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The number of  active 
cases of  the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) has drastically 
decreased, while the number 
of  recovered cases has 
increased.

As of  Monday, May 18, 
there were two active cases 
with 31 recovered and three 
deaths. The numbers prove 
that Calhoun County is 

flattening the curve.
Memorial Medical 

Center’s Chief  Nursing 
Officer Erin Clevenger 
believes the county is 
flattening the curve after 
experiencing heightened 
active cases in March and 
April.

“We were seeing one 
or two new cases reported 
several days out of  a week. 
We never experienced a sharp 
peak in any of  the numbers,” 

Clevenger said.
One of  the main reasons 

“stay at home” orders 
went into effect was so the 
hospitals would not get 
overwhelmed with patients. 
Clevenger said MMC never 
reached that point.

“We never got to a point 
where our hospital capacity 
was exceeded or to where 
people who needed medical 
care couldn’t obtain it,” she 
stated.

Gov. Greg Abbott began 
the first phase of  reopening 
Texas at the beginning 
of  May. The reopening, 
coupled with Easter in mid-
April, caused concern that 
the numbers would spike. 
Fortunately, there was not a 
drastic spike in numbers.

“We expected to see the 
number of  cases go up after 
Easter. As much as you can 
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The National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation 
announced the National Merit 
Scholarship finalists in late 
April.

According to the 
official April 22 press 
release, approximately 1,000 
distinguished seniors have won 
corporate-sponsored National 
Scholarship Merit Scholarship 
awards financed by “about 
160 corporations, company 
foundations, and other business 
organizations.”

One Calhoun senior 
received a corporate-sponsored 
scholarship and was named 
a finalist for the Merit 
Scholarship.

E i g h t e e n - y e a r - o l d , 
Anthony Liu, received a $10,000 
National Merit Formosa 
USA Scholarship during last 
Monday’s Calhoun County ISD 
Meeting.

Liu talked about receiving 
the scholarship and being 

named a finalist for the National 
Merit Scholarship.

“When I first received the 
scholarship, I was very excited 
and also relieved that my hard 
work paid off,” Liu said.

Liu said he is very honored 
to be named a finalist for the 
National Merit Scholarship.

According to the 
press release from the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation, consideration 
for the scholarship requires 
a “semifinalist” fulfill some 
requirements to move on, 
which includes a written essay, 
showing of  extracurricular 
activities, awards, and 
leadership positions.

“Semifinalists also have to 
have an outstanding academic 
record, be endorsed and 
recommended by a high school 
and earn SAT or ACT scores 
that confirmed their qualifying 
test performance,” according to 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation Press Release.
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Wednesday, May 6:
First Responders came 

to Bayfront Peninsula Park 
Wednesday, May 6, concerning 
a sailboat caught on the side 
on the fishing pier due to 
strong winds.

According to Port Lavaca 
Police Department Lieutenant 
Eric Salles, the boat got stuck 
on a sandbar near the T head 
pier, but he added that winds 
freed the boat, causing it to 
strike the side of  the pier.

The boat operator, 31-year-
old Daniel Benavides, of  Alice, 
was not injured during the 
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Despite the coronavirus 
pandemic, there are several 
street and drainage projects 
picking up around the city 
and county.

The City of  Port Lavaca 
has numerous projects 
underway in several 
districts as part of  the 
Capital Improvement Streets 
projects for 2019-2020.

The Jackson Street 
Reconstruction Project 
will reconstruct new storm 
drainage, hot-mix pavement, 
and a sidewalk on the north 
end of  the road from Jackson 
Street to 5th Street.

There will also be a new 
six-inch waterline installed 
from Seadrift Street to 3rd 
street and Alcoa Street to 7th 
street.

“The city, contractor, 
and CCISD have already 
developed a traffic pattern/
control plan for J/R 
student drop off  and pickup 
activities once school 
starts,” City Engineer/
Interim City Manager Jody 
Weaver said. “Jackson 
Street was selected by (city) 
council as the start point 
with street rehabilitation 
in Alamo Heights because 
of  the tremendous school 
traffic this two-block length 
of  street sees throughout the 
year.”

