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With feet firmly planted 
on the land and an eye toward 
the future, the Calhoun County 
Commissioners completed a land 
purchase deal last Wednesday.

The county purchased 
nearly 200 acres of  undeveloped 
land bordered by U.S. Highway 
87, State Highway 35 and FM 
3084, from BKCK LTD, also 
known as the Keating property, 
for $1,259,156.91.

The idea behind the 
purchase is to build a multi-
purpose building to serve the 
entire county and draw in 
conventions, boat shows, and 
such, said Calhoun County 
Judge Richard Meyer.

Commissioners approved 
the judge to pursue the deal 
following an executive session 
during the Sept. 18 meeting. 

“I think this is an excellent 
idea and something the area has 
needed for a long time,” said 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Gary 
Reese. “It should bring more 
tourism to the area and also more 
money as people will be spending 
money in Calhoun County. Stuff  
like this can take some time 
doing, but once it’s done, I think 
it will be a real boon to Calhoun 
County.”

The land has excellent 
drainage on all sides, as well as 
being fronted by the Port Lavaca 
Auto Group dealership and 

Calhoun High School. It is served 
by three highways so ingress 
and egress are from three 
different directions and can 
already handle traffic going to 

and leaving. It is a large enough 
parcel for expansion if  needed.

“You have to have land 
before you can do anything,” 
said Commissioner Vern Lyssy. 

“We’re planning for the future, 
and with the land secure, 
somewhere down the line, we 
can have an event center for the 
whole community to share into.”

ANATOMY OF A DEAL
Meyer said he personally 

became involved in 2012 when 
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Governor’s 
domestic 
terrorism task 
force meets at 
Capitol

Big Things Coming To Calhoun
County purchases large area of land from local business owner for event center

CAPITOL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg 
Abbott last week convened 
the quarterly meeting of  his 
Domestic Terrorism Task Force 
at the state Capitol. 

“We must work together 
to develop meaningful 
solutions to fully eradicate 
domestic terrorism in the 
Lone Star State,” Abbott said 
in explaining the purpose of  
the meeting. “Just as domestic 
terrorism takes many forms, 
this task force is committed to 
developing comprehensive and 
evolving defense strategies to 
ensure a safe and secure future 
for every Texan,” Abbott added.

Abbott’s office said the 
task force analyzed prevention 
strategies against domestic 
terrorism in the form of  cyber-
attacks and discussed the 
importance of  good “cyber 
hygiene.”

Task force members 
include Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen, Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton and other 
high-ranking state, county and 
federal officials.

DPS releases reports
On Jan. 7, the Texas 

Department of  Public Safety 
released two reports: the 58-
page “Assessing the Mass 
Attacks Threat to Texas” and 
the 49-page “Texas Domestic 
Terrorism Threat Assessment.”

In releasing the documents, 
DPS Director Steven McCraw 
said it is critical to evaluate 
public safety vulnerabilities. 
To further its mission in 
preventing acts of  violence and 
terrorism, the DPS is urging 
Texans to report suspicious 
activity to their local law 
enforcement or through the 
iWatchTexas program, a system 
that captures and connects 
potential criminal, terroristic 
or school safety-related threats.

Both reports are available 
online at dps.texas.gov/news.
htm.

Disaster is declared
Drought conditions have 

caused a state of  disaster in 
17 Texas counties, Gov. Greg 
Abbott declared on Jan. 3. 
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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun Powerlifting 
came to play at home in 
the 2020 Calhoun Bayou 
Brawl taking home first 
place in both Girls and Boys 
competitions. 

The Calhoun Sandies 
Powerlifting dominated their 
competition, earning 70 
points, and multiple Sandies 
were dominating in their 
respective weight classes. 

Jason Bagwell talked of  
kicking off  another season 
with another home victory 
and how the win will motivate 
his team moving into the 
season.

“It was a great way to 
kick off  the year, you know, 
anytime you score 70 points. 
That doesn’t happen very 
often.” Bagwell said.

Bagwell added he has 
nine girls already qualified 
for regionals in the first meet 
of  the season, and he said he 

Calhoun powerlifting dominates home meet Calhoun Port 
posted record 
for first six  
months

Seadrift sets elections dates, Falcon Point gets water/waste services
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From left, Chris Wall, Commissioner Vern Lyssy, Ben Keating, County Judge Richard Meyer, Commissioner Gary Reese and Commissioner 
Clyde Syma after concluding the land sale deal. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Seadrift hosted its 
regularly scheduled meeting 
at City Hall last Tuesday, 
January 7. 

