
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – 
Christmas At Sea is getting 
underway in time for the 
Christmas holidays.

Rhonda Cummins, who 
heads up the effort, is seeking 
donations to provide to sailors 
who come through the Port of  
Point Comfort-Port Lavaca.

“The pandemic and 
shutdown have altered shipping 
on a personal level,” she said 
to the board of  the Calhoun 
Navigation District at its Oct. 
11 meeting. “You see the cargo 
side. I see the guys on the 
ships, and they are grateful and 
thankful for the aid.”

Many of  the sailors have 
been onboard their ships for 
more than eight months, and 
some as long as 14 months, 
without being able to go home 
or see family.

“It’s exciting to help people 
who need help, and that’s what 
the Seafarer Center does. It 

is people trying to help the 
stranger in town.”

In 2020, more than 700 
shoeboxes and ditty bags were 
distributed containing basic 
items.

Delivery of  the boxes begins 
Dec. 1 and continues until all 
the gifts have been delivered. 
Donations can be dropped off  
without being packed or packed 
into standard shoeboxes – no 
children’s shoeboxes or boxes 
for boots. Ditty bags, 12-inches 
by 15-inches with a drawstring, 
can also be used to pack the 
gifts. 

Cummins also said she 
could use donations of  tape, 
Christmas paper, and empty 
shoeboxes.

New this year is a list on 
Amazon for people to shop 
online. The items will be sent 
directly to the Point Comfort 
Seafarers Center. Email 
Cummins at stellamaris@olgulf.
org for the Amazon link.

See SEA, Page A8

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The weather held long 
enough for the Annual Fly-In 
at the Calhoun County Airport 
Saturday to bring in some planes 
and a crowd.

A crowd of  about 60 to 70 
people was on hand to take in 
the World War II training planes, 
the home-built planes, and other 
aircraft that made it in. In the 
hanger, Texas 361 kept things in 
tune while attendees enjoyed a 
barbecue treat.

 “It’s our history,” said 
John Gilbert of  Fort Worth, who 
attended the show of  the World 
War II planes and other military 
training planes at the airport.

“I love the planes and enjoy 
watching the planes land and 
take off,” said Allen Grones of  
Hallettsville.

John Heitz flew his BT-13 
Vultee Valiant to the show from 
Manvel, which is near Houston.  

There are only 25 of  the 
11,500 planes left, which is one 

reason why Heitz and his wife 
decided to purchase it. 

“It’s rare, and it’s beautiful,” 
said Heitz, who ferries planes and 
has worked on planes such as the 
Vultee, which is how he came to 
know it.

The World War II vintage 
plane was the second step in 
preparing a pilot for flying jets. 
Pilots such as President George 
H.R. Bush, Chuck Yeager, and 
Tyrone Power trained in such 
planes.

The plane was designed 
in 1939. “It’s hard to believe it 
was designed using a slide rule 
and not a computer or CAD,” he 
said. “It was welded together by 
hand. And a crew of  ladies – they 
were working on planes, making 
ammunition and such – riveted 
them into place.”

Paul Almond also spent time 
around planes and worked for 
Boeing in Seattle.

“I don’t fly, but I love being 
around airplanes,” he said.

“He can tell which ones 
won’t pass inspection,” said Debi 

Almond with a smile.
Dennis and Carol Whitley 

were also on hand to check out 
the various planes. 

“These are classics,” Dennis 
said. “The homebuilt ones that 
take a long time and staying 
power to build one and fly it.”
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$10 DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS (includes sides & dessert)
Delivery in Port Lavaca and to Formosa & Dow

$10 LUNCH BOX 
COMBOS DAILY
Chicken Salad 
Sandwich or 

Savory Hand Pie. 
Comes with 1 side, 

dessert & drink

Wed., Oct. 27: Ghost Twice Bake Burger Bowl
Thurs., Oct. 28: Spooky Manicotti
Fri., Oct. 29: Boo-licious Mexican Pizza
Mon., Nov. 1: Disneyland Grilled Cheese or Thai 
Chicken Salad w/Broccoli Cheese Soup
Tues., Nov. 2: Taco Tuesday - Crispy Chipotle Chicken 
Tacos with Cilantro Lime Ranch

Holiday Hours (Nov. 1 - dec. 23): 361-551-0428
5287 McDonald Road, Port Lavaca

Every Thursday

Every Friday
Saturday, Oct. 30

Friday, Oct. 29
First Class Karaoke

No cover charge

Steak Night

CHS Football
First Class Karaoke

House DJ Music
No cover charge

Tina Jackson Band
Rock, Country, Blues

$10 cover charge

All Your Favorite Drinks, 
Burgers, Fries, Pizza, Chicken 
Bits & more. Perfect Weather 

Inside Drifters. Bring Your Party.

Halloween Bash Contest & Prizes Oct. 30

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Knock, Knock.
Who’s there?
Phillip!
Phillip who?
Phillip my bag with 

Halloween candy, please!
Youngsters – and the young 

at heart – will have plenty of  
opportunities to fill up with 
goodies for Halloween in Port 
Lavaca.