Another project that is 
going on in District 4 is the 
George Street Reconstruction 
Project, which is in the final 
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Gym operations came to a 
screeching halt for local gyms 
in the middle of  March due to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

Monday, May 18, was like 
a grand reopening for most 
gyms, as they were allowed to 
open with 25 percent capacity.

Anytime Fitness Manager 
Alysia Fikes said it was 
overwhelming and emotional 
with operations closing so 
suddenly.

“It was so sudden, and at 
the time, it felt like we were 
stepping into the unknown,” 
Fikes said.

According to the 
Governor’s Strike Force to 
Open Texas, effective May 18, 
gyms and exercise facilities 
and classes may operate 
up to 25% of  the total listed 
occupancy of  the gym or 

exercise facility. Locker rooms 
and shower facilities must 
remain closed, but restrooms 
may be open. Employees and 
contractors of  the gym or 
exercise facility do not count 
toward the 25% occupancy 
limitation. Any components 
of  the establishments or 
facilities that have interactive 
functions or exhibits, 
including child play areas, 
interactive games, and video 
arcades, must remain closed.

While the governor’s 
orders are pretty straight 
forward, the adjustments 
Fikes had to make at the gym 
were rather drastic.

“It’s quite a process to 
reopen. We had to make sure 
our security system was up 
and running, so members are 
able to get inside the gym. We 
had our fitness equipment 
company come out to make 

A sailboat collided with the fishing pier at Bayfront Peninsula Park. The pier was temporarily closed 
due to structural and electrical damage and later reopened last Thursday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
Photo)

See STUDENT Page A2A2

See COVID-19 Page A2A2

See GYMS Page A4A4

See ROADWORK Page A10A10See INCIDENTS Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
ISD School Board held its 
regularly scheduled meeting 
Monday, May 11, in the district 
administration building.

The board handed out 
special recognitions during 
the meeting, including a 
plaque to Joe Ortiz, who was 
in his final meeting as a board 
member.

Ortiz was presented a 
plaque for his 10-year service 
on the CCISD school board 
as a trustee. During his 10 
years, he served as the board 
president, vice president, and 
secretary.

After receiving his plaque 
from School Board President 
Bill Harvey, Ortiz had a few 
things to say.

“I just want to thank 
the past and present board 
members for all the support 
I’ve got from them,” Ortiz 
said.

Ortiz also thanked 
Superintendent Larry 
Nichols, the school district, 
the parents of  CCISD, and his 
wife and two daughters for 
their support.

Ortiz left board room 
with his plaque, and the 
school board swore in his 
replacement Rene Flores, 
and also John Foester and 
Dominic Robles.

The board also recognized 
the CCISD Child Nutrition 
Department for its hard 
work during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The department 
distributed approximately 
65,000 meals to CCISD 
students from five locations 
in the district. The district 
honored the staff  members 

See CCISD Page A10A10

Anytime Fitness Manager Alysia Fikes looks at the live and active gym on Monday. The gym reopened 
following the governor’s orders at 25 percent capacity. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo)

GOV. GREG ABBOTT’S OFFICE 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Greg Abbott 
announced Monday, May 18, 
the second phase of  the State 
of  Texas’ ongoing plan to safely 
and strategically open Texas 
while minimizing the spread 
of  COVID-19. Under Phase II, 
restaurants may increase their 
occupancy to 50% and additional 
services and activities that 
remained closed under Phase 
I may open with restricted 
occupancy levels and minimum 
standard health protocols laid 
out by the Texas Department of  
State Health Services (DSHS).

Additionally, the Governor 
announced that public schools 
in Texas have the option to 
provide in-person summer 
school so long as they follow 
social distancing practices and 
health protocols laid out by 
DSHS. These classes may begin 
as soon as June 1st.

“Today, tomorrow, and 
every day going forward is one 

See STATE Page A10A10


