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SPECIAL TO THE WAVE
Houston - Texas-based 

energy company Max Midstream 
announced the acquisition 
of the Seahawk Pipeline and 
Terminal from Oaktree Capital 
at the Port of Calhoun with plans 
for a historic pipeline that will 
connect the Port directly to both 
Eagle Ford and Permian Basins 
to transport up to 20 million 
barrels of crude oil a month to a 
revitalized terminal at the Port.

Exports will begin with the 
completion of the first phase 
in late 2020, and the second 
phase project is expected to be 
completed by 2023.

“This is a great day not only 
for the Texas oil industry but for 
the state as a whole, as more than 
1,000 jobs will be created,” said 
Todd Edwards, president of Max 
Midstream. “At a time when the 
oil and gas market is down, this 
project and partnership reflects 
proof that Texas is bouncing 
back and will remain resilient 
in being the world’s leader in oil 
production.”

“This is a great opportunity 
to continue to grow the port 
and attract industry to Calhoun 
County,” said Port Director 
Charles Hausmann. The port 
plans to build three new berths 
that accommodate larger 
ships and as part of the public-
private partnership, Max 
Midstream will pay for widening 

and deepening of the port. 
Specifically, Edwards noted 
that the Impact Data Source 
consultants have performed a 
comprehensive economic impact 
study and found the project will 
create 474 direct new jobs and 
another 598 construction-related 
jobs over the next ten years. 
These new jobs will span across 
the state as there will be work 
building the pipeline throughout 
parts of Texas.

During this process, Max 
Midstream will be investing up 
to $1 billion in the overall project. 

The key to exporting 
Texas oil is transporting the 

commodity at an economic 
price from the sources to the 
ports, either through Houston or 
Corpus Christi ports, which are 
typically at or near full capacity 
with congestion. This project 
represents a game-changer as 
it will open a third option — the 
Port. Currently, Max Midstream 
has agreements for three pipeline 
interconnects — one with Kinder 
Morgan Crude and Condensate, 
one to the Gray Oak, and one to 
Victoria Express. Max Midstream 
currently operates the Seahawk 
pipeline that connects the Kinder 
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By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

It has been a long time 
coming, but 5D Steakhouse in 
Port O’Connor is ready to open 
its doors to Calhoun County.

Nearly two years ago, 5D 
owner Brianne Dlugosch, of  
Yorktown, had a plan to open 
in the summer of  2019, but due 
to some setbacks, then throw 
in COVID-19, and the date 
continued to get pushed back.

“It has been a rough road, 
to say the least. COVID played 
a huge factor. It really slowed 
down construction to different 
variables,” Dlugosch said. “We 
are finally getting out of  that.”

5D Steakhouse is set to 
open Nov. 14 of  this year, and 
although it is in what is called 
an offseason in Port O’Connor, 
Dlugosch said she and her 
team have put together plans to 
attract people to come to check 
out the only steakhouse in the 
county.

“We have a lot of  plans 
and exciting things that we are 
going to be doing during the 
winter months to entice people 
to come into town and check us 
out,” Dlugosch said.

Dlugosch could not 
describe in words the feeling 
of  being able to announce the 
long-anticipated opening of  5D 
Steakhouse.

“It is an overwhelming 
feeling, and words cannot 
explain our excitement. It has 
been a two-year road to get 
here,” she said.

The Port O’Connor location 
is one of  three 5D locations, with 
the other two being in Victoria 
and Yorktown. Dlugosch said 
the Port O’Connor steakhouse 
boasts a coastal feel and one 
that is unique from the others.

“We have a lot of  unique 
things that will be available. 
It is going to stand out from 
the other 5-D locations. It will 
not look anything like them in 
terms of  the atmosphere. The 
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Coffey 
Anderson 
to close out 
Bayfront Beats

Judge 
approves bars 
to open Oct. 
14

God & Country Parade

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

First responders and members of the community came together Saturday evening in a parade deemed “God and Country.” The parade 
turned out a lot of participants with Calhoun County Judge Richard Meyer and Calhoun County Sheriff Bobbie Vickery leading the way 
on horseback. (Photo by Tania French)
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Calhoun County 
businesses will be able to 
operate at 75 percent capacity 
on Oct. 14 following the new 
metric Governor Greg Abbott 
announced in his Executive 
Order GA32.