The first thing that 
the council approved at the 
meeting was setting dates for 
the May 2020 elections. 

The following terms that 
are expiring this year are as 
follows, Mayor Elmer Deforest 
and Council Members Peggy 
Gaines and Rainer Brigham. 

The council approved the 
following items:

Setting the filing deadline 
from January 15 to February 
14.

Setting early voting dates 
for Monday, April 20 to Friday, 

April 24 and Monday, April 27 
to Tuesday, April 28. According 
to the media packet, City Hall 
will be open for all early voting 
dates, including Wednesday, 
April 22, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and including 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
for early voting to provide 
everyone an opportunity to 
vote. 

Setting  Thursday, April 23 
and Tuesday, April 28 as early 
voting days for the early voting 
period. 

Setting early voting 
Saturday, April 25 from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and including 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m.

In other Seadrift Council 
news, the Council approved 
the developmental agreement 
with Falcon Point Subdivision 
to supply water and solid waste 

services. 
According to Seadrift 

Mayor Elmer Deforest, 
this agreement has been 
under consideration under 
engineering for quite some 
time.

“The City Council 
previously approved a 
commitment to provide 
Falcon Point Subdivision with 
portable water from existing 
lines located within and on the 
boundary of  Swan Point, that 
the city owns,” Deforest said.

Deforest added once 
constructed the City will own 
the facility, the land it sits on, 
and the water lines within 
Falcon Point. 

Deforest said the city of  
Seadrift will provide water, 
billing, and solid waste services 

to Falcon Point. 
The council later approved 

the following:
The Harbor Bulkhead/

Retaining Wall Permit.
The renewal of  its 

Texas Municipal League 
membership.

To accept retirement/
resignation of  current 
harbormaster, approved to 
advertise to fill the vacancy 
of  harbormaster, establish 
criteria for reviewing/selecting 
harbor master for council 
consideration and amend 
and revise Harbor Maser aka 
Harbor Ordinance 02.

To declare Harbor Master 
Shack Surplus and a 1999 
Chevy ¾ ton, tool body surplus 
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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
port continued its string of  
records in December as it 
posted a new high for the first 
six months of  its fiscal year.

Port Director Charles 
Hausmann reported during 
the Calhoun Port Authority’s 
Jan. 8 meeting that 2,922,934.2 
was the highest six-month 
total for tonnage in the history 
of  the port.

“We are doing quite well,” 
he said.

Board member Jay 
Cuellar asked if  the numbers 
were affected by Alcoa’s traffic 
when it was at its peak of  
production.

Hausmann said the 
public port did not count the 
throughput of  Alcoa because 
it was a private facility.

However, Board Chairman 
J.C. Melcher noted that the 
traffic on the ship channel for 
Alcoa did count.

Hausmann concurred, 
noting the vessels crossing the 
channel helped the public port 
to obtain funding from the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers.

In December, Hausmann 
reported that 107 vessels – 
26 deep draft and 81 inland 
barges – came through the 
port with 11 scheduled so far 
for January.

In addition, 220 invoices 
were issued, and the total 
revenue tons for the month 
were 499,089.1 short tons. 

He also noted that that 
NGL loaded 18 crude oil barges 
for a total of  59,178 short tons; 
Harvest loaded 10 crude oil 
barges for 24,633.9 short tons, 
and Seadrift Coke loaded 
needle coke to one vessel for 
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Chase Chapa pulls a deadlift during the Calhoun powerlifting meet over the weekend. (Photo by 
Kellie Whitker)

MARY P. ESTES

TERESITA H. ROJAS

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s 
sake to every human institution, 
whether to a king as the one in 
authority, or to governors as sent 
by him for the punishment of evil-
doers and the praise of those who 
do right. For such is the will of God 
that by doing right you may silence 
the ignorance of foolish men. Act 
as free men, and do not use your 
freedom as a covering for evil, but 
use it as bondslaves of God. Honor 
all people, love the brotherhood, 
fear God, honor the king.
Servants, be submissive to your 
masters with all respect, not only 
to those who are good and gentle, 
but also to those who are unrea-
sonable. For this finds favor, if for 
the sake of conscience toward God 
a person bears up under sorrows 
when suffering unjustly. 

1 PETER 2:13-19


