
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Two decades ago, Bayside 
Community Church, located at 
25080 Hwy 172 in Port Lavaca, 
became a reality when Elsie 
Cole felt strongly that Olivia 
and the surrounding areas 
needed a church. She and her 
husband Emmett, who both 
grew up in the area, along 
with Emmett’s brother Leslie 
Cole, donated an acre of  land 
and Bayside Community 
Church was born in 1999. 
Emmett worked as an attorney 
in Victoria while Elsie, a 
homemaker, tended to their 
five children, and the family 
spent a `lot of  time at their bay 
house in Olivia.

Today, the church is 
overseen by Pastor Ruben and 
Shelley Castillo. The couple 
felt they were called by God 
to pastor the church April 12, 
2012. Pastor Ruben felt led 
by God for Bayside to be the 
healing place for God’s work in 

Olivia with Wednesday evening 
prayer and bible study. The 
event began with two people in 
attendance.

“The church has grown 
from less than 20 members in 
2012 to more than 100 today,” 
said Pastor Ruben Castillo. 

“The Coles donated two more 
acres of  land a few years ago, 
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Bayside Community Church, located at 25080 Hwy 172 in Port Lavaca, is raising funds to build a 
new 200-seat worship center/gymnasium with a 300-seat fellowship hall multi-purpose building. 
(Contributed photo)
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Hurricane 
season is far 
from over

Flip Flop Festival rocks weekend
Despite losing its headliner twice, Flip Flop turns out another successful festival

From right, Ann Lerma, of Port Lavaca, Kim Hollister, of Port Lavaca, Jaime Schneider, of Cuero, and Amanda Yrios, of Lorena, celebrating after competing in the Flip 
Flop Flinging contest Saturday during the 2019 Flip Flop Festival at Bay Front Peninsula Park. Hollister took first place and Lerma placed second. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Flip Flop Festival returned 
to Bay Front Peninsula Park 
for 2019 last weekend with new 
additions.

  This year the Redfish 
Elite Series hosted their 

fishing tournament, and many 
participated in the tourney 
beginning on Friday.

Jordan Gonzales, of  
Pleasanton, participated in the 
tournament, and he said joining 
tournament it is something that 
he enjoyed.

“It’s my break away from 

work, but at the same time I 
stay competitive,” Gonzales 
said. “And there is no better 
place than Port Lavaca.”

Gonzales said this wasn’t 
his first time to visit the Port 
Lavaca area. He said his family 
has gone down to the Aransas 
Pass area many times and 

added that Port Lavaca and 
Port O’Connor are the places 
that he loves.

The Elite Redfish Series 
had a film crew on location for 
their show on the Discovery 
Channel, and it will air 
sometime this fall.

The flip-flop flinging 

contest returned again this 
year, with Kim Hollister 
taking home first place and 
Ann Lerma placing second. 
Both contestants are from Port 
Lavaca.

Lerma was the oldest 

See FLIP FLOP Page A7

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Hurricane Dorian climbed 
towards Category 5 status as it 
headed for the East Coast, local 
and state insurers want to 
remind people that hurricane 
season is far from over.

Hurricane Harvey hit Port 
Lavaca and the mid-coast of  
Texas more than two years ago, 
leaving a swath of  destruction 
in its wake.

“The official source 
for hurricane information 
is the National Hurricane 
Center, www.hurricanes.
gov,” said John Metz, Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service in Corpus Christi.

So with the peak of  the 
2019 season here, residents 
are encouraged to start 
preparations that include 
making sure insurance is 
up to date, having a plan for 
evacuation, gathering supplies 
and preparing your property, 
said Metz.

“Hurricanes are life-
changing events. Harvey hit 
50 miles from here, and Port 
Lavaca didn’t get the worst 
of  a direct hit, but there was 
significant damage,” said Metz.

Felicia Van Frank, public 
affairs specialist for State 
Farm Insurance, said that 
people need to check their 
policies and make sure they 
have all the insurance they 
need.

“Talk to your insurance 
agent,” she said.

