
SOCIAL MEDIA

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

As the ongoing conflict at 
Greenlawn Gardens Cemetery 
continues to worsen, members 
of  the community have taken 
on the responsibility of  
maintaining the grounds.

Things progressed from 
bad to worse when Patrick 
and Patricia Kalisek arrived 
at the cemetery to place 
flowers out for Patricia’s 
father for Father’s Day.

Upon their arrival, they 
noticed small United States 
flags torn to shreds and 
scattered over the grounds. 
Patrick took it upon himself  
to pick up every remnant of  
the flags.

“We were in total shock. 
It broke my heart to look 
at him walking the whole 
grounds, trying to pick up 
every piece of  the flags,” 
Patricia said.

Patrick, an Army veteran, 
collected the flags in a box and 
delivered them to the local 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars post 
for proper disposal.

Patricia has accepted 
the challenge of  gathering 
members of  the community, 
the local chapter of  the 
National FFA Organization 
and 4-H groups to unite and 
take control of  maintenance 
at the cemetery.

Over 20 volunteers 
arrived for the first cleanup. 
The group mowed the 
grounds, trimmed around 
headstones and other areas, 
cleaned some curbing and 

leveled headstones.
“It was amazing to 

witness families coming 
together for their loved ones’ 
resting place,” Patricia said.

In March, the Wave 

reported the concerns people 
had concerning maintenance 
of  the cemetery.

Miles Parker took over 
Greenlawn Gardens Cemetery 
in 2013 and is the owner and 

president of  the cemetery. In 
March, he said the two biggest 
factors for the lack of  upkeep 
are money and weather.
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Point 
Comfort 
city admin 
resigns 

Flags destroyed in cemetery
The saga at Greenlawn Gardens Cemetery continues

Numerous United States flags were found on the ground and destroyed at Greenlawn Gardens 
Cemetery in Calhoun County. There has been an ongoing problem with the lack of maintenance from 
the owner of the cemetery. (Contributed photo)

See CEMETERY Page A10

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
city administrator turned in 
her notice to accept another 
position, the mayor announced 
during the Monday city council 
meeting.

Ofie Baldera, who had 
held the position for nearly a 
year, is leaving to work with her 
brother. 

“He’s been begging and 
pleading, and we couldn’t chain 
her to her chair,” said Mayor 
Leslie Machicek, adding that 
Baldera would help out during 
the transition.

The city is accepting 
applications for the position.

Former Councilwoman 
Kellie Hynes urged the council 
to reconsider keeping a city 
administrator and to take back 
its responsibilities that had been 
delegated to the position.

Also, the council 
approved changes to its code 
of ordinances to regulate food 
trucks.

City Attorney Carly Wall 
explained the changes include 
the permit requirements, 
the process for approving or 
denying a permit, how long it 
would be in effect as well as 
other requirements.

“They can’t be on city 
property without permission,” 
she said while noting that 
permission from a landowner, in 
writing, is required for private 
property that cannot be in a 
residential area.

In addition, the council set 
the permit fee at $250 a year.

The current permit fee for 

See COUNCIL Page A2
Locals bash by the bay in Port Lavaca

The music rocked and the 
fireworks sizzled as local 
residents and visitors filled 
the Bayfront Peninsula Park to 
celebrate the nation’s birthday 
during the Star-Spangled Bay 
Bash on the Fourth of July. 
“This year’s crowd was much 
bigger,” said Tania French, Port 
Lavaca Events chairwoman. 
Photo, Elena Riley spun around 
decked out patriotically for the 
event while Christie Whitaker 
and Rance Whitaker watch on. 
(DD Turner/Wave photo)

Seadrift residents enjoy 
Independence Day

Fireworks light up the night sky in Seadrift during the celebration 
of Independence Day, Thursday, July 4. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The community of  
Seadrift and the chamber of  
commerce celebrated the 243rd 
birthday of  these United States 
Thursday, July 4, at Bayfront 
Park.