Kicking things off  is the 
Halloween Hangout at the 
Bayfront Peninsula Park, 
hosted by Parkway Church.

“We wanted to have 
an outreach event to the 
community,” said organizer 
Terri Quinn. “We wanted a fun 
outdoors event where we could 
invite all the kids to come out 
and enjoy themselves.”

The event is open to the 
public from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. “They will still have 
time to trick or treat in their 
own neighborhoods,” Quinn 
said.

Children can enjoy a round 
of  Snackcake Walk, Bean Bag 
Hole Toss, and get a temporary 
tattoo while enjoying some 
time outdoors.

“I would encourage people 
to come out for the fun and the 
fresh air. There is something 
to be said about one-stop 
shopping, and here they can 
eat, play games, and collect 
some candy, with time to spare 
if  they want to take their 
kids door-to-door for trick or 
treating,” she said.

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Friday: Port Lavaca 

Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center is hosting a Trunk or 
Treat 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
center, 524 Village Road.

Children can check out the 
cars decorated for Halloween 
while collecting some candy. 
There will be a fall-themed 
photo booth and Frito Pies.

Saturday: The ACES 
Social Club is hosting a Trunk 

Tricks and treats this weekend

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The Calhoun High School 
Band has been “rockin’ and 
rollin’” this year with its contest 
show, “The Time Machine.”

According to CHS Head 
Band Director Jaime Vela, the 
band began its competition 
season early with a Pre-UIL 
Marching contest in Beeville in 
September.

“Normally, we wouldn’t 
have tried for a contest so early 
in the season; however, Beeville 
was hosting the UIL Region 
Marching Contest. So it would 
be a smart thing to play there 
early so that the students can 
get used to their surroundings 
at a new place. We placed third 
in 4A,” said Vela.

The second contest was 
rained out, and the next was in 
Calallen.

“Calallen hosts one of  
the biggest contests in the 
area. To win there is to make 
a statement to all area bands. 
We won first place and scored 
Grand Champion over all of  
the participants. That was 
amazing,” said Vela. “Last 
week, we went back to Beeville 
for the UIL Music Region 14 
Marching Contest. We scored 
a 1st Division from all three 
judges.”

Because the band scored 
a 1st Division, it qualified to 
participate in the UIL Area 
Marching Contest in Calallen 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30. The 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

On a typical day in her 
life as a Jackson-Roosevelt 
Elementary School fourth 
grade student, Adley Svetlik 
changes from glittery workout 
clothes and sparkling white 
cheer shoes to grimy mud boots. 
She often tromps through mud 
and dirt to wash, walk, feed, 
and clean Duke, her sweet and 
cuddly market barrow pig. All 
of  her hard work paid off  as 
she showed Duke at the State 
Fair of  Texas in Dallas recently, 
competing against more than 
900 market barrows. Adley did 
not place at the fair but said she 
was grateful for the experience.

“Our son, Avery, started 
raising market swine for the 
Calhoun County Fair in 2018. 
Adley was able to begin showing 
two years later in 2020,” said 
mom and dad, Jenise and Jason 
Svetlik. “As a family, we have 

had a goal to raise an excellent 
quality animal to compete at 
the state level since the kids 
started showing pigs. We did 
that this year. We had planned 
for both of  our kids to show at 
the state level but decided to 
just take one this year. Duke 
was her pig from the day we 
brought him home, so she was 
the one to go to the show.”

According to Jenise, an 
exhibitor does not have to pre-
qualify to show at the State 
Fair of  Texas. Any 4-H or FFA 
student can show at that level. 
Adley and Avery are both 
members of  Calhoun County 
Junior FFA and the All Around 
4-H Club. There is a process for 
each exhibitor to obtain state 
tags for animal registration, 
register as an exhibitor by a 
specific deadline, and meet 
all of  the show requirements 
before taking an animal to the 

Siblings participate in State Fair of Texas Livestock Show

Calhoun High School Band 
performs award-winning show

The Calhoun Sandcrab Band will compete at the UIL Area E 
Marching Contest in Calallen Saturday,  Oct. 30. The competition 
is open to the public. Pictured are drum majors CJ Sanchez and 
Kary Xu. (Contributed photo)

Jagger Hobbs, 26 months, lands a fish at the fishing pool with a 
little help from his dad, Tracy Hobbs, while mom, Ashley Hobbs, 
looks on at the Castaway Lodge Youth Charities Pumpkin Patch 
fundraiser Saturday. Proceeds from the patch go to support 
various charities. (Photo by Joyce Turner)

Carl Byars holds up his daughter,  Sutton, so she can see inside 
the cockpit of the Vultee Valiant BT-13 plane that was brought 
out to the Annual Fly-In Saturday at the Calhoun County Airport. 
(Photo by Joyce Turner)

Annual fly-in attracts, planes, crowd

Ten-year-old Adley Svetlik shows her market barrow pig, Duke, at 
the State Fair of Texas. (Contributed photo)

Christmas at Sea underway

“If it looks easy, it’s because they have worked hard 
to make it look that way.” - Jaime Vela

See SIBLINGS, Page A2
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