
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Memorial Medical Center 
will have a new chief  financial 
officer starting in April.

MMC CEO Roshanda 
Thomas informed the Calhoun 
County Commissioners’ Court 
of  the hiring of  William Bill 
Little Jr. during their Jan. 5 
meeting.

“Finding a CFO is difficult, 
and the price is high,” said 
Thomas. “Don’t get me wrong, 
you look for quality, and the 
pay is the market rate. He 
wanted higher, but we stayed 
on budget.”

She said Little has 
experience with big 
organizations and wanted to be 
closer to his children who live 
in Houston.

“He expressed a 
willingness to be involved and 
live in Port Lavaca and be with 
us,” she said, noting he lives 
outside Dallas on acreage with 
two donkeys and a goat. “He’s 
going to fit right in our midst.”

Thomas also informed 
commissioners that November 
had been a “very positive 
month” with a net income of  
$390,742 and a net income in 

October of  $618,895 and added, 
“had a very positive 2021, 
netting $2.5 million.”

Also, Thomas said the 
board had discussed leasing a 
micro scan for the microbiology 
department.

The current lease of  eight 
years is set to expire, and it 
would be an overall cost saving 
for upgrade and renewal with 
a seven year lease. It would 
be under warranty for the 
first year and then under a 
maintenance plan of  $42,000, 
$3000 less than the previous 
maintenance plan.

“A small cost savings 
there,” she said.

She also informed the court 
that the clinic would be open on 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon. 
The nurse practitioners agreed 
to standardize the coverage.

Also, during the meeting, 
Thomas reported the board 
took the following actions:

- Updated its COVID 
vaccine policy to include the 
two-dose or one-dose vaccines 
and a booster.

- Expanded the paid time 
off  policy to include sick 
children, spouses, or parents.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The newly constructed 
Lighthouse Beach fishing 
pier was officially re-opened 
Thursday, Jan. 6, during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The ceremony also 
marked the completion of  all 
Hurricane Harvey-related 
repairs in Port Lavaca.

The pier was destroyed 
when the hurricane blew 
through in 2017.

“I was dismayed after 
looking at it as the cost of  
rebuilding a new pier would 
be astronomical,” said Port 
Lavaca Mayor Jack Whitlow. 
He noted that waterfront 
damage to the city was close 
to $8 million, and “rebuilding 
the fishing pier would add 
another three or so million to 
the total.”

But, he said citizens 
encouraged him and the Port 
Lavaca City Council to rebuild 
the pier.

“I did not know this pier 
was used so much. I heard 
from the contract that as soon 
as they had cleared up, people 
were already coming onto the 
pier to fish,” he said.

He thanked the city 
council, the city park board, 
and staff  for their effort in 
improving the bay front and for 
their dedication in repairing 
the pier as well as the Formosa 
Wetlands Walkway.

He also thanked Formosa 
Plastics and the Formosa 
Environmental Trust Fund 
for “coming through like 
champions with the necessary 
monetary assistance to help 
complete the project.”

Whitlow also pointed 
out that the donations made 
by contractors and Formosa 
helped to offset the city’s match 
and allowed for the expansion 
of  the pier and extras such as 

the canopies.
City Manager Jody 

Weaver noted that it took four 
years to get the pier rebuilt. 
The engineering contract 
for the pier, the bay front 
pier, and the walkway was 
awarded to C2HM, a division 
of  Jacobs Engineering. It 
then took a year working 
with FEMA to arrive at a 
scope of  project. In December 
2018, the environmental and 
historical reviews began and 
were completed after “a long 
frustrating 13 months,” said 
Weaver, who thanked U.S. 
Congressman Michael Cloud 
for his help in getting answers 
to questions on the progress of  
the project.

Federal funding to the 
state and then to the city on 
July 27, 2020, nearly three 
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Q: What are the chances our area could see another 

polar plunge event like we saw back in February 2021?

A: Winter is expected to be 
warmer and drier, same as last year, 

but you can get a significant cold 
snap or two at any time. The chance is low 

of seeing a February 2021 
type of event but not completely zero.

 You should always be weather aware and
 be prepared for any 

cold temperatures along with the possibility 
of wintry precipitation.

Lighthouse Beach Pier completion marks 
end of Hurricane Harvey recovery

Port Lavaca Interim City Manager Jody Weaver addresses the crowd that attended the ribbon 
cutting for the newly-rebuilt Lighthouse Beach Fishing Pier Thursday, Jan. 6, as Jack Wu, Formosa 
Plastics vice president of business development, U.S. Congressman Michael Cloudy, Mayor Jack 
Whitlow and C2HM, a division of Jacobs Engineering, representatives look on. (DD Turner/Wave 
photo)

Municipal election
May 7 for Seadrift
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

SEADRIFT - Interested in 
serving on the Seadrift City 
Council?

