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This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Sept. 2: Ladies Night & Karaoke

Sept. 3 : Steak Night & House DJ

Sept 4: TBD

 Thursday
Ladies Night 

& Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night &

Texas 361 Band

Saturday
The Emotions

Active cAses* HospitAlized* HospitAl occupAncy number of HospitAl beds vAccine precAutions to tAke

Rolling Average Over A 7-day Period

Get Vaccinated • Wear A Mask Inside
Social Distance • Wash & Sanitize Hands

C  VID-19 & VARIANTS: CALHOUN COUNTY
Call your health care provider, Memorial Medical 

Center or pharmacy about vaccinations.*Numbers as of 5 p.m.  moNday, aug. 23.
229 258 10 023.4%       TOTAL              AVAILABLE            ICU AVAILABLE

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

There are eight COVID-19 patients 
in Memorial Medical Center as of  
Monday.

Active cases have soared to 229, 
according to the Texas Department of  
State Health Services.

Of  all current patients in the 
hospital, 57.14 percent of  them are 
COVID patients, according to said Erin 
Clevenger, chief  nursing officer for 
MMC.

There are 10 beds left available in 
the hospital for all patients and no ICU 
beds left.

“Our local clinics and hospitals 
are overwhelmed with COVID-19 
patient needs, including testing, 
appointments, phone calls, medications, 
and treatments,” said Clevenger. “The 

upswing in cases is affecting the hospital 
staff  tremendously in every area of  
the facility. I don’t think people truly 
understand what we mean when we say 
COVID-19 is extremely burdensome on 
healthcare facilities.”

All this is in addition to the normal 
day-to-day patient care for everything 
non-COVID, she noted.

“Doctors, nurses, and medical 
assistants only have so many hours in 
a day to get things done. Our nurses 
are being pulled in so many directions, 
and as amazing as they are, a human 
being can only handle so much,” said 
Clevenger.

And it flows down to labs, 
diagnostic imaging, housekeeping, and 
registration, which also feel the stress 
of  handling so much work.

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The game of  football has 
changed over the 100 years 
of  existence in how players 
and coaches review film and 
communicate with each other 
on the sideline.

Sandcrabs head coach 
Richard Whitaker has been 
coaching for more than 30 years 
and has seen how technology 
has changed during his career.

Whitaker recalls, before he 
started coaching, watching an 
eight-millimeter reel and the 
sound it made when watching 
game film.

“That was the old golden 
days, and shortly after I started 
coaching, VHS came in. We 
thought we were just high tech 
then,” Whitaker said.

When Whitaker converted 
to VHS, it was easier than the 
reel-to-reel.

“When you did the reel-

to-reel, after the games, you’d 
have to take it somewhere to 
get it developed. So it was quite 
something to do, and it may 
take a couple of  days to get it 
back,” Whitaker said.

New split ends/tight 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

It’s almost time for Friday 
Night Lights and the not-so-
cool weather, as Sandcrab 
Nation will once again fill 
Sandcrab Stadium with 
screaming fans. 

Before the game starts, 
the traditional evening begins 
with the rat-tat-tat of  the 
drum-line of  the Calhoun 
High School marching band 
as they enter the stadium from 
across the street.

CHS Head Band Director 
Jamie Vela said the band has 
been working very hard to 
prepare so that halftime of  the 
first home game, scheduled for 
Friday, Sept. 3, will be a great 
performance.

“The band students 
have worked hard and have 
prepared music for the show,” 
said Vela. “We contribute to 
the overall environment and 
experience of  a (football) 
game.”

This year’s show is called 
“The Time Machine” and is 
broken into three movements: 
clocks, hourglass, and digital 
clocks.

“The trend in 
marching band has changed 
to more of  a production. Props 
and screens are becoming a 
norm. The typical uniform 
is changing also,” said Vela. 
“Designer tops to match the 
theme are being used by 
more bands. Our band will be 

Technology changing the game

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County ISD kicked off  
its first week of  school on Aug. 11, 
with COVID-19 still a hot topic around 
Texas and the United States.

CCISD started the first week 
of  school with students happy to be 
back on campuses, said Assistant 
Superintendent Kelly Taylor, and 
teachers have been working hard “to 
make sure students feel welcome.”

