of the Texas Coast 
from the Houston area down 
to Brownsville and includes 
projects in Calhoun County.

The two Calhoun County 
projects are eco-system 
restoration and protection 
– Keller Bay protection and 
enhancement and Powderhorn 
shorelines protection and 
wetland restoration.

The study is a joint project 
of the Texas General Land Office 
and the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
and the aim is to protect the 
coastline from storm surge, and 
as much as possible, keep it out 
in the ocean, said Frank Harper 
with the Corps of Engineers.

“We are rolling out a 
complex solution to a complex 
problem,” said U.S. Corps of  
Engineers Col. Timothy Vail, 
commander of the Galveston 
office, during a media availability 
via Webex.

The Texas coast “is a 
vibrant place to live, and the 
Corps metrics show it is leading 
in economic growth. With an 
active hurricane season, we’ve 
seen it’s given pause. We’ve had 
too many close calls not to heed 
its warning,” said Vail. “The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is committed to ensuring the 
public has updated information 
on our ongoing ‘Coastal Barrier’ 
project, which identifies storm 
risk management and ecosystem 

See STUDY Page A12A12

See COVID-19 Page A12A12

Stewart was named Ford Tough Player of the Week in the 77-76 
win against the Buccaneers for his 245 yards on 19 carries and six 
touchdowns on the ground, 13 tackles, and three pass deflections 
on defense. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

ROGER HAMILTON
TERRY MAX WHITAKER
LORETTA ANN SANDOVAL