Jan. 19 is the first day for 
filing to run for the council, 
and Feb. 18 is the last day to 
file.

The council approved the 
order calling for the election 
during its Tuesday, Jan. 4, 
meeting. Councilman Kenneth 
Reese made the motion to 
approve, which was seconded 
by Councilwoman Tracey 
Johnson.

Up for election is the 
mayor position, currently held 
by Elmer DeForest. Also up are 
two of  the five council seats – 

those held by Ranier Brigham 
and Peggy Gaines.

The last day to register to 
vote is April 7.

Early voting will run 
April 25 – April 29 for the May 
7 election. The council set the 
day and hours as April 25, 
April 27, April 29, May 2, and 
May 3 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and April 26 and April 28 from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Election day 
hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Voters can request a 
ballot by mail using the 
Application for a Ballot by 
Mail or the Federal Post Card 
Application. The applications 
need to be mailed or taken to 
the Calhoun County Election 
Administrator’s Office.

SPECIAL TO THE WAVE

There were 218 boating 
accidents in Texas in 2021.

These accidents caused 
the loss of  51 lives, and 108 
people were injured. Property 
damage totaled $1,487,819.

Operating a vessel can 
be an enjoyable pastime for 
many Texans when done 
safely. Everyone that operates 
a vessel should have some 
level of  training to prevent 
unnecessary accidents.

The Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension Service/Texas Sea 
Grant Boating Safety Series 
will have a classroom and 
hands-on Boaters Education 
Course on Feb. 26 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Calhoun County 
Agriculture Building in Port 

Lavaca.
The Boating Safety Series 

courses are designed to provide 
a hands-on boating education 
to the public. The goal is the 
prevention of  boating and 
water-related accidents.

Successful completion 
of  this course will provide 
the participant with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department Boaters 
Education Certification. The 
certification is required for 
anyone born on or after Sept. 1, 
1993, who operates any vessel 
over 15 horsepower, any wind-
blown vessel over 14 feet, and 
all personal watercraft.

Participants should dress 
for the weather on the day 

Memorial Medical Center 
announces hiring of new CFO

Port Lavaca Mayor Jack Whitlow cuts the ribbon on the newly 
constructed Lighthouse Beach pier during a ceremony at the 
pier. The pier was damaged during Hurricane Harvey and com-
pleted in October 2021 and cost nearly $3 million to repair 
through FEMA. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calling all women.
Alamo Heights Baptist 

Church will host its fifth 
annual Women’s Conference, 
“Choose Joy”, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 29.

“Women of  all 
ages are invited to 
attend,” said Adele 
Hamelwright, who 
will be the guest 
speaker during 
the event. “There 
will be incredible 
music, games, 
lots of  laughter, 
great fellowship, 
testimonies, teaching 
from the Bible, breakfast, 
lunch, and shopping with local 
vendors.”

More than 80 women have 
already pre-registered, and 
Hamelwright said they are 
hoping for as many women of  
all denominations as God will 
bring to the conference as last 
year’s event was canceled due 
to the pandemic. 

The event has attracted 
more than 160 women in the 
past.

“There is plenty of  room 
to social distance. There will 
be hand sanitizer available,” 
she said. “Per CDC guidelines, 

masks are recommended 
for individuals who are not 
fully vaccinated or who have a 
weakened immune system. We 
encourage everyone to choose 
what is best for themselves.”

The cost for the 
conference is $25 and 
covers a bag with a 
variety of  goodies, 
breakfast, lunch, 
door prizes, snacks, 
and more. Ladies can 
register online at 
www.ahbcportlavaca.
com, at Alamo Heights 
Baptist Church, 
located at 110 Trinity 
Shores Dr. in Port 
Lavaca, or by calling 

the church office at 361-
552-2532.

“With all that’s going on in 
the world today, this conference 
is very much needed and is 
extremely important,” said 
Hamelwright. “We need 
“community” now more than 
ever. We need to be reminded 
that God is still in control 
and that even in the face of  
this illness, we can still find 
joy. So come with expectation. 
Come ready to have some fun, 
to laugh, to be encouraged, to 
let go of  the burdens you are 
carrying, and to hear about 
how you can “Choose Joy” in 
the middle of  it all.”
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Safer waters goal of
boater education class

Hamelwright

Women’s conference scheduled
at Alamo Heights Baptist Church
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