
SOCIAL MEDIA

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
Commissioners’ Court is taking 
action to bring Memorial 
Medical Center back in line 
with the state statute on the 
creation of  rural hospitals and 
hospital districts following a 
budget workshop that included 
a multi-million dollar request 
for repairs to the hospital.

“It’s been kind of  lax for a 
while, an it’s always been done 
that way and that’s changing. 
We’re going by the rules and 
the state statute lays it out in 
black and white that the county 
hospital board has to answer to 
us,” said Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer.

The MMC board met with 
county commissioners during 
budget workshops in July, it 
was reported in an Aug. 28 
article. Capital funding for 2020 
included $2.849 million from the 
priorities list with $576,291 to be 
funded while more than $2.272 
million was proposed to be 
carried over into 2021. Building 
projects for 2020 were proposed 
at more than $5.141 million for 
a combined total of  more than 
$7.990 million.

The repairs and equipment 
upgrades were sorted into 
priorities. Topping the list of  
priority one list was a new 
HVAC and controls system, 
estimated to cost more than 
$1.85 million; a Hot and Chilled 
Water Plant, estimated to cost 

more than $1.03 million; and a 
new roof  system, estimated to 
cost more than $2.261 million.

During the workshop, 
the commissioners decided to 
go in stages on handling the 
priorities. 

“We’re not going to do it 
all at once and the county is 
going to oversee it since we’re 
writing the checks,” said Meyer 
previously about the budget. 
“This didn’t happen overnight 
and it’s going to take a lot of  
hard work to get it back. But it 
can’t all be done at one time.”

In addition, the 
commissioners have named the 
head of  maintenance for the 
county to oversee the project 
and approved a Request for 
Professional Engineering 
Services with G&W Engineering 
for the roof  and air conditioning 
at Memorial Medical Center 
during last Wednesday meeting.

Meyer said a timeline 
has been given to the board to 
straighten out the issues among 
those are percentage raises 
compared to flat raises for 
other county employees, paying 
full insurance and dental for 
board members instead of  the 
hospitalization only that the 
statute requires and meeting 
budgeting requirements.

On raises, Meyer said 
those are approved by the 
commissioners and “we’re not 
real happy the way it’s done. 
We’re going to do it the way it 
supposed to be done, at least 
while I am here.”

Meyer said the court is 
giving the board a chance to 
straighten things out otherwise 
“if  it’s not done, the court will 
step in and get it done. It’s their 
job and we’re going to let them 
work it out and report to use. If  
it is satisfactory, fine, if  not we’ll 
work on it.

“This all for the positive,” 
he said.

Monday, the county had 
its first public hearing on the 
proposed 2020 budget that 
includes a tax rate of  .5572 per 
$100 valuation, which is the roll 
back rate. The second public 
hearing is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
Sept. 13 in the Commissioners 
Courtroom.

“It’s the rollback rate 
with all of  the hospital repairs 
and the new EMS crew we’re 
implementing. Even with the 
increase we will be operating at 
a $1.5 million deficit. It’s been 
staying the same for long and 
the deficit kept getting bigger,” 
explained Meyer.

He pointed out Calhoun 
County ISD is lowering its tax 
rate and while the county’s 
is going up, taxpayers will be 
paying 3.25 less in total tax than 
last year.

“It was a tradeoff. The 
hospital deal was a surprise to 
us,” he said.

The fiscal year 2020 General 
Fund budget shows revenues of  
$23,686,384 with total expenses 
of  $25,116,972, a difference of  a 
minus $1,430,488.

Revenue comes from the 

following sources:
Property taxes: $17,887,000.
Sales taxes: $3,500,000.
Other taxes: $45,000.
Licenses and permits: 

$11,510.
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l : 

$173,421.
Fee: $1,371,633.
Fines & forfeitures: 

$173,100.
Interest: $300,000.
Other revenues: $224,720.
Expenditures are:
Salaries: $12,331,722.
Benefits: $3,665,570.
Supplies: $1,974,496.
Services: $5139,485.
Capital outlay: $1,005,699.
Road and Bridge for 

Precinct 1 was decreased by 
$61,482 to $1,062,422; Precinct 
was decreased by $141,856 
to $954,190; Precinct 3 was 
increased by $7,585 to $857,511; 
and Precinct 4 was decreased by 
$181,211 to $2,030,241.

The Sheriff’s Office 
budget was increased by 
$58,189 to $3,214,785 in part 
to accommodate deputy 
sailors, which would provide 
more resources when more 
manpower was required by the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Emergency Medical 
Services saw its budget increased 
by $732,942 to $3,650,635. The 
increase is to add another crew, 
which Director Dustin Jenkins 
said would reduce the number 
of  times when a total utilization 
of  resources occurred with the 
department.
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STAFF REPORT

The Cal-
houn County 
Narcotics Unit 
in conjunction 
with the Cal-
houn County 
Tactical Team 
s u c c e s s f u l -
ly executed a 
search and arrest warrant in 
Port Lavaca, Wednesday, Aug. 
4.