The city’s chamber 
of  commerce hosted the 
Independence Day festivities 
with Bubba’s Cajun Style 
Seafood providing the 
fireworks show at Bill Sanders 
Memorial Park.

The chamber had many 
activities from cornhole 
tossing, watermelon eating, pie 
eating, seed spitting, etc.

Chamber President Cindy 
Alford said the turnout was 
amazing and added that a great 

group of  people turned out for 
the festivities.

According to Alford, the 
chamber didn’t host a Fourth 
of  July celebration last year.

Alford said that it’s great 
and amazing to have Seadrift 
participate in the Fourth of  
July event, and she added they 
have something for the folks.

The event also attracted 
people from outside Seadrift. 
Steve Lahey, of  La Salle, 
was able to spend time with 
his grandkids and see what 
activities the event offered.

“I had a great time with 
the watermelon, pie eating 
and all of  the contests,” Lahey 
said. “I liked the parade, and 
my granddaughter did a great 

See SEADRIFT Page A7

Port 
approves 
$18 million 
budget
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
Calhoun Port Authority 
Board approved a budget 
exceeding $18 million during 
a special called meeting 
Monday.

The port’s budget 
includes revenue of  $18,60,695, 
a difference of  $2,749,890 over 
last year’s budget. Expenses 
were budgeted at $15,537,745, 
leaving a net profit after 
depreciation and transfers of  
$2,381,477.

The port’s budget runs 
from July to the end of  June.

Johnny Perez and Jay 
Cuellar worked on the budget 
for four hours, said board 
Chairman J.C. Melcher.

“I want to compliment 
them on the questions they 
asked and their knowledge of  
the facts,” he said.

The board also approved 
an increase in the storage fees 
for the AN/NH3 facility.

The per short ton storage 
fee for AN was increased to 
$4.25 from $3.68, and the NH3 
was increased to $12.35 from 
$10.33. 

In other business, the 
board:

-- Denied a request for 
an easement across port 
property following a request 
from Marie Bees.

-- Approved 2019 budget 
amendments.

MMC introduces 
new doctor

Join Memorial Medical 
Center and Port Lavaca 
Clinic in welcoming Dr. 
John Clinton, Pediatrician, 
for a Community Meet and 
Greet on Wednesday, July 
17 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Memorial Medical 
Center Community 
Room. Finger food and 
refreshments will be 
served.

School supply drive
Trinity Shores of Port 

Lavaca is hosting a school 
supply drive to help 
benefit local elementary 
schools.  Items can be 
dropped off through 
Monday, July 22.

Bayfront Beats
The City of Port Lavaca 

will host a summer 
mini concert series, 
Bayfront Beats, at 7 p.m. 
every Saturday evening 
beginning July 13. The 
series will continue 
through Saturday, Aug. 17. 
No glass bottles allowed. 
Bring lawn chairs. The 
event is free.

Mag Beach fest
Magnolia Beach Festival 

will be held from 8 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. Saturday, July 
13, at Magnolia Beach. 
There will be vendors, 
children’s fishing 
tournament, pet parade, 
hot dog eating contest, 
washer tournament and 
more. Proceeds will benefit 
the Magnolia Beach Fire 
Department and Calhoun 
County Humane Society. 
Sponsors and volunteers 
are needed.
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TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Olga Pena Abrego

Arthur G. Parker

“For consider your calling, 
brethren, that there were 
not many wise according 
to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble; 
but God has chosen the 
foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise, and God 
has chosen the weak things 
of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, 
and the base things of the 
world and the despised 
God has chosen, the things 
that are not, so that He 
may nullify the things that 
are, so that no man may 
boast before God. But by 
His doing you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sancti-
fication, and redemption, 
so that, just as it is written, 
“ LET HIM WHO BOASTS, 
BOAST IN THE LORD.”
1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31
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