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Grand Finals

I’m in the Grand Finals, the top 4 
in the nation in the 

Greatest Baker competition.
Voting ends Thursday, Dec. 29, at 9 p.m.
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Heard retirement honored with ceremony
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Spirit of

Attorney moves into main role

Long tenure ends

Rodriguez
steps in as DA

Residents open their Christmas gifts while Santa looks on during an event held at Bethany Senior Living last week. 
(CJ Vetter/Wave photo)
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Former Calhoun County Assistant District Attorney Shannon Salyer visits with retiring District 
Attorney Dan Heard during his retirement reception in the Calhoun County Commissioners’ 
Courtroom on Dec. 8. Heard has been district attorney for 30 years.(DD Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

After 30 years as the criminal district attorney, 
Dan Heard is stepping down from public service.

Calhoun County commissioners proclaimed 
Thursday, Dec. 8, as Dan W. Heard Day, and a 
retirement party was hosted on Thursday with 
a large turnout of  officials, fellow lawyers, law 
enforcement, and members of  the public.

Assistant District Attorney Sara Rodriguez, 
who ran unopposed, was elected to the position 
during the November election and will be sworn 
in on Jan. 1, 2023.

THE START
Calhoun County was part of  a judicial 

district that included DeWitt, Jackson, Goliad, 
and Refugio counties. Heard said the people in 
Calhoun County wanted to create the position 
of  criminal district attorney that would handle 
both county court business as well as felony 

cases. William Day was the first criminal district 
attorney in Calhoun County.

Heard said he hadn’t planned on a career as 
a criminal attorney, but when the opportunity 
came to fill the vacancy left when Day died 
in 1980, Heard decided to run and won the 
Democratic nomination and was appointed by 
Gov. Bill Clements as interim district attorney 
until the election.

“The election that year was a memorable one 
– Ronald Reagan ran against President Jimmy 
Carter, and the rest is history,” he said.

Heard finished out Day’s term of  just over two 
years, and he ran unopposed in the next election. 
He served four years before deciding to go back 
into private practice.

“I am grateful to Bill Clements for appointing 
me,” he said.

For 12 years, he worked in his private practice 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

While Christmas is over, the giving spirit goes on.
More than 100 blankets and other assorted items were 

gifted to the residents of  Bethany Senior Living, alongside 

live singing and a visit from Santa. In addition to the visit, 
some residents without families also received gifts from 
donors.

Planning for the party and donations was handled by the 
activities director of  the facility, Esmeralda Robles. Robles, 
who is responsible for the home’s events, such as baking 
contests, door decorations, and parties, was very thankful 
for all those who helped organize the drive for the residents 
and organized the party.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Sara Rodriguez will take the 
helm of  the Calhoun County 
District Attorney’s Office 
Sunday after she is sworn in 
during a ceremony on January 
1, 2023.

Rodriguez, who has been 
in the D.A.’s office for eight 
years and ran unopposed for 
the position, will be sworn in 
at 10 a.m. at the Bauer Exhibit 
Building along with other 
newly-elected and re-elected 
officials.

She is replacing Dan Heard, 
who served more than 30 years 
as the district attorney.

“I’ve worked here for eight 
years, and I enjoy it. I enjoy 
working for the community, 
and I look forward to shaping 
the office with my own vision 
and perspective as a member 
of  the community I serve,” said 
Rodriguez.

Rodriguez worked in oil and 
gas law, bankruptcy, and family 
law. She and a former partner 
opened a law practice together 
in Victoria before she opened 
her own practice in Port Lavaca 
in the old Perry’s building.

“I’ve enjoyed working for 
Dan,” she said. “He approached 
me. I hadn’t thought about 
working in criminal law, but 
I’ve been very happy serving 
the community, practicing law – 
I love those things.”

Four lawyers work in the 
DA’s office, including the elected 
Rodriguez, Christy Dunn, and 
Bill White. One position will be 
open in January, and Rodriguez 
hopes to fill that position 
quickly. Rodriguez said there 
has been difficulty across the 
state in filling such positions 
due to pay, the perception of  
prosecutors, and the perception 
of  law enforcement. ”I don’t see 
those national perceptions here 
locally and see a community 
that supports law enforcement 
and prosecution.”

Rodriguez noted that 
the Calhoun County 
Commissioner’s Court helped 
in getting the pay competitive 

so that we can fill the position 
quickly. It could be a little 
more competitive, but I’m 
not complaining because the 
commissioners have always 
supported this office,” said 
Rodriguez.

In addition to the office’s 
normal duties, a member of  the 
office serves as counsel to the 
commissioners’ court to advise 
them on legal matters.

 With every change of  the 
guard comes new ways of  
doing things. Rodriguez has 
some changes in mind, such as 
electronic case submission for 
law enforcement and electronic 
discovery. “I received some 
good advice such as ‘don’t go 
in guns blazing and make a 
bunch of  policy changes on day 
one.’ I am looking forward to 
working with law enforcement 
to strengthen and reinforce 
those relationships as we work 
together,” she said.

She is also considering 
offering regular training with 
a prosecution bent that would 
provide Texas Commission 
on Law Enforcement hours 
to law enforcement as well as 
electronic case submission.

IN COURT
The DA’s office handles close 

to 1,000 cases each year. Calhoun 
County gets eight to 10 trial 
settings each year, which are 
set by the administrative judge 

Bethany Living residents 
receive Santa visit, gifts