The Tactical Team 
entered the residence at 524 S. 
Nueces Street by deploying a 
distraction device upon entry, 
according to a press release.

Once the team made their 
way inside, they encountered 
several subjects in the living 
room and one subject in the 
master bedroom.

Detained at the scene were 
one female and five males.

Dustin James Carpenter, 
31, of  Port Lavaca, arrived 
at the residence later in the 
evening and was arrested after 
the execution of  the search 
warrant. Charges filed against 
him included manufacturing/
delivering a controlled 
substance greater than or equal 
to four grams, but less than 
200 grams, manufacturing/
delivering a controlled 
substance penalty group 2 
or 2-A less than one gram, 
manufacturing/delivering a 
controlled substance penalty 
group 3-4 less than 28 grams, 
possession of  a dangerous drug 
and possession of  marijuana.

Wesley Johnathon Byrd, 
24, of  Port Lavaca, was arrested 
for manufacturing/delivery 
of  a controlled substance 
greater than or equal to four 
grams, but less than 200 grams, 
manufacturing/delivering 
controlled substance penalty 
group 2 or 2-A less than 
one gram, manufacturing/
delivering controlled substance 
penalty group 3-4 less than 
28 grams, possession of  a 
dangerous drug and possession 
of  marijuana.

Brenda Beltran Rosales, 
47, of  Port Lavaca, Donald 
Lalonde, 32, of  Port Lavaca, 
Gregory Eugene Covey Sr., 
55, of  Port Lavaca, Gregory 
Covey Jr., 33, of  Port Lavaca 
and Timothy Nathaniel Covey, 
27, of  Port Lavaca, were all 
charged with manufacturing/
delivering controlled substance 
greater than or equal to four 
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High speed chase ends in wreck, arrests
STAFF REPORT

The Texas Department of  
Public initiated a vehicle chase 
last Thursday evening on Texas 
Farm Market Road 1090 that 
ended at the intersection of  U.S. 
Highway 87 North.

DPS Sergeant Ruben 
San Miguel said the chase 
was “terminated” after a 2009 
Black Chrysler crashed at the 
intersection of  FM 1090 and U.S. 
87 North.

The driver and passenger 
each had warrant issues out 
against them, according to San 
Miguel.

The driver, Derrek Sean 
Cardona, 35, of  Victoria, was 
issued a warrant for violation of  
probation for unauthorized use 
of  a vehicle, and the passenger, 
Amanda Nicole Vela, 36, of  Port 
Lavaca, had an outstanding 
warrant for theft of  property, 
according to San Miguel. 

Neither Cardona nor Vela 
was hurt. They were both taken 
into custody, San Miguel said.

A high speed chase that ended on the intersection of FM 1090 and North Texas Highway 87, Thursday, 
September 5. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County ISD 
school board posted a clear 
bag policy for stadium events 
Thursday, August 29, at their 
regularly scheduled meeting.

In a CCISD press release, 
the new policy is a continuing 
effort to improve safety and 
security for events held at 
Sandcrabs stadium.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols spoke to the 
Wave about the clear bag policy, 
and he said the one thing is to 
make the stadium safe and set 
up a barrier.

“We’re just trying to 
protect the fans on both sides; 
home and visitors,” Nichols 
said.

In the Corpus area and 
including Victoria ISD, Nichols 
said, a clear bag policy has been 
issued for their sporting events.

“If  you are going to walk 
into Victoria ISD, like we did 
last week, and be required to 
have clear bags, then why not 
have it here,” Nichols said.

Fans have time to get 
their clear bags before CCISD 
enforces the policy at the first 
home district game on October 
4, Nichols said.

He added a warning is to be 
issued early in the non-district 
games for those not using clear 
bags.

“That’ll get everyone to 
get their bag...and we want to 
be fair to people and give them 
a chance [to buy a clear bag],” 
Nichols said.

As of  now, the policy 
applies only to stadium events, 
and Nichols encourages 
parents traveling to Corpus and 
Victoria to attend basketball 
and volleyball events to utilize 

See CLEAR Page A8

In the policy, stadium seats 
without zippers/pockets 
are allowed, small purses/
clutches no longer than 6x9 
inches, one-gallon clear bag, 
and clear bags no larger than 
12x6x12 inches. (Jared Van 
Epps/Wave photo)

The Scouting Fish-O-Ree drew more than 60 boy and girl scouts along with their Scout leaders to the 
piers in Point Comfort for the 42nd annual event Saturday. Cristian Granado, left, and Lee Marshall 
get their hooks back in the water. It was the third year for Granado, 11, while Marshall, 6, was at his 
first event. (DD Turner/Wave photo)
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