
SOCIAL MEDIA

CHS Class of 
2020 surprises 
faculty

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

With graduation 
approaching quickly for the 
Calhoun High School Class 
of  2020, one person decided 
to honor the seniors in an 
amazing way.

Delia Kolar, owner of  
Kolar Photography, along 
with her sons Morgan and Ty 
Kolar, hung a banner for each 
of  the 260 Calhoun seniors 
on the fence at Sandcrab 
Stadium on State Highway 35 
N.

“I knew that this year 
would be a tough year for 
the seniors because a lot 

has taken away from them 
because of  the COVID-19,” 
Kolar said. “The community 
has come together to ‘adopt 
a senior’, and this was a way 
to commend them for all the 
hard work they have done.”

Kolar said it took 10 
hours over two days for her 
sons to put up all the banners.

She added they wanted 
to make sure to fasten the 
banners properly.

Kolar got the idea from 
an online post and said she 
had made banners for the 
school district in the past and 
for “individual sports”, and 
they could do this for every 
senior.

Kolar has been making 
banners for district and 
parents for seven years.

“I have been involved 
with different organizations 
throughout the community 
and school districts, and 
I knew I could handle 
something like this,” Kolar 
said.

The project was special 
to Kolar since her oldest 
son Morgan graduated from 
Calhoun and is now attending 
Texas A&M University, 
and her son Ty, a Calhoun 
Sophomore, will graduate in 
2022.
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Governor, president 
spotlight actions 
in pandemic, 
economic downturn

Four Formosa employees test positive for COVID-19, brings total to 13
STAFF REPORT

Only four more Formosa 
Plastics employees have 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), 
since the last update from the 
plant over three weeks ago, 
which brings the total to 13 
confirmed cases.

On April 24, Formosa’s 
Director of  Communications 
Steve Marwitz reported 
nine Formosa employees 
had tested positive and 107 
being tested. In an email sent 
Thursday, May 7, the number 
of  total employees that tested 
positive was 13 with over 
150 tested. He further added 

that contractor employers 
have reported 11 of  their 
employees have tested 
positive since the beginning 
of  the pandemic.

Marwitz stated that 
Formosa is continuing to 
test as they follow screening 
procedures. He added that 
testing is based upon contact 

tracing when needed and 
testing availability.

As of  May 7, 415 Formosa 
employees have been 
quarantined, but nearly 88 
percent (364) have returned 
to work.

Regarding Formosa’s 
safety protocol, Marwitz 
explained that Formosa 

continues to follow the 
CDC and Governor’s Office 
guidelines.

“As those guidelines 
change, we adjust our 
practices,” Marwitz said.

Marwitz said the state’s 
health department has 
not given Formosa any 
mandatory guidelines. 

Local high school seniors exalted

Photo on left, Morgan and Ty Kolar hang up the seniors’ banners along the fence of Sandcrab Stadium last Wednesday. Photo on right, Hope High School honors their 
seniors with banners of their graduation photos in front of the Hope Campus (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photos)

Calhoun High School Graduation

n WHEN: Friday, May 29

n WHERE: Sandcrab Stadium

Hope High School Graduation

n WHEN: Saturday, May 30

n WHERE: Sandcrab Stadium
*All of this is subject to change based on restrictions*

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 36 Confirmed Cases

n 26 Recovered

n 7 Active

n 3 Deaths

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — Texas, along 
with the rest of  the nation 
and the world, continued to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic 
last week as cases and deaths 
attributed to the novel 
coronavirus increased.

Gov. Greg Abbott on May 
7 met with President Trump in 
the White House. The president 
praised Abbott’s leadership 
in handling the months-
long medical emergency and 
in managing the resulting 
slowdown of  the economy in 
the Lone Star State.

Abbott said Texas has one 
of  the lowest COVID-19 death 
rates in the country, noting that 
half  of  the state’s 254 counties 
have no cases or five or fewer 
cases of  the virus. He said 
we have the knowledge and 
resources to contain COVID-19, 
adding that “It’s the people of  
Texas who have done a great 
job of  slowing the spread” by 
washing their hands, wearing 
masks and practicing social 
distancing.

