
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

There will be thunder in the 
sky as airplanes of  all varieties 
descend on the Calhoun County 
Airport for the Annual Fly-In 
Event on Saturday, weather, free 
of  natural thunder, permitting, 
of  course.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., featuring warbirds such 
as the BT-13, T-6s, P-51s, and 
others. There will be barbecue 
and Texas 361 performing in the 
hanger.

“We’ve been trying to get a 
B-25, and we’re getting close,” 
said Lou Svetlik, who operates 
Gateway Flight Center at the 
airport and is putting on the 
show.

The fly-in had originally 
been scheduled for the spring, 
but bad weather forced its 
cancellation.

“If  the weather cooperates, 
this will be about the fourth one 
that we’ve had. Each year, we 
meet more and more people and 
their acquaintances that enjoy 
coming here and participating,” 
he said. “My sons and their 
friends cook up the barbecue, 
and we have a full spread of  
barbecue.”

Svetlik said a variety of  
planes, from the warbirds and 
general aviation planes to the 
experimental or home-built 
ones that have become very 
popular, will be in attendance.

Scheduling has been 
difficult because many 
organizers are waiting until the 
last minute to schedule due to 
COVID-19. “Everyone waits to 
the last minute, and then there 
are two or three events on the 
same weekend.”

R e m o t e - c o n t r o l l e d 
planes will also be making an 
appearance, so “it will be fun 

for the whole family. There are 
different kinds of  things,” he 
said. “We welcome everyone to 
come out.”

THE CENTER
The Gateway Flight Center 

offers ramp space for visitors, 
fuel, hangar space rentals, and 
maintenance, as well as a flight 
school.

“Probably the biggest 
business we offer is general 
aviation maintenance, where 
we do inspections and repairs,” 
Svetlik said. “So that keeps us 
pretty busy between the fuel 
sales, the flight school, and, if  
the weather is pretty good, we’re 
busy.”

The company has four 
full-time and four part-time 
employees and has been at the 
airport since 2017.

COVID had its impact, 
especially in the early stages 
when people were not traveling, 
he said. However, it evolved to 
where people who were tired 
of  being locked down but were 
reluctant to use commercial air 
travel started using personal 
travel to come down to Port 
Lavaca to go fishing or just to do 
something different.

The freeze had a big impact 
on fishing as it killed a lot of  
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Every Thursday

Every Friday Saturday, Oct. 23

Friday, Oct. 22
First Class Karaoke

No cover charge

Steak Night
CHS Football

First Class Karaoke
House DJ Music
$5 cover charge

First Class Karaoke
House DJ Music
$5 cover charge

All Your Favorite Drinks, 
Burgers, Fries, Pizza, Chicken 
Bits & more. Perfect Weather 

Inside Drifters. Bring Your Party.

Halloween Bash Contest & Prizes Oct. 30 1 Virginia Place, Ste. A, Port Lavaca | 361-935-2253 | Mon.-Fri.: 4:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat.: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

$10 DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS (includes sides & dessert)
Delivery in Port Lavaca and to Formosa & Dow

$10 LUNCH BOX 
COMBOS DAILY
Chicken Salad 
Sandwich or 

Savory Hand Pie. 
Comes with 1 side, 

dessert & drink

Wed., Oct. 20: Mexican Chicken with Cheese Sauce
Thurs., Oct. 21: Chicken Spaghetti
Fri., Oct. 22: BBQ Chicken Pizza
Mon., Oct. 25: Fig & Prosciutto Salad; Halloween 
                             Charcuterie Box
Tues., Oct. 26: Pepperoni Pizza Skulls

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

It was a record-setting 
year at the Calhoun County 
Fair, which ran Oct. 12-16 at the 
Calhoun County Fairgrounds, 
with the Thursday auction 
bringing in $487,950, the 
unofficial auction total before 
add-ons are included.

The day before the auction, 
five first-place pigs wandered 
around the show pen, prodded 
now and then by their handlers 
as the judge looked each one 
over.

After complimenting the 
competitors on the quality of  
their pigs, he selected the pig 
of  Nicole Brown as the grand 
champion.

“A lot of  hard work 
definitely paid off,” said Brown, 
who is in her third year of  
showing pigs.

Coltyn Judd, who has 
shown pigs for seven years, 
added another title to his total – 
reserve grand champion.

“It was amazing,” he said, 
hurrying to get to the football 
game that night.

Amid the sounds in the 
show barn, Madisyn Cossey 
managed to snag a few zzzs.

“She’s worked hard. She 
was up at five this morning,” 
said Crystal Cossey, who, along 
with Jeremiah Cossey, watched 
over her.

