
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR – An idea 
that took root in 1988 came to 
fruition Saturday with the grand 
opening of  the Port O’Connor 
Public Library.

The library, 506 W. Main St., 
was a dream rooted in service, 
brought to life by the hard 
work of  the Friends of  the Port 
O’Connor Library.

“Libraries are one of  the 
most fortunate entities to be 
able to have a friends group to 
help them reach their goals for 
their community,” said Noemi 
Cruz, library director. “Building 
the new library here in Port 
O’Connor was the goal for a long, 
long time. I would like to thank 
the Friends of  the POC Library 
for coming together and helping 
us to reach that goal. I’ve never 
known such a hard working 
group of  people so passionate in 
what they do. 

“I would like to thank each 
and everyone of  you. I had a 
great time working with all of  
you. Libraries are the heart of  
every community so you visit, 
enjoy it and support it because 

with you, libraries couldn’t 
exist,” said Cruz.

THE HISTORY
It started in 1988 when the 

Port O’Connor Women’s Service 
Club decided there was a great 

need for a library.
“The women came together, 

learned the Dewey Decimal 
system on their own, got books 
donated and opened the first 
library in one of  their homes,” 

said Ursula Price, president of  
the Friends. 

The group petitioned 
the county for a new library 
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U.S. Coast Guard in Port O’ Connor receives ample support from community during shutdown
STILL SERVING

U.S. Coast Guard Senior Chief Josh Martin, left and U.S. Rep. Michael Cloud of Texas’s 27th Congressional District heard and spoke to the community about the 
support from the citizens of Calhoun County, Monday evening at the U.S. Coast Guard station in Port O’ Connor. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo)

Security fences being installed at POC Elementary

County, GLO 
partner in 
Vessel-Turn In 
Program

Travis students 
donate chairs 
to school 
board
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Travis Middle school 
students crafted and painted 
chairs to give to the board 
members of  CCISD, Monday, 
Jan. 14, at their meeting. 

The project was the 
collaboration between the 
Principal of  Travis, Jim Sides, 
and shop and art teachers, 
Matthew Authement and 
Heather Jones. 

The project came to be, 
Sides said, the school board 
had a theme for school board 
appreciation, and was planning 
the seeds of  success. 

See CHAIRS Page A10

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
Commissioners agreed to join 
with the Texas General Land 
Office as part of  a Vessel-
Turn In program.

“We partnered once 
before in 2017 and it was 
successful. For a first time 
it was very successful,” said 
Rusty Moon, senior response 
officer in the local GLO Oil 
Spill Response office. 

See COUNTY Page A4

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

PORT O’ CONNOR –Port 
O’Connor Elementary’s new 
fences have begun being 
installed around the campus 
late December 2018. 

The Port O’Connor fences 
were approved by the school 
board in July 2018, and the 
intention for the fences are to 
make it safer for the students 
and staff. 

“It is very important, 

although we think Port 
O’Connor is a very safe place, 
it is still precaution, and it 
is best for us to be proactive 
instead of  reactive, and so 
I think it going up will give 
us some sense of  security.” 
Port O’Connor Elementary 
Principal Kelly Wehmeyer 
said.

The front of  the school 
will have a “black” ornamental 
fence in front of  the school 
and a chain-link fence in 
the back of  the school, 

according Joe Hernandez, 
Director of  Maintenance and 
Transportation. 

“When they finished 
the school, the fence is going 
to incorporate and enclose 
all the buildings. You know 
Port O’Connor has several 
buildings, so basically it is 
going to incorporate and 
enclose all the campus,” 
Hernandez said. 

Hernandez added they 
left the baseball field outside 
the fences, so the community 

can still access it after school 
hours. 

“It is going to be different 
for the community and it 
is going to be different for 
our parents, but I think it is 
something that they in the long 
run will see that it is a benefit 
for their childs safety and for 
all of  us here.” Wehmeyer said. 

Currently the weather 
has stalled the construction 
of  fences, the estimated 
time of  completion is to be 
determined. 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR – Since 
the Federal Government 
cannot pay its employees, a 
local community stepped in 

to make an impact.
According to Senior 

Chief  Josh Martin, the U.S. 
Coast Guard Station in Port 
O’Connor is home to 55 
crewmembers that are tasked 
with search and rescue 

and law enforcement and 
approximately 12 members of  
the Aid to Navigation.

President Donald Trump 
ordered a shutdown of  the 
Federal Government over 
five weeks ago due to his 

demand of  funding for 
border protection not being 
met by Congress. In doing 
that the U.S. Coast Guard 
and other members of  the 
Federal Government are 
working without pay. 

The tight knit 
community of  Port O’Connor 
and the citizens of  Calhoun 
County came together 
with copious amounts of  

See USCG Page A12

Library in Port O’ Connor opens

Melissa Doggett and her daughter, Julia, enjoy a book off the shelf while Forrest Marlin watches 
his daughter, Olivia, play inside the Kids Korner at the new Port O’Connor Library. (DD Turner/
Wave photo)

See LIBRARY Page A10TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Sandcrabs stay in top 
four in district after win 
against Victoria West.
Page A9

OBITUARIES, A4

“Every person is to be in 
subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, 
and those which exist are 
established by God.”
Romans 13:1

Virginia “Ginger” Caroline Piña 
Pansy Maudell Slaydon

Step Up and Scale Down
The Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service will host 
Step Up and Scale Down, 
a 12-week educational 
program based on the 
USDA Dietary Guidelines, 
which are intended to 
help Americans choose a 
healthful eating plan to 
achieve and maintain a 
healthy weight at 5:30 p.m. 
every Thursday evening 
beginning Jan. 24. Classes 
will last no longer than one 
hour. There will also be an 
optional 30-minute exercise 
session before and after 
class.

Book signing
The Calhoun County 

Library will host a book 
signing with author Larry 
Landgraf  at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 24.

Republican Club series
Calhoun County 

Republican Club has set 
2019 as a “Know your 
County Government” 
series. Each month, a 
different department of  the 
county government will be 
featured. The department 
head will outline the 
services provided and how 
the citizen may access 
these services. The first 
of  the series is Monday, 
Feb. 4, and will feature the 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Department at Grace 
Episcopal Parish Hall. 
Sheriff  Bobbie Vickery 
will be the featured 
speaker. Dinner is $11 and 
served from 5-6 p.m. by 
reservation only. Dinner 
reservations must be 
received by Monday, Jan. 
28. The meeting will follow 
at 6 p.m. and is open and 
free to the public. For more 
information, call Connie at 
361-552-0917 or Lisa at 361-
552-6313.
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