“Because of  that, we are 
now seeing more and more 

See STATE Page A10A10

Local veterans celebrate fellow vet’s 90th birthday
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

One lucky Calhoun 
County Veteran got a birthday 
celebration that he’ll never 
forget.

Liborio Benavides, a U.S. 
Army and Korean War Veteran, 
celebrated his 90th birthday 
early on Sunday, April 26.

Benavides had to celebrate 
his birthday in a different way 
with COVID-19 around, so his 
daughter Carmen Benavides 
contacted some local veterans 
to help.

“I tried to keep it a surprise 
until the very end, and I wanted 
him to wear his veteran’s gear,” 
Carmen said. “So I thought, ‘I 
need to tell him, so he can get 
dressed up’. He put on medals, 
his vests, and his [Korean War] 
cap.”

Carmen talked about how 

important it was to have this 
celebration for her father, 
especially during the pandemic.

“I felt like, man, he’s 
going to be 90 years old, and 
there is no way for us to have 
a big celebration because of  
the virus,” Carmen said. “So 
I thought, ‘I’ve heard other 
people doing the drive-bys, and 
that would be nice for my dad’.”

Carmen contacted Jerry 
McClendon, a member of  the 
American Legion Post 167, to 
see if  he could gather some 
veterans for a drive-by parade to 
celebrate her father’s birthday.

“I sent out an email to all 
the American Legion people, 
which includes some of  the 
VFW members,” McClendon 
said.

McClendon added Manny 
Perez, of  Veterans of  Foreign 

See VETERAN Page A10A10 Liborio Benavides, 90, celebrated his early birthday on Sunday, 
April 26. (Contributed Photo)

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

With the recent fear of  
COVID-19 wreaking havoc 
on Calhoun High School 
graduation traditions, one 
CHS senior decided to find a 
way to give back to those who 
have been mentors, friends, 
and role models.

After local community 
members created the “Adopt 
A Senior” program, Parry 
Mathes started to ponder 
ways to show gratitude 
towards CCISD  teachers and 
staff.

“Then, the idea sparked 
in my brain. What if  the 
Class of  2020 did a ‘Faculty 
Adopt’? And then I started 
brainstorming,” she said.

She used social media 
to reach out and recruit 
her fellow seniors and let 
them know the details. She 
received approval from CHS 
Principal Nicole Amason. 
The plan that Mathes worked 
out was originally to include 
only members of  the Class of  
2020. However, the CHS Class 
of  2023 helped out.

The campaign was 
named “Senior Surprise” and 
was meant to do just that, 
surprise the CHS faculty.

“When I got adopted, 
it made me happy and put 
a smile on my face when all 
this chaos happened,” Mathes 
said. “So that’s why I wanted 
to do it for our faculty. I 
wanted to put a smile on their 
faces, too.”

Mathes said she doesn’t 
know the reactions of  the 
entire faculty when a senior 
surprised them.

“I do know that I had 
adopted Mrs. Amason and 
Mr. (Brent) Niemier, and I got 
to see both their reactions,” 
she said. “Mr. Niemier made 
me cry because he has been 
my assistant principal twice 
throughout high school, and 

Calhoun High School biology 
teacher Erin Weaver was 
surprised with a gift from 
senior Maddie Bazan. Weaver 
said the gift “made her day.” 
(Contributed photo)

See TEACHERS Page A2A2

See SENIORS Page A10A10

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners heard an update 
on the effects of COVID-19 on 
Memorial Medical Center during 
their teleconference Wednesday, 
April 29.

MMC CEO Jason Anglin 

told the court that volumes 
and revenue were down due 
to the coronavirus, which had 
a significant impact on the 
hospital’s finances.

He noted they had a $93,000 
net income for the first two 
months of 2020, and self-pay had 
been going down.

But in March, volumes went 

down significantly, and self-pay 
started to increase. At the end of  
March, the hospital experienced 
a net loss of $298,000 for the year.

He also noted that a large 
inter-governmental transfer 
was coming up for the hospital’s 
participation in the QUIP 
program, which works with 
nursing homes. The hospital 

currently works with nine 
nursing homes.

Anglin noted MMC had 
received stimulus funds that 
would need to be allocated to the 
nursing homes as well, but that 
MMC’s share would offset the 
first month of losses.

MMC battles financial burden during pandemic

See COUNTY Page A4A4


