
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The master plan developed 
for Green Lake has undergone 
several revisions since it was 
first developed in 2016.

Calhoun County 
commissioners were presented 
with the master plan at the 
Oct. 11 meeting, and this one 
included revisions from May, 
which had previously been 
presented.

“The master plan had been 
reviewed by the parks board, 
but then we also talked with 
a number of  experts and got 
some more suggestions,” said 
Allen Berger, president of  the 
Calhoun County Parks Board.

Inland fisheries experts 
came to look at the lake 
and recommended adding 
structures to the lake to 
improve fishing. 

“I found that one most 
interesting,” said Berger.

Another change was to 
increase the size of  the boat 

ramp to accommodate larger 
boats such as those used by 
game wardens to address safety 
concerns, he explained.

WHAT’S IN THE PLAN
The plan covers natural 

resources and wildlife 
management, visitor’s 
facilities, and infrastructure to 
improve the 6,434-acre park.

NATURAL RESOURCES
- Repair of  the breach to 

the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority’s diversion channel 
and install a structure to handle 
lake overflow.

- Create waterfowl 
impoundments such as levees 
and water control structures 
to allow flooding in the fall 
and winter and de-watering in 
the spring and summer. The 
plan calls for this to eventually 
cover 100 acres, but it was 
recommended to start with 
three to five acres.

 - Create artificial rookeries 
by building two islands and 
a wooden platform next to an 
existing .4-acre island, along 

with enhancing and expanding 
old oil pads.

 - Marsh terracing of  the 
southwest lake in a V-shape 
to help reduce wave action, 
decrease turbidity, and create 
conditions favorable to the 
growth of  marsh vegetation. 
This will help prevent erosion 
of  the south shore.

 - Habitat creation, 
including a 15-acre spoil area, 
a 2.5-acre artificial marsh, lake 
structures, a butterfly garden, 
and a watering station. This 
would help provide a year-
round water source and water 
control structures, restore an 
old waterfowl area, and improve 
fishing. The garden would help 
attract visitors, while the water 
station would attract migratory 
songbirds and visitors.

VISITORS FACILITIES
 - Build a fishing pier and 

rookery observation.
 - Build a boat ramp of  
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Every Thursday

Every Friday
Saturday, Nov. 6

Friday, Nov. 5
First Class Karaoke

No cover charge

Steak Night

CHS Football
First Class Karaoke

House DJ Music
No cover charge

Private
Wedding 

All Your Favorite Drinks, 
Burgers, Fries, Pizza, Chicken 
Bits & more. Perfect Weather 

Inside Drifters. Bring Your Party.

Nov. 19: Doug Stone. Presale tickets at eventbrite.com, $40 at the door. All ages welcome. 1 Virginia Place, Ste. A, Port Lavaca | 361-935-2253 | Mon.-Fri.: 4:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun: 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

$10 DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS (includes sides & dessert)
Delivery in Port Lavaca and to Formosa & Dow

$10 LUNCH BOX 
COMBOS DAILY
Chicken Salad 
Sandwich or 

Savory Hand Pie. 
Comes with 1 side, 

dessert & drink

Wed., Nov. 3: Cajun Shrimp Lasagna Roll Ups
Thurs., Nov. 4: Chicken Florentine
Fri., Nov. 5: Chicken Pot Pie
Mon., Nov. 8: Pulled Pork Sandwiches
Tues., Nov. 9: Cream Cheese Spaghetti with prosciutto

Holiday Hours (Nov. 1 - dec. 23):

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Darkness was broken by 
a lighted entrance, beckoning 
the unwary traveler into a 
maze on Halloween night.

Greeting you at the gate 
was a scarecrow that let out 
a howl when you got near. A 
chatty witch tried to delay your 
passage, but you got through to 
the horned Krampus, who was 
thankfully chained to his spot. 
Spider webs decorated the 
maze along with tombstones 

of  those who didn’t make it 
through.

And children from the 
LaSalle Landing neighborhood 
were making their way to go 
through the maze that ended 
with candy, handed out by the 
creators of  the maze – Josh and 
Brandy Ureste.

“I do this for the kids to 
enjoy,” said Josh Ureste. “I 
enjoy Halloween, and this 
is something for the kids to 
enjoy.”

The maze was started in 
2017 and has slowly grown 

since then, said Brandy 
Ureste. 

Josh Ureste, a DJ, 
controls the moody lighting 
and spooky music. “I also run 
bands,” he said.

It takes a couple of  days 
to put the display together and 
get everything into place. 

The maze continued 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and was properly socially 
distanced, Josh Ureste said. 

“The kids love it, and the 
turnout has been good,” he 
said.

