
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

A year and a half  ago 
does not seem that long ago, 
but for avid fishermen and 
women the drought without a 
pier at the Bayfront Peninsula 
Park can seem like a lifetime.

The days are over on 
waiting for the pier to reopen.

The pier is open to the 
public for the first time since 
Hurricane Harvey destroyed 
it.

Harvey laid claim to 
many piers in the county 
when it made landfall in 
August 2017. One of  the city 
piers that it destroyed was the 
pier down at the bayfront.

After Harvey rolled 
through, the city quickly 
began to work with FEMA to 
begin the rebuild process. 

“We had to work with 
FEMA staff  to evaluate all 
of  the damages to determine 
what FEMA would be able 
to reimburse the city for 
repairs,” City Manager Bill 
DiLibero said. Then we hired 
an engineer (CHM2 out of  
Corpus Christi) to prepare 
a design and bid documents 
for the replacement of  the 
pier.  Then we issued a 
Notice of  Bid, reviewed bids 

and hired the contractor, 
Derrick Construction, who 
had the lowest bid and best 
references.”

The pier’s foundation 
and support structure stayed 
intact, but all the decking, 
handrails and lighting 
systems were destroyed, 

according to DiLibero.
DiLibero stated that they 

wanted the $361,500 project to 
be better equipped to handle 
and sustain future storms. 
Most of  the money spent will 
be reimbursable at 90 percent 
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Bayfront Peninsula Park pier opens

The Bayfront Peninsula Park has reopened to the public after 
being closed since Hurricane Harvey. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo) Want to be at the 

ribbon cutting?

n When: Feb. 9 at 9 
a.m.
n Where: Bayfront 

Peninsula Park in Port 
Lavaca

See PIER Page A5

Deeper 
story behind 
September 
tragedy
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

After a tragic incident 
in early September, local law 
enforcement said that it could 
have possibly been avoided.

A man was shot and later 
pronounced deceased at a local 
hospital after he opened fire 
on Calhoun County SWAT 
team. Calhoun County Sheriff  
Bobbie Vickery said they have 
been dealing with the man for 
nearly two years.

The man, whose family 
members wish to leave his 
name anonymous, apparently 
suffered from posttraumatic 
stress disorder and severe 
mental health issues, 
according to his mother.

Vickery said that CCSO 
had dealt with the man 
approximately 200 times in the 
past year and a half  for one 
thing or another.

“Every time we dealt with 
him it was obvious that there 
were signs of  mental issues,” 
Vickery stated.

CCSO would respond to 
calls from the man that people 
were out to get him, he could 
hear voices, but nothing was 
there.

“He said he would hear 
people and that people were 
there to kill him. He thought 
his family was in danger. He 
would call me and say mother 
they are here to kill me,” the 
mother said.

The man was a former US 
Marine, who had a lingering 
drug problem and served 
time in jail for four years, 
but recently, according to his 
mother he was clean from 
drugs.

The mother, Vickery along 
with CCSO and a local doctor 
all tried to get the man help 

See HEALTH Page A10

Municipal elections gearing up
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The filing deadline looms 
for five May 4 Municipal 
Elections.

Seats on the Calhoun Port 
Authority Board, Port Lavaca 
City Council, Calhoun County 
ISD, Seadrift City Council and 
Point Comfort City Council 
are up this time around.

The deadline to file in 
all these elections is Feb. 15 
before 5 p.m. 

CALHOUN PORT 
AUTHORITY

Five people have filed to 
run in District 4, currently 
held by Chairman Randy 
Boyd. Filing for the seat 
are Alvin Bland, Roger 
Hochgraber, Paul Lauterback, 
Luis De La Garza and Boyd.

J.C. Melcher has filed to 
retain his District 3 seat and 
no one else has filed to run 
against him.

So far, Dell Weathersby, 
who currently represents 
District 2, has filed for re-
election and no one else has 
filed.

The paperwork can be 
picked up at the Calhoun 
Navigation District, noted 
Port Director Charles 
Hausmann, for those 
interested in running. It needs 
to be returned by 5 p.m. Feb. 
15.

PORT LAVACA 
CITY COUNCIL

As yet, no one has filed 
to run for the two seats up for 
election on the PL council – 
District 5, currently held by 
Jim Ward, and District 4, held 
by Rosie Padron. Both are 
single districts for three-year 
terms.

Filing packets can be 
picked up at City Hall. As 
well, the information is online 
at portlavaca.org under the 
Departments/City Secretary 

tab.
“All the important 

dates are online as well as 
the documents,” said City 
Secretary Mandy Grant.

The deadline to return the 
paperwork is 5 p.m. Feb. 15.

POINT COMFORT 
CITY COUNCIL

Four seats will be on the 
ballot for the Point Comfort 
City Council election. 

Mitch McBride was 
appointed to fill the term 
of  Steve Lambden, who had 
resigned from the council 
in May 2018. The seat would 
be up for election at the next 
election. 

