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Four pillars – finance, 
quality, people, and experience 
– are what Roshanda Thomas 
wants to build upon during 
her tenure as chief  executive 
officer of  Memorial Medical 
Center.

Thomas was named 
interim CEO by the MMC 
Board of  Managers during its 
October meeting after CEO 
Jason Anglin resigned during 
a special called meeting on 
Oct. 13. Calhoun County 
commissioners gave their seal 
of  approval during their Nov. 
10 meeting.

Anglin, who has been at 
MMC for more than 11 years, 
said he was moving to a 
slightly larger 70-bed hospital 
in Missouri, where he could be 
closer to his family. His last day 
will be Dec. 30.

“I’m very excited for her 
to be named interim,” said 
Anglin. “I’ve worked with her 
for eight years, and she has 
done a fabulous job. I think it 
was a great choice to lead MMC 
into the future.”

Board Chairman Rolando 
Reyes said Thomas had the 
support of  the medical staff  
and the whole board for the 
position.

“It’s great excitement, 
and I’m full of  emotions,” 
said Thomas. “It’s a great 

opportunity, I think, not 
only for me in my career and 
professional growth, but also 
it’s an opportunity to bring 
new ideas and reset the course 
a little bit. It’s very exciting.”

FOUR GOALS
The financial health of  

the hospital will be a focus for 
Thomas to keep a good margin 
number. 

Waste reduction is one 
avenue Thomas plans to 
pursue, but the billing and 
collection cycle “really needs 

to be a focus as we move 
forward. We don’t want to leave 
any money on the table,” she 
said. “You want to have a good 
financial status, and we really 
have to start taking a closer 
look in those areas.”

Health care is a heavily 
regulated area with constant 
changes. 

“A leader has to 
understand being adaptable, 
so adaptability is a must. 
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Thomas named interim CEO

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The exclamations of  
appreciation echoed through 
the Bauer Exhibit Center 
Wednesday night when 
members of  the American 
Legion Post 167 were presented 
with lap quilts in honor of  
Veterans Day.

Members of  the Calhoun 
County Quilt Guild presented 
the quilts to the veterans 

present at the meeting.
“We have 17 lap quilts 

going to deserving veterans. 
You have served collectively 
112 years in the Marines, 
Air Force, Navy, and Army. 
Now you have collectively 225 
years in the American Legion. 
Thank you for your service,” 
said guild President Pat Forbes 
before presenting the quilts.

“We appreciate it so 
much,” said American Legion 
member Jerry McClendon, 

who had been contacted to 
obtain a list of  names to 
receive quilts.

Receiving quilts were 
Herb Decker, U.S. Navy; 
William J. Stalcup, U.S. Navy; 
Leonard Dreymala, U.S. Navy; 
Reese Stalcup, U.S. Navy; 
W. E. “Casey” Crowder, U.S. 
Army; Tomas Guerra, U.S. 
Marine Corps; Ralph Belter, 
U.S. Army; Gregory Falcon, 

American Legion presented quilts 
to honor Veterans Day

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

An amendment to the Port 
Lavaca Fire Department’s 2022 
budget was approved to allow 
the acceptance of  a grant for 
firefighting equipment.

PLFD Chief  Joe Reyes 
said he had applied for the 
Texas A&M Forest Service 
Grant in 2019 and was recently 
notified the department had 
been awarded $20,000 for the 
purchase of  Firefighting 
Personal Protective Equipment.

The grant comes with a 10 
percent match, $2,000, which 
Reyes asked to be added to his 
budget.

The grant can be used for 
such items as bunker coats, 
bunker pants, structural items 
like helmets, goggles, and 
suspenders, wild land items 
such as suspenders, gloves, 
hardhats and boots, gear 
bags, reflective trim, and PPE 
extractors and dryers.

Reyes explained to the 
council that the city has 19 

full-time firefighters and 15 
volunteer firefighters that 
utilize such equipment. It 
would cost $3,000 per firefighter 
to provide the equipment, 
totaling $102,000. Grants help 
supplement what the city 
budgets for equipment and 
help keep it below the 10-year 
maximum service limit.

In other business, the 
council:

 - Commended three 
employees for their quick 
thinking in preventing a 
drowning at Lighthouse Beach.

 - Approved the budget for 
the Emergency 911 District.

 - Approved a request from 
Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary 
School for a Veterans and 
Active Military Parade on 
Veterans Day.

 - Approved a request from 
Our Lady of  the Gulf  Catholic 
Church for traffic control for its 
annual Eucharistic Procession 
on Nov. 21.

 - Approved closing several 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The familiar smell 
of  roasting turkey in the 
oven means it is time to 
loosen up the jeans and 
get ready to give thanks. 
There are several options 
for community members to 
enjoy a free Thanksgiving 
meal this year.

Senior citizens, ages 
60 and over, are welcome to 
enjoy a tasty Thanksgiving 
dinner Thursday, Nov. 18, 
at The Heritage Center. 
The center has hosted the 
dinner for more than 15 
years. There is no charge to 
attend.

“The purpose of  our 
Thanksgiving meal is to 
provide our local seniors 
with a fantastic turkey 
dinner, to show support of  
them, and to give thanks! 
It also serves as a catalyst 
to bring awareness to 
Calhoun County Senior 
Citizens Association, our 
mission, and the services 
we provide to our seniors 
and disabled, homebound 
citizens,” said The Heritage 
Center Executive Director 
Rebecca Jernigan. “Our 
Meals on Wheels recipients 
(over 80 that receive meals 
Monday through Friday) 
will have the same meal 
that we will be serving at 
the Center delivered to 
their doors. Of  course, we 
always want to take the 
opportunity to show off  our 
seniors’ Center.”

Seating is limited to 
include those 60 years old 
and over, their spouses, 
volunteers, affiliates, 
and constituents of  The 
Heritage Center. There 
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“It’s been a long time 
coming.”

That’s what Mayor Jack 
Whitlow said when the Port 
Lavaca City Council awarded 
the bid for the Community 
Development Block Grant 
– Disaster Relief  to Lester 
Contracting at its Nov. 9 
meeting.

The contract, for 
$1,060,880.05, is for the area 
around South Lavaca and South 

Juanita streets south of  Austin 
Street for street and drainage 
improvements following 
flooding from Hurricane 
Harvey.

“This is phase one of  the 
project,” said Interim City 
Manager Jody Weaver.

Whitlow pointed out that 
the city added a million dollars 
to the project due to a shortfall 
in what the city had budgeted 
as opposed to the amounts of  
the bids received caused by 
rising costs.

Street project bid awarded

Luis Aguilar drives his military Humvee in the Veterans & Active Military Parade at Jackson-Roos-
evelt Elementary School Thursday in honor of Veterans Day. The school invited veterans to partici-
pate in the parade with a reception following the parade. (Christy Aguilar/Wave photo)

Roshanda Thomas sits behind her desk in her office at Memorial 
Medical Center. She was named interim CEO of the hospital 
following Jason Anglin’s resignation. She will officially step into 
the CEO role on Dec. 30. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Thanksgiving dinner 
 in Calhoun County

Fire department budget amended, 
three employees commended

The quilt Mary Kay Betler presented to her husband, Ralph Belter, for Veterans Day drew many 
exclamations of appreciation for its detail. The Calhoun County Quilt Guild presented members of 
American Legion 167 the lap quilts for Veterans Day in appreciation of their service. (DD Turner/
Wave photo)

Saluting our veterans
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