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jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun County YMCA 
built a new playground Saturday, 
Feb. 16, for the children of  
Calhoun County. 

The YMCA announced 
its collaboration of  KaBOOM! 
to build the playground in 
November 2018. KaBOOM! is a 
nonprofit organization that is 
dedicated to ensure that children 
regardless of  social status, have 
access to a safe and active play, 
according to Kayla Fontaine, the 
associate project manager or 
KaBOOM!, in a November 2018 
interview. 

Over 100 volunteers from in 
and outside of  Calhoun County 
helped the YMCA build the 
playground Saturday. Michele 
Morales, executive director of  
the Calhoun County YMCA, said 
she was “super” happy for the 
turn out Saturday. She added 
she is sure that the children 
will be excited to see the new 
playground. 

“I’m super excited that 
the community came out today 
and supported the YMCA, and 
supported everything that we 
asked them to for this project.” 
Morales said. 

Morales said the 
playgrounds will has lots of  
slides and a merry-go-round 

that is inspected, certified 
and approved to meet the 
requirements of  the American 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

“This playground will also 
have ADA paths to enter and exit 
the playground, and we’ll have 
lots of  slides, a gaga pit, lots of  

benches and picnic tables for 
families to sit.” Morales said. 
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Playground built in six hours
YMCA, KaBOOM!, volunteers come together for youth

Volunteers helped construct a community playground Saturday morning to afternoon. The build 
took approximately six hours and is located in the shopping center by the YMCA. (Jared Van Epps/
Wave photo)

Local church celebrates Black History Month

Injured deputy receives chair from local business owner

Group Tof Therapy Praise Team member Delfino Hernandez gets a high five from the Mistress of 
Ceremony Sister Irene Etheridge while they performed during the Citizens in Action 2019 Black 
History Month Celebration at Pilgrim Christian Church Saturday in Port Lavaca. (DD Turner/Wave 
photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Each head turned to look 
at the face next to it inside the 
Pilgrim Christian Church or 
at a face across the room. 

“These are the faces of  
freedom,” said Evangelist 
Jacquie Nixon, her words 
resounding through the 
building during the Citizens 
in Action 2019 Black History 
Month Celebration Saturday 
at the church.

Nixon called for people 
to celebrate their history 
throughout the year, not just 
during Black History Month.

“When did Black History 
Month start?” she asked.

She got a 50s, a 60s and a 
lone 72.

“It was in 1970. That 
wasn’t that long again,” she 
said. “I’m going to say it 
again, that wasn’t that long 
ago.”

She provided some 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office Deputy Trenton Ballard  
received a new chair from 
Kamin Furniture Thursday, 
Feb. 14.

Ballard was struck by a 
hit and run driver Friday, Feb. 
8 and sustained injuries. He 
was released from Memorial 
Hermann in Houston the 
following Saturday. 

Ballard said he doesn’t 
remember much of  the 
accident, but he added that he 
remembered waking up in the 
hospital in some pain. Ballard 
added that he had severe 
concussion, no broken bones, 
but a sore body. 

Buddy Kamin, owner of  
Kamin Furniture, said that 
Ballard was one of  the most 
appreciative human beings 
that he ever met, and he 
added that law enforcement is 
number one in his family. 

The chair that Kamin gave 
to Ballard is a electronic lazy 

From left, Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Trenton Ballard, Sheriff Bobbie Vickery and Chief 
Deputy Johnny Krause share smiles Thursday morning. Ballard received a chair from Owner Buddy 
Kamin of Kamin Furniture after he was struck by a car during traffic control. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)

Port board 
candidate 
urges 
settlement
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
specter of  Blake Farenthold 
once again roiled the 
waters at the Calhoun Port 
Authority during its meeting 
Wednesday, Feb. 13.

The board took no 
action following a closed 
session with their lawyer 
concerning the lawsuit filed 
by the Victoria Advocate 
concerning the language of  
the posting for the meeting at 
which Farenthold was hired 
as a legislative liaison for the 
port.

Prior to the session, 
Luis De La Garza addressed 
the board during the public 
comment listing on the 
agenda about the lawsuit.

“I just wanted to talk to 
the board about this lawsuit,” 
De La Garza said. “I’m glad to 
see that Mr. Cobb is here this 
morning. I was just reading 
through the paper that Mr. 
Cobb charges right at about 
$400 an hour and this board 
has already stated that we are 
well over $300,000 into this 
lawsuit.”

“So when you guys 
go into closed session to 
consider, now that Mr. 
Farenthold is gone, I would 
like you to consider just 

CHS holds 
Career 
Prep-day for 
students
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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

 
The students of  Calhoun 

High School had members 
of  the workforce, Memorial 
Medical Center and Formosa 
Plastics stop by Friday, Feb. 8, 
to help them prepare for life 
after high school. 

The name of  the program 
is called “Meet your Future,” 
and its purpose is to inform 
students about local careers 
and help them understand 
what courses they need to take 
while in high school. 

The goals for the 
program is to increase the 
number of  students to sign 
up to upper-level careers, 
tech classes, and increase the 
number of  students who earn 
certification, college credit 
and experience to use in their 
future. 

Megan Strauss, principles 
of  human services teacher of  
CHS, said she was extremely 
pleased with the Texas Work 
Force Solutions’ presentation. 

“There were a few 
students who left the 
presentation thinking about a 
career in education who were 
undecided at the beginning of  
the presentation.” Strauss said. 

Strauss said the 
presenters helped the students 
to understand that a career 
in education doesn’t mean 
they have to be a teacher. She 
added that education also 
encompasses careers such as 
a counselor, librarians and 
bookkeepers . 

See CHS Page A8

See HISTORY Page A6

TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sandcrabs lose seeding 
game to CC King.
Page B1

OBITUARIES, A9

“if indeed you have heard Him 
and have been taught in Him, 
just as truth is in Jesus, that, 
in reference to your former 
manner of life, you lay aside 
the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with 
the lusts of deceit, and that you 
be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, and put on the new self, 
which in the likeness of God has 
been created in righteousness 
and holiness of the truth.”
Ephesians 4:21-24

Kary Lee Conrad 
Arthur John McIllwain
Christopher Wehmeyer

Altar Society meets
Our Lady of  the Gulf  

Catholic Church Altar 
Society will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 21, at St. Jude 
Hall. All members are asked 
to attend and bring a guest. 
New members are welcome.

Tennis play day
The Victoria Tennis 

Association will host its 
first play day, at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23, at the 
VISD courts, locate at Sam 
Houston and Airline Streets 
in Victoria. All Calhoun 
County and other area 
tennis players are invited 
to attend.  Doubles, mixed 
doubles and singles will 
be available at all playing 
levels. Refreshments and 
tennis balls will be provided.

Ring benefit
A benefit to help defray 

medical expenses for John 
Ring will be held from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
23, at the VFW Hall. Plates 
are $10 and will consist 
of  brisket, rice, beans, 
trimmings and dessert. 
Delivery is available for 10 
or more plates. For tickets 
or more information, call 
Elizabeth at 361-489-7592 
or Loryn at 361-489-1090. 
Monetary donations can be 
made at Cal-Com Federal 
Credit Union.
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