Also on the ballot are 
Councilmembers Kelli Hynes, 
Wes McKelvy and Linda 
Brush.

Paperwork to file for the 
positions can be picked up at 
Point Comfort City Hall. The 
deadline to file is 5 p.m. Feb. 
15.

SEADRIFT CITY COUNCIL
Three seats are up on the 

council and so far, only one 
person has filed.

Councilman Kenneth 
Reese has filed to retain the 
seat. Also up for election are 
June Cantrell, who serves 
as mayor pro-tem, and 
Councilman Geoffrey Hunt.

Filing paperwork can be 
picked up at the Seadrift City 
Hall and needs to be returned 
by 5 p.m. Feb. 15.

CALHOUN COUNTY ISD
Bill Harvey and David 

Gaskamp have filed for re-
election to the seats they 
currently hold on the school 
district’s board of  trustees. 
Harvey represents District 3 
while Gaskamp is an at-large 
position.

Paperwork to file can be 
picked up at the district office 
and returned by 5 p.m. Feb. 15.

All races were as of  2 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 4.

Two students hit by vehicle 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Two Calhoun High School 
student athletes were sent to 
Citizens Medical Center in 
Victoria around 11 a.m. on 
Monday after a red Nissan Titan 
hit them on Sandcrab Blvd. 

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols said a woman 
driving a red truck struck the 
students. She didn’t drive off  but 
stayed and he added the police 
interviewed her.

The Calhoun soccer team 
was running on the road with 
the head coach leading them in a 

van, according to Nichols.
Nichols said that CCISD 

has planned to install a running 
path on the property for students 
when the ground is dry.

According to CCISD Police 
Chief  Heather Montgomery, 
CCISD Police Department and 
Port Lavaca Police Department 

are working together in a joint 
investigation. 

The names, age, and 
classifications of  the students 
have not been revealed.  

At 5 p.m., the students 
were in stable condition at 
the hospital, according to 
Montgomery. 

The scene where two members of the Calhoun soccer team were struck by a vehicle on Sandcrab Blvd. Both students are in stable 
condition. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo

County 
officials to 
train for 
cyber security
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners approved cyber 
security training for county 
officials and staff  during their 
meeting Wednesday, Jan. 30.

IT Director Ron Reger 
told the court that the training 
could help staff  to recognize a 
phishing-type email.

Reger noted the county has 
good security and the firewall 
catches a great deal still “we had 
1,531 misses in January that got 
in,” he said,

The phishing emails look 
like they come from a person 
known to the recipient, but 
the line is malware that can be 
costly to the county’s server.

The training is offered free 
through the Texas Association 
of  Counties. The online 
course includes topics such as 
Social Engineering Threats, 
Preventing Ransomware, 
Password Best Practices, Safe 
Remote and Mobile Computing 
and Preventing Phishing.

According to the 
association, malicious emails 
are a daily occurrence while 
losses from ransomware attacks 
are around $150 million each 
year.

“This is what keeps me up 
at night,” Reger said.

In other business, the court, 
without Judge Richard Meyer 
who was at training:

-- Approved a requisition 

See COUNTY Page A6

TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Sandcrabs beat Veterans 
Memorial, 47-44 to stay alive 
in the playoff hunt.
Page B1

OBITUARIES, A4

“Do you not know that you are 
a temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you? If 
any man destroys the temple of 
God, God will destroy him, for 
the temple of God is holy, and 
that is what you are.”
1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Bernice Irene Neill Matson
David S. McCarty II
Rita Jo Garner Miller
Edith Peterson

Park meetings
The Calhoun County 

Parks Board is seeking 
public input on of  park 
rules. The rules being 
considered address traffic 
safety, acceptable behavior 
and activities, and the 
protection of  park facilities 
and habitat. The Board is 
also seeking the public’s 
ideas on improvements to the 
parks, consistent with their 
purpose that might increase 
public use and enjoyment. 
That input will be used 
by the Board to formulate 
formal recommendations to 
Commissioners Court for their 
consideration. The Board’s 
working draft of  park rules 
and potential improvement 
ideas is available for review 
on www.calhouncotx.org/
parks. Meetings are at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the Port 
O’Connor Community Center; 
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 7, at the 
Bauer Exhibit Building; and 6 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 8, at Magnolia 
Beach Fire Station.

‘Murder on the 19th Hole’
The Harbor Children’s 

Alliance and Victims Center 
will host a murder mystery 
comedy dinner theater, 
“Murder on the 19th Hole” 
Friday, Feb. 8, at the VFW 
Hall.  The Killer Cocktail hour 
will be from 6-7 p.m. followed 
by deadly dinner. Tickets are 
$50 each or $500 for a table of  
eight. The dress code is golf  
attire. Please RSVP before Feb. 
6. All proceeds will benefit The 
Harbor. For more information, 
call 361-552-1982.
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