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Once again, the community 
will line the streets of  Port 
Lavaca and wait for the rat, 
tat, tat of  the drums from the 
Calhoun High School band from 
a distance. That sound means 
the annual Calhoun County 
Fair parade is on the way to kick 
off  the Calhoun County Fair.

The Calhoun County 
Fair and Parade was canceled 
last year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Though not back 
to 100-percent, the Calhoun 
County Fair will return this 
year with many of  its normal 
events.

“I think it’s a great time 
for the community to see we 
are coming back into some 
normalization in the middle 
of  a pandemic,” said Calhoun 
County Fair board member and 
Fair Parade Chairman Amanda 
Gonzalez. “The kids have 
faced a lot of  changes, and the 

parade and fair can give them 
something to look forward to.”

This year’s parade theme is 
“Enriching Our Community”. 
Leading the parade as the Grand 
Marshal is Calhoun County 
Independent School District 
Superintendent Larry Nichols.

“The parade is dedicated to 
the teachers of  Calhoun County. 
The theme is basically anything 
goes, and any organization 
can show what they feel would 
be a representation of  the 
community,” said Gonzalez. 
“They can also put a spin 
with it, including teachers or 
education.”

The parade will begin at 
10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 9, and 
entries are still being sought. 
Gonzalez said she hopes to have 
at least 40 entries. The parade 
usually consists of  marching 
bands, dance teams, bike and 
motorcycle clubs, political 
teams, civic and non-profit 
groups, commercial businesses, 
decorated vehicles, local school 

groups, queen contestants, and 
so much more from local and 
surrounding areas.

“The parade is open to 
anyone - any age - and any 
organization- individuals or 
groups. We encourage everyone 
to join the fun and show us your 
entries. There is no entry too 
small or big. We love variety,” 
said Gonzalez.

Lineup will begin at 7 
a.m. at Sandcrab Stadium and 
proceed down Sam Faubion St., 
turn right on Virginia Street, 
and end at Bayfront Peninsula 
Park. All entries in the parade 
should be in line by 9 a.m. for 
safety reasons. Individuals 
walking in the parade must 
be dropped off  by 9:30 a.m. at 
Travis Middle School. Entry 
numbers must be displayed on 
the driver’s door to be judged. 
Judges will be set up at REMAX 
Land and Homes. There will be 
one overall grand champion and 
first, second, and third places 
for each division.

Life-long community 
member Susie Verheijen said 
her family looks forward to the 
fair parade every year.

“We would get there at 
least an hour early to get a good 
place to see the parade. It was a 
fun community thing to do, and 
you see people you haven’t seen 
in years,” said Verheijen. “You 
visit with people; see different 
people with different floats. It is 
neat to see the young children in 
the community doing stuff.”

This year, Verheijen and 
her husband Jorma will join in 
the parade with the jeep club, 
Coastal Jeeps and Shenanigans.

For more information or to 
enter the parade, call Amanda 
Gonzalez at 361-482-8464 or 
Marissa Almanzar at 361-571-
0837.

Another crowd favorite is 
the Calhoun County Fair Queen 
Pageant. Eight contestants are 
vying for the title of  Calhoun 
County Fair Queen. The 
winner will receive a $1,000 

scholarship, with the first 
runner up receiving $750 and 
the second runner up receiving 
a $500 scholarship upon 
graduation. The queen will be 
crowned Tuesday, Oct. 12, at the 
Calhoun County Fairground 
Pavilion. Contestants consist 
of  Calhoun County residents in 
ninth through twelfth grades. 
Miss contestants are in sixth 
through eighth grades. Junior 
Miss contestants are in third 
through fifth grades, and Little 
Miss and Mister contestants 
are in kindergarten through 
second grades. More than 40 
contestants will compete for one 
of  the fair pageant titles.

The junior livestock show 
will be held Wednesday, Oct. 
13, at the Calhoun County 
Fairgrounds. The junior 
livestock auction will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14. 
Calhoun County Extension 
Agent/4-H Development Agent 
Emilee Deforest said there are 
102 youth showing animals in 

the 2021 Calhoun County Fair 
Youth Livestock Show and 
Auction.

“The Junior Livestock 
Auction is such an important 
aspect of  the livestock show, as 
it teaches youth that the hard 
work and effort put into their 
livestock projects is valued,” 
Deforest said. 

Twins McKynzie and 
Coltyn Judd have raised animals 
for seven years for the Calhoun 
County Youth Livestock Show. 
McKynzie said the money raised 
goes into a savings account for 
college for her and her brother. 

“I’m really happy that 
everything is going to be normal 
this year. Having family and 
friends there at the livestock 
show makes it much more 
exciting. I feel like having the 
exhibitors back at the auction 
will help businesses see the 
hard work that we put into our 
projects,” said Coltyn Judd. 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
students have a new opportunity 
to join the CHS National Naval 
Defense Cadet Corps.

The program is lead by 
Senior Naval Science Instructor 
Nicholaus Berg, MACS (SW/
AW) USN (Ret), and is striving 
to become a full-fledged Navy 
Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps program soon.

“The NJROTC accredited 
curriculum emphasizes 
citizenship and leadership 
development, as well as 
our maritime heritage, the 
significance of  sea power, 
and naval topics such as 
the fundamentals of  naval 
operations, seamanship, 
navigation, and meteorology,” 
said Berg. “Classroom 
instruction is augmented 
throughout the year by 
extra-curricular activities of  
community service, academic, 
athletic, drill and orienteering 
competitions, field meets, 
flights, visits to naval or other 
activities, marksmanship, 
sports training, and physical 
fitness training.”

