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Governor orders guard 
troops to border to assist feds

AUSTIN — On June 21, 
the day before President 
Trump called off  a national 
sweep to find and detain 
undocumented non-citizens, 
Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
the deployment of  1,000 Texas 
National Guard troops to the 
Rio Grande.

Accompanied by Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick, House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen and 
Adjutant General Tracy 
Norris in a state Capitol news 
conference, Abbott said the 
deployment would assist the 
U.S. Department of  Homeland 
Security and Customs and 
Border Patrol with the 
“escalating humanitarian 
crisis” at the Texas-Mexico 
border.

“In the past three weeks 
alone,” Abbott said, “more 
than 45,000 individuals from 
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Caroline O’Donnell, 10, of Port 
Lavaca, at the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in Washington 
D.C. over Memorial Day 
weekend. She represented 
her town and HJM Elementary. 
(Contributed Photo)
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HJM student 
participated 
in the National 
Spelling Bee

MMC shows 
profit in April

CHS foreign exchange student 
leaves mark before going home

Fourth Festivities

Last year’s firework show captured by Bill Harvey at the first Star 
Spangled Bay Bash in Port Lavaca. This year’s event is Thursday, 
July 4. (Photo by Bill Harvey)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Sis – Bash at the Bay in Point 
Comfort, Friday and Saturday.

Boom – Star Spangled Bay 
Bash in Port Lavaca, Thursday, 
July 4.

Bah – The Annual Fireworks 
Display in Port O’Connor, 
Saturday, July 6.

Sis-boom-bah, it’s the Fourth 
of July in Calhoun County.

The week of sizzling fun 
kicks off Friday and Saturday in 
Point Comfort. 

For the second year, the two-
day event will feature a car show, 
washer tournament as well as a 
barbecue cook-off all at City Park 
along with its environs. 

On Friday, the Point 
Comfort Fourth of July 
Celebration Washer Tournament 
kicks off at 7 p.m. The fee per 
team is $30 with $10  going 
to the city’s Volunteer Fire 
Department.

The tournament is a GCWL-
sanctioned event to be played on 
three-hole boxes.

To register a team of at least 
two people, call City Hall at 361-
987-2661, ext. 4, or call Big Nate at 
361-652-6547.

The Point Comfort Barbecue 
Cook-Off runs both days of  
the celebration. Teams will be 
cooking brisket, pork spareribs, 
fajitas, Jack Pot Beans and Jack 
Pot Chef’s Choice.

Chef’s Choice turn-in is 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. with turn-in 
for the other categories starting 
at 2 p.m. with beans Saturday.

Entry fees are $150 for one 
or all meats, $20 for Jack Pot 
Beans and $20 for Jack Pot Chef’s 
Choice. Set up begins at noon 

Friday.
Call City Hall at 361-987-2661, 

ext. 4, to register. 
City Councilman George 

Hernandez, who oversees 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department, said he is hoping for 
a big crowd as all the proceeds 
will benefit the fire department.

“It’s for our new building,” 
he said. “We will take donations, 
and there will be a breakfast 
in the morning put on by the 
volunteer fire department to 
raise funds.”

Saturday, as the air is 
scented with the smell of brisket 
and other delicacies, the car 
show will run noon to 2 p.m. and 
is open to all years, makes and 
models.

First place trophies will 
be awarded for Best-in-Show 
and the Best in the following 10 
categories: Hot Rod, Motorcycle, 
Audio/Video, Rat Rod, Lowered, 
Tuner, Lifted, Classic, Engine 
and Paint.

Call City Hall at 361-987-2661, 
ext. 4, to register your vehicle.

The Saturday highlight will 
be the dazzling fireworks display 
set for around 9 p.m. or as soon as 
it gets dark.

Before the show, attendees 
can enjoy the park, vendors and 
a pool party, which starts at 6 
p.m. and can accommodate 250 
people. Rudy Valentino will be 
enchanting the night with his 
musical playlist.

“I hope we have a good 
turnout and that people support 
the vendors. People need to 
support the vendors as well,” 
said Hernandez.
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Memorial Medical 
Center officials reported 
another profitable month for 
the hospital to the Calhoun 
County commissioners 
during their meeting 
Wednesday, June 19.

Diane Moore, chief  
financial officer, told 
commissioners that the 
hospital had a 67.86% net 
profit in April. “We saw an 
increase in the ER and the 
clinic. However, self-pay 
continues to increase,” she 
said.

Jason Anglin, chief  
executive officer, said they 
had interviewed a doctor, but 
it didn’t pan out for MMC.

“Was this for pain 
management,” asked 
Commissioner Vern Lyssy. 

Anglin replied that 
it was not, and they are 
still looking for a pain 
management doctor. 

In addition, he reported 
that the Memorial Medical 
Clinic is full, and they are 
considering putting in a 
second clinic on the second 
floor of  the hospital.

“The challenge is going 
to be parking,” he said.

In other business, 
commissioners heard a 
request from Calhoun 
County Sheriff  Bobbie 
Vickery to pay five jailers. 
They would be paid at the 
deputy jailer level rather 
than a jailer, which would 
allow more men to be 
available and would meet 
TECLOSE requirements.

Vickery said it would 
give him more manpower on 
the streets to use for prisoner 
transport or to fill in and 
reduce overtime at the cost 
of  about $12,000 a year.

“These are people who 
have gone through the 
academy on their own and 
have decided to stay here 
until a position comes open. 
They love where they live 
and are invested in our 
county,” he said.

Lyssy encouraged 
Vickery to come back during 
budget time to present this 
proposal.

“I like the idea, but this 
is something better taken up 
during budget meetings,” he 
said.

“That’s my feeling 
exactly,” Commissioner 
Clyde Syma seconded.

The budget process will 
start almost immediately 
as the commissioners set 
dates for budget workshops. 
The meetings will be July 1 
through July 3 and then the 
following two weeks, July 8 
through July 12 and July 15 
through July 19 as needed.

The dates were 
unanimously approved.

In other business, the 
court:

-- Approved Criteria for 
the Commissioners’ Court of  
Calhoun County for Granting 
Tax Abatement as a Business 
Incentive in Reinvestment 
Zones created in Calhoun 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is the largest 
spelling competition in the 
United States, and one HJM 
student got the invitation to 
compete in it.

Caroline O’Donnell, 10, 
an HJM student, received 
the invitation to compete in 
the national spelling bee on 
Memorial Day Weekend in 
Washington D.C.

O’Donnell began 
participating in spelling bees in 
the first grade, according to her 
mother, Brittney Rothman, and 
she added her daughter has been 
competing ever since.

Rothman added that 
O’Donnell received the email 
invitation from being part of  
the RSVBee program and was 
one out of 200 kids to be selected 
from the program to compete in 
the national spelling bee.

“I was at lunch, and I asked 
my mom for something, and 
she said, ‘well we need to figure 
out how to pay for Washington’, 
and that is how I found out,” 
O’Donnell stated.

It took hours and hours of  
studying in preparing for the 
national spelling bee, O’Donnell 
said. She added that she studied 
the roots of the words, languages 
of origin, derivatives, and affixes.

O’Donnell got a lot of  
support from her family, 
especially from her mother, 
Rothman.

“To see your child up on a 
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Daniel Mueller, 18, took home a gold medal in state solo ensemble in Austin for his snare drum solo. 
(Contributed photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun High School adds 
an additional highlight to close 

out the 2018-19 school year at 
the state band competition held 
in Austin.

Daniel Mueller, 18, a 
foreign exchange student from 

Austria, won gold in the solo 
ensemble percussion playing 
snare drum.
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