
STAFF REPORT

Missing Port Lavaca teen 
Hser Taw has not been located 
as of  Monday afternoon. Port 
Lavaca Police Department Lt. 
Eric Salles said the young girl is 
considered a runaway and has 
been entered into the database 
for Missing and Exploited 
Children.

Salles said Taw’s mother 
reported that her daughter left 
her home of  her own free will 
as she tried to stop her. The 
belief  is she might be in the 
Houston area with a boyfriend 
she met on social media. There 
is no evidence that Taw is in 
any physical danger at this 
time.

“We have been looking 
through electronic devices for 
where she might have gone 
and who she is believed to have 
been in contact with,” said 
Salles. “We have also checked 
several residences in the area 
and questioned her friends. So 
far, nothing has turned up.”

Hser Taw was born on July 
26, 2007. She is an Asian female, 

5’4”, approximately 120 pounds 
with black shoulder-length 
hair and brown eyes. She was 
last seen wearing a white shirt, 
blue jeans, and carrying a gray 
backpack.

If  you see her or have any 
information, please contact 
Port Lavaca Police immediately 
at 361-552-3788.

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
lost a turnover plagued battle, 
20-7, against number one La 
Vega last Friday in Bastrop.

The Sandcrabs lost the ball 
four times against the Pirates 
and failed to convert on fourth 
down twice.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
the first-half  turnovers and 
penalties, and he said if  they 
hadn’t made those mistakes, it 
would have been a different ball 
game.

Sandcrabs Fullback Steve 
Johnson talked about the 
mistakes in the game and how 
this game will motivate the 
team moving forward.

“We knew coming into this 
game they were the number 
one team in Texas, and we’re 
number five, and it was going to 
be a dog fight,” Johnson said.

Johnson said there were 
too many fumbles, and missed 
blocks and tackles put his team 
in the wrong position.

Johnson led the team with 
116 rushing yards and scored 
the Sandcrabs only touchdown 
of  the game.

During some points in 

the game, La Vega’s defense 
was getting tired after several 
running plays by the Sandcrabs, 
but Whitaker said both teams 
were weary.

“Our kids were tired 
too. It’s early in the season, 
and both teams are trying to 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Port Lavaca residents 
Linda and Michael Beard 
are spearheading a local 
collection drive to offer relief  
to residents of  southwestern 
Louisiana where Hurricane 
Laura made landfall 
Thursday, Aug. 27, as a 
category 4 Atlantic Hurricane.

“When Hurricane Harvey 
came ashore three years 
ago, residents of  Calhoun 
County were affected in 
many different ways. People 
depended on the generosity of  
their neighbors and complete 
strangers to supply daily 
necessities,” said Michael.

The Beards contacted Fr. 
Tommy Chen of  Our Lady of  
the Gulf  Catholic Church and 
arranged for OLG to be a drop 
off  location and collection 
site. Chen asks community 
members to drop off  needed 
items at the church office, 

located at 415 W. Austin St. in 
Port Lavaca.

“We have already got 
donations coming in. We 
will be collecting items 
through Saturday, Sept. 5. 
Arrangements have been 

made with Our Lady of  Prompt 
Succor Catholic Church in 
Sulphur, Louisiana, where 
items will be distributed as 
needed,” said Michael. “We 
will make the first trip this 
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Port Lavaca teen still missing Hurricane Laura supply drive in progress

Labor Day Feeding Frenzy

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

Pictured is a home in the Sulphur, Louisiana area after Hurricane 
Laura made landfall Aug. 27. (Contributed photo)

Local 
company 
facing lofty 
lawsuits

See LAURA Page A8A8

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

A pipeline explosion in 
the Port of  Corpus Christi that 
happened Friday, August 21, is 
linked to a Port Lavaca based 
company.

Four lawsuits were filed 
against a local dredging 
company, Orion, following an 
explosion on vessel “Waymon 
L. Boyd”, according to Harris 
County civil court filings.

Lucio Silva filed a lawsuit 
for at least $100 million, based 
on Silva’s severe bodily injuries 
caused by the explosion. In the 
lawsuit, Silva brings claims 
for negligence pursuant to the 
Jones Act and general maritime 
law and for unseaworthiness.

Jose Delgado filed a $10 
million lawsuit after sustaining 
severe bodily injuries.

The families of  Miguel 
Martinez and Rafael Espinoza 
each filed $50 million lawsuits 
against Orion after Martinez 
and Espinoza both died due to 
the explosion.