The mission of  the program 
is to promote patriotism, develop 
informed and responsible 
citizens, develop respect for 
constructed authority, develops 
leadership potential, promotes 
high school completion 
and higher education, promote 

community service, develop 
a high degree of  personal 
honor, self-reliance, individual 
discipline and leadership, 
provide an alternative to gangs, 
and provide the incentive to live 
healthy and drug-free. There 
are currently 35 students in the 
program.

“Based on what they have 
told me, I would say that a 
little more than half  of  them 
plan on serving our country. 
The students have pride in 
themselves and the community, 
self-confidence, a sense of  
belonging to something 
more, discipline, respect for 
authority within a chain of  
command, patriotism, and a 
push to do and be something 
more than they realized they 
could be,” said Berg.

“Also, students can compete 
for many different scholarships, 
and as Senior Naval Science 
Instructor, I can nominate a 
maximum of  three eligible 
cadets each year to compete 
for U.S. Naval Academy 
appointments and a school’s 
administrators of  host schools 
designated as Distinguished 
Units with Academic Honors 
may nominate three eligible 
NNDCC cadets as candidates 
for appointment to the U.S. 
Naval Academy, U.S. Military 
Academy, and U.S. Air Force 
Academy in addition to the 
three nominations above to the 

See CADET, Page A10

See FAIR, Page A10
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5287 McDonald Road, Port Lavaca

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Friday, Oct. 8

Saturday, Oct. 9

First Class Karaoke
No cover charge

Steak Night

CHS Football
First Class Karaoke

House DJ Music
$5 cover charge

Drifters House Band 
Live Country Music

$10 cover charge
All Your Favorite Drinks, 
Burgers, Fries, Pizza and 
more. Perfect Weather 

Inside Drifters.
Bring Your Party.

Halloween Bash 
Contest & Prizes

Oct. 30

Parade to kick off 2021 County Fair

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The soil that will go under 
the new skate park needed 
work before construction can 
begin.

The Port Lavaca City 
Council approved the bid of  
Lester Contracting to do the 
subgrade preparation work 
during its special meeting 
Monday, Sept. 27.

Lester was the low bidder 
at $49,512, which will come 
out of  the remaining $190,000 
that was budgeted for 
additional improvements.

The city hired 
SPASkatepark to build the 
structure at Wilson Park for 
$270,000. The contract was 
based on an assumption of  
a 12-inch select fill below the 

concrete.
Jody Weaver, interim 

city manager, said when 
soil testing was done, the 
geotechnical report showed 
the soil to be expansive with a 
four-inch vertical rise.

To avoid significant 
structural cracking, the 
vertical rise needs to be one 
inch or less, said Weaver.

The least expensive of  the 
alternatives considered to 
prepare the subgrade to meet 
the vertical rise requirement 
was to cut four feet of  lime-
stabilized 24-inch subgrade 
and then backfill with four feet 
of  select fill. SPASkatepark 
helped to bid out the project.

The city had budgeted close 
to $350,000 for the project. 
The remaining $190,000 was 
to be used for additional 

improvements such as 
sidewalks and lighting. There 
would be $140,000 remaining 
for such projects.

Weaver pointed out that 
solar lights are around $5,000 
each and sidewalks are about 
$50 per linear foot.

In other business, the 
council:

 - Approved renewing the 
application with the Texas 
Department of  Housing 
and Community Affairs 
to continue to participate 
in the HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program, 
Homeowner Reconstruction 
Assistance Program.

 - Met in a workshop 
to hear a presentation on 
substandard buildings for 
demolition and the AMI 
Water Meter system.

Soil upgrade for skate park OK’dNew program offered to students

Retired Calhoun County Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2, Calvin Anderle, is presented a plaque 
from fellow justices of the peace, from left, Tanya Dimak, Precinct 3; Nancy Pomykal, Precinct 
5, and Hope Kurtz, Precinct 1 Wednesday, Sept. 29, during the Calhoun County Commissioners’ 
Court meeting. The court-appointed Kurtz to take over the precinct 2 duties at a pay of 70 percent 
of the current Precinct 2 salary.  Anderle’s retirement was effective Oct. 1 with a year and three 
months of his second term left. Anderle was elected to two terms as JP and also worked at the 
Calhoun County Detention Center. (Joyce Turner/Wave photo)

Anderle says goodbyeCalhoun High School National Naval Defense Cadet Corps 
members post colors before a Sandcrab football game. 
Pictured, from left, are: Chasity Kunze, Troy Sonsel, Christina 
Jaramillo and Justin Harris. The group is lead by Senior Naval 
Science Instructor Nicholaus Berg, MACS (SW/AW) USN (Ret). 
(Sherry Ficklen/Wave photo)

STAFF REPORT

A Port O’Connor res-
ident was killed when he 
struck a deer on State High-
way 185 Sunday night. 

James Burnett, 70, of  
Port O’Connor, was pro-
nounced dead at 7:25 Sunday 
evening by Calhoun County 
Justice of  the Peace, Pre-
cinct 5, Nancy Pomykal, 
after he was transferred by 
Calhoun County EMS to Me-
morial Medical Center.

Texas Department of  
Public Safety Sgt. Ruben San 
Miguel said the accident is 
still under investigation.

Burnett was riding his 
2012 Harley-Davidson mo-
torcycle east on Highway 
185 around 6:34 p.m. when 
he struck a deer in the road. 
The impact threw Burnett, 
who was wearing his helmet, 
off  into the westbound lane.

“Motorcycles are very 
unforgiving,” said San Mi-
guel.

Motorcycle 
crash claims  
one life