Residents need to 
remember that wind and 
flood insurance are separate 
policies from their homeowner 
insurance. Flood is provided 
through a federal program 
while Texas Windstorm 
Insurance Association helps 
provide wind insurance.

“It is human nature 
to wait, and policies spike 
when a storm is there,” said 
Camille Garcia, director of  
Communications and Public 
Relations for the Insurance 
Council of  Texas.

People can purchase 
flood insurance until there is 
a named storm in the Gulf  of  
Mexico, but it is not effective 
until 30 days after purchase, 
added Garcia.

Renters also need to make 
sure they have insurance to 
cover the contents of  their 
apartments. “There is the 
misconception that the owner 
provides renters insurance, 
and they don’t. It’s critical to 
people and not that expensive,” 
said Garcia.

Fraud is another area 
people are encouraged to be 

See INSURANCE Page A2

CCISD 
approves 
clear bag 
policy, budget
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

CCISD School Board held 
its regularly scheduled meeting 
Thursday, August 29, at the 
CCISD Administrative Building 
boardroom.

  The board approved a 
clear bag policy as part of  
the changes to the student 
handbook, and it will take 
effect at the first district home 
game, Friday, October 4.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols said it is only in 
effect at the stadium now, and 
he added it provides additional 
safety.

In the student handbook, 
the items that’ll be allowed in 
the stadium are stadium seats 
without zippers/pockets, small 
purses that are no larger than 
six by nine inches, one-gallon 
clear storage bags, and clear 
bags/backpacks no larger than 
12 inches x 6 inches x 12 inches.

In the policy, there are 
exceptions, including diaper 
bags with the child present, 
medically necessary items, 
media equipment with valid 
credentials. All bags will be 
subject to searches to ensure 
safety in the stadium, the 
guideline stated.

Nichols said he saw this 
rule in action while attending 
the Sandies’ volleyball game at 
Victoria East High School last 
Tuesday, August 27.

“It was the first thing; they 
walked up and saw the gold 
bag, and I had to walk back to 
the car to put something up and 

See CCISD Page A7

Church to host memorial fishing tournament

See FISHING Page A7

County proposes $60 million budget for fiscal year 2020
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The first public hearing 
on the proposed more than $60 
million Calhoun County budget 
for the fiscal year 2020 will be 9 
a.m. Monday, Sept. 9.

The second public hearing 
will be at 9 a.m. Sept. 13. The 
second public hearing will 
be at 9 a.m. Sept. 13. The 
Commissioners’ Courtroom of  
the Calhoun County Courthouse 
will hold both meetings.

During its Wednesday, 
Aug. 28, meeting, the court 
approved changes to the 
Rules and Regulations for the 
Fairgrounds and Agricultural 
Building Facilities.

“Some of  these changes 
recommended by the Texas 
Department of  Health mainly 
concern cleaning supplies, 
towels and such,” said 
Commissioner David Hall. 
“This makes it so the county is 
not responsible for the function 
and is geared mainly toward 

selling (food).”
Previously the rent for 

the Bauer Building had been 
changed to $250 without the use 
of  the kitchen and $450 with the 
kitchen.

Also added was a fee of  
$650 for non-emergency fire 
suppression activation.

The rule changes also 
include users need to supply 
their own dish detergent, 
towels and cleaning supplies, 
along with their own first aid 
kit, bodily function kit, and 

bleach test strips. Another 
change is that groups serving 
food to the public must have 
a food handlers certificate or 
be a certified food manager, 
and this includes benefits and 
fundraisers.

Rate changes for the Port 
O’Connor Community Center 
were also approved as was an 
additional $100 key deposit. 
Commissioner Gary Reese said 
there is a problem with keys not 

See COUNTY Page A12

ERNEST B. DIERLAM 
CHARLOTTE F. MANUEL

Whoever confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of  God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. 
We have come to know and 
have believed the love which 
God has for us. God is love, 
and the one who abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides 
in him.

1 JOHN 4:15-16


