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Seafarers Center to serve county

INSIDE
Sandies win
district B1

with aView

Rhonda Cummins and Tom Wise, members of the Point Comfort Seafarers 
Center board of directors, welcome the first of two buildings that will become 
the center inside the Port of Port Lavaca-Point Comfort. The building was 
delivered Thursday to the site. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Vigil
to be
held

See COUNTY, Page A8

See VIEW, Page A8

Upgraded room

MMC helps deliver
healthy 25-week premie

MILAGRO County
to study
roads

By JT STRASNER
jtstrasner@plwave.com

The Spanish 
word for miracle is 
milagro.

But for a 
young couple from 
Arkansas visiting 
the area this 
summer, “Santiago” 
is just as fitting.

Anna Lopez and 
Rodrigo Resendez, 
who live in Little 
Rock, Ark., made 
the roughly nine-
hour drive to visit 
family in Port 
Lavaca for the 
Independence Day 
holiday. At the time, 
Lopez was 25 weeks 
pregnant, and the 
couple wanted to 
see their Calhoun 
County relatives one 
last time before she 
was too far along in 
her pregnancy to 
travel.

Little Santiago, 
however, had 
different plans.

After driving to 
Corpus Christi for 
an outing, Lopez 
began developing 
complications.

Behind the 
patience and skill of  
Memorial Medical 
Center staff  and 
perhaps some divine 
intervention, the 

2-pound baby came into the 
world in the wee hours of  
July 4.

God’s plan
Lopez and Resendez met 

in Little Rock during their 
high school years and formed 
an immediate bond.

After graduating, their 
relationship became more 
serious. With thoughts 
of  a family in the future, 

Resendez began taking 
classes to become a welder.

About that same time, 
Lopez found out she was 
pregnant. Because her 
boyfriend had just started 
welding school, she was 
nervous about the timing.

“I was like, ‘oh my gosh, 
how are we going to do this?’” 
Lopez said. “We decided not 
to tell anyone in the family 
until we went to the doctor 

See MIRACLE, Page A8

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Putting a name to a 
number is the concept behind 
a Domestic Violence Awareness 
Vigil that will be Thursday at 
King Fisher Pavilion in Port 
O’Connor.

The vigil also honors the 
people who died from domestic 
violence in Texas in 2021, said 
organizer Nancy Pullen. 

“If  we don’t start putting 
names to the number, it’s just 
going to continue to be a number 
where nobody is going to care,” 
she said. “But when you stand 
there and you stand quietly and 
listen to the names being read 
out loud – their name, gender, 
age, and city in which they died 
– when you hear those names, 
it’s very profound and puts a 
face to it.”

“That’s why I do this,” she 
said.

The event will begin at 6 
p.m. Thursday at the pavilion. 
Candles will be provided, 
and people just need to come, 
said Pullen. The names were 
obtained from the National 
Domestic Violence Center 
in Washington, D.C., which 
compiles the list from police 
reports, coroner reports, shelter 
reports, and other sources.

“If  they want to read a 
name, they just need to let me 
know,” she said. “If  they don’t 
want to read a name, they can 
just stand in vigil and listen. 
Anybody can read.”

Pullen said the vigils often 
draw out family members, 
parents who have lost children 
who are honoring their own 
child at the moment, even if  
their name is not on the list.

The vigil will open with 
a prayer from Justice of  the 
Peace, Pct. 5, Nancy Pomykol, 
which will be followed by the 
reading of  the names.

Pullen, herself, is a survivor 
of  domestic violence.

“My children suffered and 
have been victims of  abuse 
themselves because of  what I 
went through,” she said.

She likened talking about 
domestic violence to breast 
cancer.

“I kind of  describe it as in 
the 60s and 70s, before saving 
the tatas was okay, no one 
talked about breast cancer. No 
one wants to talk about abuse 
– especially men. Believe it or 
not, women can be very abusive 
themselves, so the more it’s 
talked about, the more it’s 
made aware a neighbor might 
catch a man and say, ‘look, is 
there anything you want to talk 
about?’ It puts that awareness 
out there where otherwise 
people might turn a blind eye.”

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

A traffic study for Port 
O’Connor, an infrastructure 
development plat, a road roller 
rental, and more was all up 
for approval at last week’s 
commissioner’s court meeting.

The court also recognized 
November as national hospice 
and palliative care month.

In conjunction with the 
Hospice of  South Texas, 
Commissioners Court 
recognized the month in order 
to help locals better understand 
the benefits of  person-centered, 
holistic care for those suffering 
from life-limiting illnesses. 

While County Judge Richard 
Meyer wasn’t in attendance to 
sign it, County Commissioner 
Gary Reese stood in for him 
during the meeting.

In addition, the court 
approved a new Infrastructure 
and Development Plat for D & T 
River Properties IDP. 

The plat will give the 
company permission to 
continue with the engineering 
plan for a property with six RV 
spots and three cabins. Now 
approved, the development will 
continue moving toward a final 
plan. 

The court also took action to 
approve the preliminary plat of  
Caracol Lot 41, combining lots 
41 and 42 into a single plot.

A new traffic study proposal 
by G & W Engineering was 
approved, with several roads 
designated for study. These will 
include Byers Street from SH 
185 north to Harrison Street, 
Byers Street from SH 185 south 
to Maple Street, Harrison 
Avenue from Byers Street to 
7th Street, Monroe Avenue 
from Byers Street east to Park 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – A room with a 
view along with other amenities.

That’s what the Seafarers Center at 
Port of  Port Lavaca-Point Comfort will 
eventually provide to the seafarers that 
come through, bringing components to 
the industries that surround the port 
and taking exports out on the ships.

The center will offer the people who 
man these ships – who are often at sea 
for more than six months at a time – a 
chance at “communication with family 
back home, shopping, and various 
support for physical, mental, emotional 
and spiritual needs. These men (and 
sometimes women) that work on the 
ships for months at a time need WiFi 
to connect with their families far away 
and a safe place off  the ship to relax,” 
said Rhonda Cummins, a board member 
for the Point Comfort Seafarers Center.

The first of  two buildings arrived 
at the port Thursday, Oct. 20, as the 
process of  establishing the center 
became tangible.

SEAFARERS CENTER
Welfare checks for the crews began 

in April 2019, said Cummins.
“By 2020, we knew a physical space 

was necessary to better serve this 
group of  nearly invisible people. Like 
so many things, this stage in developing 

a hospitality center was slowed by the 
pandemic,” she said. “During 2020, we 
helped provide a lifeline for hundreds 
of  seafarers that were unable to go 
ashore by delivering basic items to 
the gangways. In 2021, we worked with 
local medical professionals to help the 
seafarers get vaccinations.”

Seafarer centers are often compared 
to the USO that supports America’s 
military service members by keeping 
them connected to family, home, and 
country, said Cummins.

The center will operate as a 
hospitality center open 24/7 for the 
sailors. It will offer WiFi, games, a 
chapel, and free communication to 
families back in their home countries.

“By adding a physical building to 
our “center,” we will be able to help 
many more seafarers than by ship 
visiting alone. Providing a building 
that is accessible 24/7 for the crew to 
visit on their off-watch hours will allow 
many seafarers a place of  rest and free 
communications back home, neither of  
which are made possible by a ship visit,” 
said Cummins. “As visitors, we do offer a 
fresh, friendly face and local knowledge, 
but our company, magazines, puzzles, 
etc. are not a replacement for the support 
via WiFi of  their family, friends, and free 
time ashore.”

Santiago Resendez relaxes after making it home 
following a 15-week stay in NICU. (Contributed photo)