COVID-19 has been a hot topic 
since last year, and in the first two 
weeks, CCISD reported cases of  
students and staff  with COVID.

The school district is continuing 

to acknowledge concerns of   parents 
and the community by putting up 
information on Facebook and the 
district’s web page.

“Several families have been 
impacted by COVID-19 this summer 
and in recent weeks,” Taylor said. “So 
far, most cases reported have been 
family and community spread, so the 
district numbers reflect what’s in the 
community.”

Taylor added COVID numbers 
change daily as they receive updates 
from families and the district nursing 
staff. 

This past weekend, the district 
tested 

CHS band prepares spectacular halftime show

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Sandcrab Nation is ready 
to get back in the stands for the 
home opener Sept. 3 against the 
Stafford Spartans.

Calhoun fans had it rough 
last year since the stadium was 
set at a reduced capacity due to 
COVID protocol.

John Shaw of  Port Lavaca, 
who has been a season ticket 
holder for more than 40 years, 
was worried last year about not 
having fans in the stadium.

“I was really worried 
about that,” Shaw said. “I was 
surprised whenever the season 
did take shape even though 
you had to supposedly wear 

masks.”
This season fans will 

return in full capacity, but some 
COVID protocols are being kept 
from last year and changes 
regarding masks.

Calhoun County ISD 
Superintendent Larry Nichols 
learned from last year that the 
virus was “problematic” inside 
versus outside.

“At the current time, we do 
not have plans to limit capacity,” 
Nichols said. “However we are 
going to check temperatures as 
we did in the past.”

The district will have the 
temperature tent set up at the 
main entrance of  the stadium.

Sandcrabs season begins
CHS readies for fans’ return

InsIde
 Page A7: How Calhoun stacks 

up against Navarro 

The Calhoun Varsity Football reviews game film from the intrasquad scrimmage Aug. 7 through 
HUDL in the Calhoun High School football film room. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

 Greg Cox, Felix Lara and Tracey Hefley are in line to pick up 
season tickets for the 2021 Calhoun Sandcrabs football season 
at the high school front office. The Sandcrabs open on the road 
against the Navarro Panthers Friday,. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)

Band Director Jamie Vela with conductors senior Kary Xu and junior Christopher Sanchez practices 
with Calhoun High School band in the band hall Monday morning in preparation for Friday Night’s 
performance at Navarro High School. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Virus upswing impacts all health care aspects

See BAND, Page A2

See TECHNOLOGY, Page A9

See FOOTBALL, Page A5

See CCISD Page A9See COVID, Page A9

Classes start as COVID lingers

Special To The Wave

The deadline to file for a 
disaster area tax exemption 
for physical damage is Sept. 1, 
according to a Calhoun County 
Appraisal District.

Gov. Greg Abbott declared 
Calhoun County a disaster area 
due to significant flooding and 
severe weather on May 19. The 
final day to submit applications 
or documentation is the 
105th day after the governor’s 
declaration.

The declaration may qualify 
some property owners to claim 
a temporary property tax 
exemption for their property 
that sustained a minimum of  
15% physical damage. 

The exemption is for 
physical damage only and does 
not include economic damage

To apply for this exemption, 
one should complete Form #50-
312.  Return the form and any 
supporting documentation to 
the appraisal district office as 
soon as possible.  Additional 
pages if  necessary may be 
attached.  

Forms are available at the 
office, 426 W. Main St., or online 
at www.calhouncad.org.

Taxpayers are encouraged 
to call 361-552-8808 for more 
information.

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County ISD 
officials were told the district 
was not seeing a huge jump in 
COVID cases but students who 
tested positive were returning 
to school instead of  staying 
home during a special meeting 
Monday.

CCISD Health Services 
District Nurse Shari Dierlam 
reported that students are 
coming to school sick, not 
staying home and are spreading 
the virus. 

Mainly parents are tired of  
COVID and are worried about 
their child’s absences and 
about missing assignments, 
she said.

To address that issue, 
Assistant Superintendent 
Maggie Hernandez said she 

Deadline to file 
exemption nears

See CLASSROOM Page A5

CCISD addresses 
COVID concerns