The GA32 metric for 
calculating hospitalization 
rate is seven consecutive 
days in which the number 
of  COVID-19 hospitalized 
patients as a percentage of  total 
hospital capacity exceeds 15 
percent. This order supersedes 
Executive Order GA30, where 
the hospitalization rate was 
calculated by seven consecutive 
days in which the number 
of  COVID- 19 hospitalized 
patients as a percentage of  all 
hospitalized patients exceeds 15 
percent.

Our hospital region now 
has a 10 percent capacity of  
hospitalized patients versus 

TISD acquires 
Wavenet 
Wireless

Major oil pipeline coming to Calhoun port Surviving the COVID-19 battle

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

A local internet provider 
sold its company to another local 
internet provider for all the right 
reasons.

Wavenet Wireless was 
acquired by TISD on Sept. 
30, both of which are local to 
Calhoun County, and both 
companies want and have made 
sure that the customers have 
a seamless transition moving 
forward.

John and Blair Kelly created 
Wavenet Wireless in 2015 with a 
local thought in mind.

“We believe small-town 
residents should have access 
to affordable, hassle-free, high-
speed internet,” Wavenet’s 
website states.

With that same local thought 
in mind, the Kellys wanted to 
be able to focus more on their 
family, rather than the nonstop 
work that came with operating 
an internet business.

Blair Kelly said they had to 
work every day, even on holidays, 
for the past five years, and it was 
time to focus on other things.

“We felt it was time to devote 
more time to our four young 

A major oil pipeline is coming to the Calhoun County Port. The 
project is expected to be complete in 2023. (Wave file photo)

Jose “Cookie” Mendoza prepares to Facebook live the donation 
of a truck, TV and power washer by Affordable Auto. (DD Turner/
Wave photo)

See PORT Page A10A10

CCSO adds new drug dog

See INTERNET Page A10A10

5D Steakhouse to open Nov. 14

See 5D Page A8A8

See BARS Page A8A8

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

“The biggest moment in my 
life was the day I got the phone 
call. The doctor called and said, 
‘Mr. Mendoza your wife, at 
any moment, is going to pass 
away.’ That is the closest I was 
going to be with her when she 
passed was on the telephone. I 
went outside and dropped to my 
knees and started praying.”

Four months ago, life 
was going as planned for 
the Mendoza family. Jose 
and Georgina Mendoza, who 

were both born and raised 
in Port Lavaca, were blessed 
with four children and two 
grandchildren. The couple 
was living life to its fullest 
even after the beginning of  the 
novel coronavirus, COVID-19 
pandemic began. Their world as 
they knew it began to crumble 
while most were celebrating the 
Fourth of  July holiday.

The couple had taken 
the pandemic seriously 
and had been practicing 
all recommended safety 

See COVID-19 Page A2A2
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Country singer and 
songwriter, Coffey Anderson, will 
take the Bayfront Beats Concert 
Series stage this Saturday at 
Bayfront Peninsula Park in Port 
Lavaca as part of his Mr. Red 
White & Blue tour.

COFFEY ANDERSON

See BEATS Page A8A8

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
Commissioners Court was 
taken over by the wag of  a 
tail Monday, Oct. 5, with the 
introduction of  the new K9 
officer.

Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Canine Deputy James Monroy 
introduced the court to Lima, 
a springer spaniel, the county 
will use for drug interdiction.

“She’s an experienced 
and certified drug dog,” said 
Monroy. “She can get into 
smaller places and under cars. 
She knows what she is looking 
for.”

Another point in Lima’s 
favor is being a retriever, which 
makes her effective on boats.

“I plan to go out with the 
game wardens on the boats,” 
Monroy said. “Drugs are often 
brought in by boat.”

The 2 1/2-year-old-spaniel 
spent the past month bonding 
with Monroy. “She’s with me 
24/7, but if  I get a chance to 
take a vacation, she will be 
boarded,” he said.

The duo recently started 
training together to begin 
working as a fluid team. She 
has the experience, having 
worked sniffing out drugs for 

See LIMA Page A2A2
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