Fair auction sets record

Nicole Brown chases down her grand champion pig after receiving her ribbon in the livestock barn 
at the Calhoun County Fairgrounds Wednesday. (Photo by Joyce Turner)

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
Athletic Trainers will celebrate 
20 years of  recognizing October 
as breast cancer awareness 
month by selling pink shirts. 
The community is asked to 
wear the pink shirts during the 
annual “pink out” Sandcrab 
football game Friday, Oct. 29.

CHS Head Athletic trainer 
Frank Parker said his mother 
was diagnosed with cancer 20 
years ago.
“My mother was diagnosed in 
2001 along with some student 
trainers’ family members,” 

said Parker. “So we decided to 
sell pink shirts and give money 
to an organization or to people. 
We have been selling pink shirts 
for 20 years, and my mother is 
still cancer-free.”

For the last 15 years, the 
trainers have partnered with 
Guardians of  Hope. Their goal 
is to donate funds raised to a 
Calhoun County Independent 
School District employee that is 
dealing with cancer.

“Roughly, we have donated 
about $3,000 a year, which adds 
up to about $60,000 over the past 
20 years,” said Parker. “We are 
hoping to raise at least $3,000 
this year as well.”

“In November, the students 

will meet and interact with 
Guardians of  Hope and the 
recipients chosen to receive 
the funds,” said Parker. “They 
see and hear how grateful the 
recipients are for the help and 
support. Lots of  smiles and 
tears are shared. I think it 
opens their eyes to other needs 
and how we can affect them.”

“There are only 500 shirts, 
and when they are gone, they 
are gone,” said Parker. 

The cost for a pink out 
shirt is $20 for short sleeves 
and $25 for long sleeves and 
can be purchased by contacting 
a student athletic trainer 
or calling the CHS athletic 
training room at 361-552-3775.

Athletic trainers commemorate 20 years of pink out shirts

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A resolution aimed to 
prevent an end-run around the 
state’s water rights system was 
approved by the Port Lavaca 
City Council.

The resolution calls for 
a contested case hearing on a 
bed and banks application by 
the San Antonio Water System, 
which would subordinate 
the water rights of  everyone 
downstream of  San Antonio as 
well as water rights that have 
been in use for more than 100 
years.

James Murphy, a water 
rights lawyer with offices in San 
Antonio and Austin, said the 
San Antonio Water System had 
filed a banks and bed application 
in 2013 to “ostensibly to benefit 
San Antonio Bay by dedicating 
50,000 acre-feet of  sewer water 
out of  their plants to the bay 
and estuaries.”

That application was 
defeated as the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority 
contested it to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality, where it was tabled.

“But in water matters 
where you can make money, 
they are like vampires coming 
back from the dead, even in 
this case when you thought you 
had driven a stake through its 
heart.”

At the heart of  the issue 
is the use of  groundwater. 
Murphy said San Antonio had 
invested in “the most expensive 
water project in the history of  
our state and in many western 
states.” The cost of  an acre-foot 
of  water, defined as one inch of  
water on an acre of  land, for the 
San Antonio system is close to 
$2,000 to $2,500, which they are 
passing on to their customers.

The state of  Texas owns 
all the surface water and does 
not sell but leases it. It can 
be used for specific purposes 
with municipal as the highest 
priority because it deals with 
people followed by agricultural 
and industrial, explained 
Murphy. The state also owns the 
banks and beds of  all navigable 
rivers.

People who live along the 
rivers can divert up to 200 acre-
feet of  water for personal or 
agricultural use.

In 1917 an amendment to 
the state constitution laid out 
the state’s right to regulate 
water for conservation and 
economic development.

“The reason to do this is 
simple. Without water, there is 
no Texas,” said Murphy. “The 
first water rights were issued 
around the 1900s and some in 
1904 in this area for farming 

Fly-in set for Saturday at county airport

Calhoun High School Athletic Trainers, from left, Joaquin Sanchez, Camden Williams, Cheyanne 
Escobar, Adrianna Cortez and Josefat Torres model the 2021 “Pink-Out” shirts for sale to raise 
awareness for breast cancer during the month of October. The shirts are available from any CHS 
trainer or by calling 361-552-3775. The “pink-out” game is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 29, at 
Sandcrab Stadium. (Contributed photo)

City joins fight to stop SA bed 
and banks water application

Loretta and Lou Svetlik own and operate Gateway Flight Center 
at the Calhoun County Airport. Saturday, weather permitting, the 
center is hosting a Fly-In from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Photo by Joyce 
Turner)
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