Krampus looms behind trick-or-treaters Aliya Garza as Chucky, Alyssa De La Rosa, and Pedro De 
La Rosa make their way through the spooky maze on their way to candy at the home of Josh and 
Brandy Ureste Sunday in LaSalle Landing. (Photo by Joyce Turner)

SPOOKY FUN

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The Calhoun County 
Community Ministries Food 
Pantry and Emergency 
Financial Relief  announces 
Cristal Freudensprung as its 
new administrator.

Freudensprung grew 
up in Lubbock. She and her 
husband were self-employed in 
Brazoria County before moving 
to Calhoun County seven years 
ago, where she worked as a 
Realtor and property manager 
for Swan Point Landing.

Due to the pandemic, 
Freudensprung found herself  
jobless and began volunteering 
at the food pantry. “I was 
going stir crazy at home,” 
said Freudensprung. “I had to 
find something to do outside 
of  the home. The pantry was 
a wonderful opportunity to 
help people who really need it. 
Helping others adds meaning to 
my life that other jobs did not 
offer.”

Freudensprung said she 
is drawn to help and serve 
others. She enjoys it because 
she meets people who need 
help getting back on their feet. 

Her position at CCCM gives her 
a feeling of  fulfillment as she 
contributes to the community 
by helping others to become 
self-sufficient.

“Everyone has troubles, 
and CCCM is here to help 

those who need help to get back 
on their feet,” she said.

Starting as a volunteer, she 
experienced every aspect of  the 
process.

There’s a new face at Calhoun 
County Community Ministries

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Alamo Heights Baptist 
Church, located at 110 Trinity 
Shores Dr. in Port Lavaca, will 
once again be the designated 
drop-off  location for Operation 
Christmas Child. 

Calhoun County OCC 
Drop-Off  Leader Candy 
Lambert said the AHBC church 
family is very involved in this 
ministry. 

“They love to pack boxes 
and also love greeting all the 

different people that drop off  
boxes,” she said. “Items needed 
to fill boxes are Items that can 
fit in a shoebox. For girls, great 
gifts are small dolls, stuffed 
animals, jewelry, coloring 
books and crayons, jump 
ropes, hair clips, sunglasses, 
flip-flops, and more. For boys, 
gift ideas are balls, toy cars 
or trucks, yoyos, jump ropes, 
marbles, flashlights with 
batteries, coloring books 
and crayons, and other boy 
items. Items also needed 
for the shoeboxes are soaps, 

washcloths, toothbrushes, 
brushes or combs, and school 
supplies.”

No toothpaste, candy, 
seeds, glass, liquids, or any type 
of  war toy will be accepted.

Lambert said the best way 
to get started is by packing 
a shoebox personally, with a 
group/organization, or with 
your church. 

“It is so easy to pack a 
box, and you will enjoy every 
minute of  it. You will put a 

Now is time to prepare for 
Operation Christmas Child

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

If  you are in need of  
a COVID-19 vaccine boost, 
Memorial Medical Center can 
help.

MMC offers Pfizier, 
Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson boosters.

The hospital recently 
conducted a booster clinic and 
is planning another walk-in 
vaccine clinic, according to 
Erin Clevenger, chief  nursing 
officer for MMC.

However, vaccines are 

available Monday through 
Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. by appointment. Call 
552-6713, ext. 326 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Clevenger said there are 
certain requirements to be 
eligible for the booster, but 
most of  the adult population 
qualifies.

Recommended to get the 
booster are anyone over age 65, 
and people age 18-65 who work 
in an environment where they 
could be exposed to COVID, 
have chronic health conditions, 
overweight with a Body Mass 

Index greater than 25.
“It is recommended by 

the CDC and FDA (to get the 
booster),” said Clevenger. 
“Building and retaining 
immunity is imperative in the 
fight against COVID-19. It’s one 
step closer to putting this virus 
behind us.”

Calhoun County has seen 
the number of  cases drop 
“dramatically. I think it’s safe 
to say the Delta surge is done,” 
said Clevenger. “The hospital, 
schools and county have 
reported much less activity in 
the last few weeks.”

All vaccines available at 
MMC for booster shots

Cristal Freudensprung, center, plans to bring new life to the 
Calhoun County Community Ministries and Emergency Financial 
Relief as the new administrator. She is pictured with Irish Valdez, 
left, and Patti Biggs. (Contributed photo)

Youth at Alamo Heights Baptist Church are preparing to pack boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child. Members of the community are asked to deliver items to Alamo Heights Baptist Church 
beginning Monday, Nov. 15.  (Contributed photo)

See CHRISTMAS, Page A10

See Freudensprung, Page A9

See GREEN LAKE, Page A9

Green Lake plan revised


