
SOCIAL MEDIA

By RHONDA CUMMINS

Special to the Wave

This past Saturday was not 

just the perfect day for fishing 

at the beach on glass smooth 

Lavaca Bay. This was a history-

making day for the Matagorda 

Bay Ship Pilots Captain David 

Adrian and Captain Michael 

Harris. The transit of  the Fan 

Zhou 6 through the Gulf  jetties 

at Port O’Connor and up the 

Matagorda Ship Channel to the 

Port in Point Comfort was a 

year in the making. 

The Fan Zhou 6 is a deck 

cargo vessel built in China in 

2018. The ship’s overall length 

is close to a tenth of  a mile at 

184.3 yards long (169 meters), 

and the width is considered 

extreme at nearly 39.4 yards 

wide (36 meters). Yet, this 

specialized ship has a relatively 

shallow draft at only 17.4 

feet (5.3 meters). Carrying a 

massive load of  components for 

the ongoing Formosa Plastics 

expansion, this delivery was 

the ship’s maiden voyage and 

ended at approximately 1030 

a.m. Saturday when she was 

made “all fast” at the General 

Cargo Dock. The voyage 

began from Hong Kong on 

January 28 with a port call in 

Cape Town, South Africa on 

March 6. The ship recorded a 

maximum speed of  10.8 knots 

(roughly 12.5 miles per hour) 

and averaged about 10 mph on 

her journey across the Atlantic 
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County cleans up FEMA paperwork LONG JOURNEY

The Fan Zhou 6 was built in China in 2018 and came into the Port in Point Comfort over the weekend. The cargo vessel carried components for the Formosa Plastics expansion. (Photo by Kendall 

Adrian)

Fan Zhou 6 made its way from China to Point Comfort

Candidates discuss hot topics at forum

See VESSEL Page A10

LEFT: From left, Paul Lauterbach, Alvin Bland and Luis De La Garza, who is challenging Randy Boyd for the Calhoun Port Authority board District 4 seat, 

answer questions at the Port Lavaca Wave’s political forum, Tuesday, April 16. RIGHT: From left, Dell Weathersby, Jay Cuellar and Randy Boyd respond to 

multiple questions at the forum. Cuellar is challenging Weathersby for the District 2 seat. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photos)

By DD TURNER

dturner@plwave.com

The use of revenue bonds to 

fund projects at the Port of Port 

Lavaca-Point Comfort generated 

a buzz during a Political Forum 

held April 16 at the Bauer 

Community Center.

The question was put to 

candidates for the Calhoun Port 

Authority Board District 4 and 

District 2 seats.

A revenue bond is a 

pledge of the port’s revenues, 

explained Randy Boyd, District 4 

incumbent at the forum. He said 

the last revenue bonds the port 

issued were backed by Formosa 

Plastics, Inc.

There are several types of  

bonds a government can choose 

to issue, but the most used are 

revenue bonds that rely on 

revenue to be repaid and do not 

require a vote of the taxpayer; 

See FORUM Page A8

CCSO 
captures 
five men in 
bailout

By ROSS STAPP

rstapp@plwave.com

Law enforcement officials 

captured five men after the 

men bailed out of  a vehicle 

and fled on foot.

Around 10 a.m. on 

Wednesday, April 17, the 

Calhoun County Sheriff’s 

Office received a call 

from Homeland Security 

Investigations (HIS), who had 

been following two vehicles. 

One was a currier leading the 

way, while the other followed, 

according to CCSO Chief  

Deputy Johnny Krause.

“A lot of  times they try 

to caravan to cause traffic 

problems, so the other vehicle 

ROLANDO OLGUIN

See BAILOUT Page A9

Expert teaches environmental flow with foundation
By JARED VAN EPPS

jvanepps@plwave.com

The Lavaca Bay Foundation 

held its seventh meeting last 

Thursday at Nautical Landings.

The foundation hosted 

a special guest speaker, Dr. 

Paul Montagna, of  the Harte 

Research Institute at Texas 

A&M University-Corpus Christi. 

At the meeting, Montagna 

displayed data on environmental 

flow in Lavaca Bay that he has 

collected for 30-plus years.

According to the Texas 

Living Waters Projects website, 

an environmental flow is a term 

used to describe the managing 

of  freshwater resources in 

a way that mimics “Mother 

Nature.” The website says an 

environmental flow expresses 

the quantity, quality, and timing 

of  water that is necessary to 

sustain a river, wetland or 

coastal zone and the associated 

fish and wildlife.

“My work at Lavaca Bay 

has probably been some of  

the most important stuff  I’ve 

done in terms of trying to 

understand how freshwater flow 

effects estuary or bay systems,” 

Montagna said.

Montagna said the work 

that he and his team have done 

has a great impact globally. He 

added people can take a look at 

what his team has built and try 

to transfer it to their system. 

His collected data of  Lavaca 

Bay and other bays on the Texas 

Coast shows there has been a 

rise in temperature and salinity.

“We think it is primarily 

See LAVACA BAY Page A9

OBITUARIES

TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

“But realize this, that 

in the last days difficult 

times will come. For men 

will be lovers of self, 

lovers of money, boastful, 

arrogant, revilers, 

disobedient to parents, 

ungrateful, unholy, 

unloving, irreconcilable, 

malicious gossips, without 

self-control, brutal, haters 

of good, treacherous, 

reckless, conceited, lovers 

of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God, holding 

to a form of godliness, 

although they have denied 

its power; Avoid such men 

as these.”
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Democrats Club meets
The Calhoun County 

Democrats Club will be 
held Thursday, April 25, 
at La Salud Restaurant in 
Port Lavaca. A social is at 
5:30 p.m. followed by the 
meeting at 6 p.m.

A Knotty Group
A Knotty Group will meet 

from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, 
April 25, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 30; and 5-8 
p.m. Thursday, May 2, at the 
Calhoun County Library. 
All interested in knitting, 
crocheting, embroidering 
or other crafts are welcome 
to attend. For more 
information, call 361-552-
7323 or contact Karen 
Pilzner Castañeda or A 
Knotty Group on Facebook.

Autism, 
disabilities day
Calhoun County 

Independent School District 
Autism and Disabilities 
Awareness Day 2109 will 
be held from noon to 2 p.m. 
Friday, April 26, at 300 
Alcoa Drive in Port Lavaca. 
HJM Elementary School 
life skills classes, PM ECE, 
and all parents with special 
needs children are asked 
to attend. Special guests 
are Ziggy the Clown, local 
organizations and more. 
There will be pizza, drinks, 
face painting, balloon 
animals, fun activities and 
more.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Calhoun County 

Commissioners cleaned up some 

FEMA paperwork during its 

meeting last Wednesday.

The paperwork was 

Completion and Certification 

Reports for seven projects related 

to Hurricane Harvey damage.

The project reports were 

for: Chocolate Bayou Park fence, 

Indianola Beach Restroom 

building, Little League Field lights 

and poles, Indianola pier and 

pavilions, Memorial Monument 

Pier, Mosquito Abatement, and for 

an EMS Communications Tower 

Generator.

In other business, the court: 

-- Approved a surety bond for 

the election’s administrator.

-- Approved the removal of  

two District Court uses from the 

contract with Tyler Technologies, 

Inc.

-- Approved payment of  

county bills of $1,832,746.26 and 

MMC bills of $1,006,895.52.


