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Port declines Advocate’s third attempt at settlement
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POINT COMFORT – The 
Calhoun Port Authority board 
voted 4-1 against accepting 
another settlement offer from 
the Victoria Advocate in its 
lawsuit.

A special meeting was 
called Thursday. The lone 
agenda item was to consult 
with lawyers.

“I want to make a motion. 
We can vote on it one way or 

the other, but my motion is 
that we do not write a check 
and settle our differences 
with Mr. John Griffin and the 
Victoria Advocate,” said Board 
Secretary Tony Holladay.

Tony Wehmeyer seconded 
the motion. Chairman J.C. 
Melcher asked for a show 
of  hands on the vote. Voting 
for the motion were board 
members Johnny Perez, 
Jay Cuellar, Wehmeyer, and 
Holladay. Voting against the 
motion was board member 

Luis De La Garza.
“It was a business 

decision. We can pay $50,000 
and have this behind us,” said 
De La Garza, newly elected to 
the board. “Right now, we can 
have this behind us for $50,000 
settlement and make peace. 
That’s what the Advocate 
wants. It’s just a business 
decision. I’m of  the opinion 
that we need to get this behind 
us.”

De La Garza voted to settle 
the lawsuit and pay roughly 

$50,000 to the Advocate but 
voted against spending a little 
over $100,000 to clean the piling 
barge slips during the May 8 
meeting.

At the May 8 meeting, 
Director of  Engineer Services 
David Knuckey said it should 
have been included in the 
project scope and that he asked 
the contractor to provide an 
estimate.

In response to a question 
about the cost if  a separate 
bid was to be sought, Knuckey 

said, “The mobilization and 
demobilization of  marine 
equipment, barges and such 
would add about $75,000 if  
the port did it under separate 
contracts.”

De La Garza noted that the 
$102,595 was a “pretty shiny 
penny” while noting he had 
issues with giving the money 
to the current contractor just 
because it was left out of  the 
current contract due to human 
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Kevin Holya, 21, Army veteran from Albuquerque, N.M., being escorted off from the boat he was on for the fishing tournament Saturday, 
May 18, at Froggies in Port O’Connor. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

Four-way 
stops 
explained 
by officials
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Where Main Street intersects 
Virginia and Commerce streets, 
drivers need to be aware of two 
four-way stops that were installed 
Wednesday, May 15.

The four-way stop at Main 
and Virginia streets replaced 
existing traffic signals.

The intersection at Main and 
Commerce streets previously had 
two stop signs; one coming off on 
Main St. and the other coming out 
of the Bayfront Peninsula. The 
intersection now has a four-way 
stop to slow down general traffic 
and traffic from Formosa Plastics, 
according to City Manager Bill 
DiLibero.

DiLibero believes the stop 
signs will work, as long as law 
enforcement enforces the stop 
signs.

“Patrol has monitored the 
two intersections once they went 
into effect. Officers did make 
multiple stops for disregarding 
the stop signs. Several warnings 
were issued,” Police Chief Colin 
Rangnow said.

The city has seen an influx 
of traffic on Commerce and 
Broadway as a result of Formosa 
Plastics’ expansion. Rangnow 
explained that motorists vacate 
Highway 35 and enter onto 
Broadway and Commerce to avoid 
red lights.

“The Department has 
received several complaints of  
motorists driving at excessive 
speeds on said roadways.  
The thought behind the stop 
intersection was to slow motorists 
in the area,” Rangnow said.

According to DiLibero, 
the city met with the Texas 
Department of Transportation to 
discuss how to manage the traffic 
on Commerce Street.

“They couldn’t do a signal,” 

Valedictorian, salutatorian reflect on prestigious high school careers

MACY MEDLIN KRISLYN KEY

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian for the Class of  
2019 at Calhoun High School are 
Macy Medlin and Krislyn Key. 

VALEDICTORIAN
Medlin, the valedictorian 

of the class of 2019, will attend 
Texas A&M University as a 
biomedical science major and is 
happy to be named valedictorian. 

“It is definitely one of my 
biggest accomplishments,” 
Medline said. “It makes me so 
happy when I talk about it.” 

Medlin will be the first 
person in her family to go to 
college, and she said her family 

is proud of her.
“They always say that I 

have the brains in the family, so 
they knew I was going to do big 
things,” Medline said.  

This fall Medlin will attend 
Texas A&M University and plans 
to become an Obstetrician/
Gynecologist (OB/GYN). She 
shadowed the OB/GYN staff  at 
Memorial Medical Clinic and fell 
in love with what they do.

One of Medlin’s goals is 
to obtain her doctorate degree. 
She said one of the members 
of the OB/GYN staff  at MMC, 
who received his degree at Texas 
A&M University, told her it was 
hard work, but it will prepare 
her for her doctorate. 

The reason Medlin wanted 
to pursue the medical field is that 
she wants to work with children, 
babies, and women in general.

“I was raised by a single 
mom, so that put the maternal 
mother aspect in me a little bit,” 
Medlin said.

“I just want to give back 
to my community and do 
something for them because 
they have done so much for me,” 
Medlin added. 

The one thing Medlin will 
miss from high school is seeing 
the people that she is used to 
seeing every day. 

“The people you see from 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Warrior’s Weekend 
held its fishing tournament 
at Froggie’s Bait Dock in Port 
O’Connor last Saturday for 
wounded veterans who were 

invited. 
Many people from outside 

Calhoun County came to witness 
the veterans return from their 
fishing excursions to see what 
they caught in the Texas coastal 
waters.

Jim Hall, 59 and a retired 

Navy veteran, has been coming 
down from Amarillo to Port 
O’Connor for many years to 
show his appreciation for what 
the veterans have done for this 
country.

Hall said that 22 veterans 
commit suicide every day, but he 

added that this event helps erase 
bad memories and replace them 
with good ones. He said the event 
could possibly save somebody’s 
life.

“It is nice to know you are 
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HJM registration
HJM Elementary School 

will host registration for 
the 2019/20 school year 
for pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten students 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
throughout the month 
of May. The following 
documents are needed to 
register: courthouse birth 
certificate, social security 
card, immunization 
record, proof of residency 
(gas, water bill, etc.), 
photo identification/
driver’s license. Proof of 
income is needed for pre-
kindergarten registration. 
If not the parent, proof of 
guardianship is needed. 
The child must be 4-years-
old on or before Sept. 
1, 2019 to register for 
pre-kindergarten and 
5-years old to register for 
kindergarten.

District No. 8
Calhoun County 

Drainage District No. 
8 will meet at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, 
at the Calhoun County 
Agriculture Building.

TMS awards, celebration
Travis Middle School 

will host awards at 9:45 
a.m. for sixth grade 
students and 1:30 p.m. for 
seventh grade students 
Wednesday, May 22, in the 
TMS auditorium. Eighth 
grade celebration will be 
held at 9 a.m. May 23, at 
the CHS auditorium.

OBITUARIES

TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Israel Barrios
John Patrick Kelly
Eleonor G. Mireles

“For the one who sows to 
his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit 
reap eternal life.”
GALATIANS 6:8