Joel Rivera died in the 
explosion, and his family filed a 

See DREDGE Page A2A2

Calhoun falls to La Vega, defense stands out

LaVaca BBQ plans to feed 600 people free of charge on Labor Day

LaVaca BBQ is saying thank you this Labor Day to the community 
by feeding the first 600 people that come to their restaurant. 
(Contributed Photo)

Sandcrabs Junior Vinson Samudio creates a hole for Jarius Stewart and Steve Johnson. Samudio and 
Sebastian Madera were named offensive players of the week. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker) 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Labor Day weekend will 
feature tasty treats for 600 
customers of  LaVaca BBQ as a 
way of  saying thank you.

Lupe Nevarez, co-owner 
of  the barbecue establishment 
with his wife Christine and 
daughter Kelli, said, “we are 
blessed to be where we are at 
and want to give something 
back.”

Starting on Saturday, the 
first 25 customers making 
a purchase receive a pound 
of  brisket. The second 25 
purchases receive a half-pound 
of  brisket.

On Sunday, the first 25 
customers receive a free pork 
taco with their purchase.

And Monday is the day they 
would like to feed 600 people.

“We’re not usually open on 

Monday, but we’re pulling in 
the whole crew,” he said.

This will be a drive-thru 
event, and he is asking people 
to come in behind the HJM 
Elementary School and enter 
the business’ driveway, set up 
for drive-thru service.

“Each person in the car 
will receive a plate. That’s only 
fair,” he said of  the meal that 
includes a half-pound of  pulled 
pork, chips, a drink, and Blue 
Bell ice cream.

As this event is to say 
thanks to essential workers, 
Nevarez said they were taking 
an inventory of  on-duty 
police and firefighters so they 
wouldn’t have to wait in line.

And Nevarez wants to 
thank his customers who have 
kept the fledgling business 
going. He noted, while they 

See FOOTBALL Page A10A10

CCISD lowers 
2020-2021 
tax rate

Emergency room 
visits increase, 
nearly double 
since March
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Memorial Medical 
Center’s emergency room is 
ticking back up after a low in 
April due to the coronavirus.

Jason Anglin, CEO/CFO 
for MMC, told Calhoun County 
commissioners at their Aug. 
26 meeting there had been 
679 visits to the ER in August, 
compared to 618 in July, 513 in 
June, and 385 in April.

The number, however, is 
lower than the 2019 number of  
852 visits.

“It’s unscientific, but I 
think the social distancing, no 
school is part of  the reason,” 
he said.

The numbers for the 
under-18 population were 
lower, and Anglin said in an 
interview later that it was a 
logical assumption that since 
the numbers were lower, the 
kids must be “very good at 
social distancing.”

He also noted that allergies 
and heat-related cases from 
people being more active were 
also down well before, so with 
everything going on, that it 
is perhaps an indicator that 
“kids are not being around 
each other much and not 
picking things up much.”

However, with the start of  
school and the anticipated flu 
season, he expects things to 
change as that’s traditionally 
when numbers start to 
increase.

He noted the hospital does 
not currently have a supply 
of  flu shots, but when the 

See COUNTY Page A8A8
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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
ISD Board held its regularly 
scheduled meeting Monday, 
August 31, at the CCISD 
administration building.

The board approved the 
2020-21 school budget and tax 
rate during Monday’s meeting.

The new tax rate will be 
lowered to $1.1649, a three-cent 
decrease from last year’s tax 
rate.

The board approved the 
2020-21 salary schedule.

Last year’s General Fund 
budget was $40,070,568, but 
this year’s funds will have a 
$4 million-plus increase to 
$44,700,022.

According to the media 
packet, the approved salary 
schedule includes a $1000 step 
raise for professionals and 
includes a $10 minimum salary 
and adjustments for all hourly 
personnel.

In other school board news, 
CCISD approved the TEA State 
Waiver to request to extend the 
start of  the 2020-21 school year 
transition beyond the four-week 
limit.

According to the media 
packet, the state provided 
the opportunity to extend the 
transition period for another 
four weeks until October 5.

In the media packet, if  
conditions of  COVID-19 change 
in mid-September, CCISD could 
return to a hybrid model to 
“create opportunities for less 
density in classrooms, hallways, 
and cafeterias” if  they need to. 

Conditions at the current 
time are favorable for CCISD’s 
planned return to school set for 
September 8, the media packet 
said.

The board approved the 
following items:

- Final budget amendments 
for 2019-20

- Revisions to board policies 
BED (LOCAL) and DC (LOCAL)


